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50th anniversary in 2024

PHS RECEIVES
CONGRESSIONAL COMMENDATION

ongressman John Garamendi’s (CA-8)
representative, Harpreet Sandhu, pre-

sented the Pinole Historical Society Congrg S, Slona[ Commend.ation
with a congressional commendation
at the November 11, 2023, Veterans Day PRESENTED IN HONOR OF THE
Memorial and Flag Retirement Ceremony. . .
Rep. Garamendi congratulated the society @Zno[e g—[lstonca[ SOCiety
on its upcoming 50th anniversary in 2024 and
recognized its commitment to preserving the IN RECOGNITION OF THEIR
city’s history. y )
The Pinole Historical Society was founded S0 ﬂnmversazy

in 1974 by George Vincent and the late Dr.

. . ~ ber 10, 2023 ~
Joseph Mariotti. November 10,

The Congressman’s choice Of WOI'dS are Of It is my pleasure to recognize the Pinale Historical today as they celebrate their 5%
. ) e anniversary. Since 1974, the Pinole Historical Society has not wavered from its
partlcu]al’ Slgnlflcance. He wrote: commitment to promoting appreciation of history and chrowicling the city of Pinole’s
“ . . . . heritage for current and future generations. The Pinole Historical Society volunteers over
The Panle I:IIStorlcal. SOClety has not . the years have dedicated their time to presenting at many libraries, schools and community
wavered from its commitment to promotlng centers to teach residents about Pinole’s fascinating history. Organizations such as the
o 1 . . 73 Pinole Historical Society connect ws through our shared heritage and legacy. On behalfof
appreaa tion Of his tory and ChronlClmg the the people of California’s 8% Congressional District, please accept my sincere

Clty lo) f Pinole’s herita ge fO r current and congratulations on this milestone and my best wishes for your continued success.

future generations. ... Organizations such as
the Pinole Historical Society connect us
through our shared heritage and legacy.”
We appreciate the congressman’s recognition Member of Congress
of the importance of local history, and are sure & District, California
many Pinole residents share his sentiments.

Published quarterly by the Pinole Historical Society




WHERE TO FIND NEWSBRIEFS

Pick up Newsbriefs at these locations:

AccuTech Auto Care, Antlers Tavern, The Bear Claw,
Big O Tires, BMO, Cafe Soleil, China House, Coldwell
Banker Bartels Realtors, Crash Champions Collision
Repair, East Bay Coffee Company, The Embers, Farmers
Insurance (John Michael Manrique), Garden of Gems,
Growler’s Doghaus, Headquarters Salon, Kaiser
Permanente Medical Office Building, Kel-Aire, Letcher
Bros. Auto Repair, Mechanics Bank, Menchie’s Frozen
Yogurt, Mike’s Appliances, Douglas Oliver, D.D.S.,
Pinole City Hall, Pinole Grove Apartments, Pinole
Library, Pinole Paws, Pinole Police Department, Pinole
Senior Center, Pinole Valley Community Church,
Ristorante Due Rose, Sam’s Dog House, Sequoia Real
Estate, Chiyo Shidara, D.D.S., State Farm Insurance
(Lino Amaral), State Farm Insurance (Rick Chalk),

St. Joseph School, Sue’s Place, Sunshine Floor
Covering, Tara Hills Dental, Tenax Law Group,

The New Deli, The Red Onion, Tina’s Place, Top Floor
Salon, Albert M. Tsang, D.D.S., J. Hearst Welborn, M.D.,
West Contra Costa Transit Authority, Westmont of
Pinole, Windermere Rowland Realty, Wilson & Kratzer
Mortuaries.

Newsbriefs is also posted on the PHS website (click
on NEWSLETTER in the menu bar).

FOR ADVERTISERS: 1,500 printed copies of PHS
Newsbriefs are distributed every quarter, generating
readership among thousands of Pinole and West County
residents. Hundreds more receive the newsletter
directly from the PHS via its database and website.

If you're interested in advertising, contact
Jeff Rubin at info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or (510) 724-9507.

PinoleHistoricalSociety

Board of Directors: Jeff Rubin, President; Mary
McMains, Treasurer; Jo Ann Gannotti, Secretary;
Norma Martinez-Rubin, Peter Murray, Carol White.

Directors Emeritus: Jack Meehan, George Vincent.

Newsletter Editor: Jeff Rubin.

THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY IS A REGISTERED 501(C)(3)
NONPROFIT. TAX ID: 23-7441316

Pinole
Historii:aj

PHS at Pinole Farmers’ Market

The Pinole Historical Society is taking its annual
winter break from the Pinole Farmers’ Market. We'll
be back April through December.

M.A. HAYS CO., INC.

Quality Insurance and Service Since 1912

.@l

John Ziesenhenne

Broker
Lic # 0675383

JOHNZ@MAHAYS.COM
WWW.MAHAYS.COM
FAX (5 10) 235-5058

232 BROADWAY
RICHMOND, CA 94804
(510) 235-0353 EXT. | 14

COMMERCIAL * RESIDENTIAL ® LIFE ® MEDICAL
Official insurance carrier of the Pinole Historical Society

TENAX

Law Group PcC

145 PARK PLACE, SUITE A
POINT RICHMOND, CA 94801
T: 510.254.2808 F: 510.254.6009

Construction, real estate,
personal injury, landlord-tenant,
employment, wills and trusts, and
business law.

www.tenaxlawgroup.com ATTORNEYS

Lic. No. 303947

* Heating + Air Conditioning
* Preventive Maintenance

4 Parker Avenue, Rodeo, CA 94572-1119
Tel. (510) 245-4140 = Fax (510) 799-1725
(888) Kel-Aire » (888) 535-2473 « E-mail: info@kelaire.com

ADVERTISE WITH US
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org for information and rates.
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President’s Message

Jeff Rubin, President, Pinole Historical Society and Pinole History Museum

PHS ESSAY CONTEST EDUCATES AND STIMULATES THINKING

history?

This seems an appropri-
ate question to ask since
2024 marks the 50th
anniversary of the found-
ing of the Pinole Historical
Society by George Vincent
and the late Dr. Joseph
Mariotti.

(Read George'’s first of a
two-part series of articles
on growing up in Pinole in
this newsletter.)

Rather than list a litany
of reasons why a community’s history is important
and deserves to be remembered and preserved, we
thought we’d ask the people who will one day be the
caretakers of today’s history — the school children of
Pinole.

In the 50th year of the society’s existence and the
16th year of the society’s Pinole History Essay Con-
test, we're asking students to answer this question:

Why is it important for communities
to preserve their history?

Participating schools include Ellerhorst, Collins,
Shannon, and Stewart elementary schools, West
County Mandarin School, and St. Joseph School.

The contest will run through Friday, March 29. Teach-
ers will submit their students’ essays to the Pinole
Historical Society, whose board members will select
the winners.

Certificates and grand prize awards will be
presented to students at each school in person in
June or will be sent to teachers for distribution to
their students.

Why does the PHS sponsor a history essay
contest?

Jeff Rubin

I hy is it important
T for communities
_LL— to preserve their

While California history is taught in the public
schools, usually in fourth grade, local history is not
part of the curriculum. It’s the society’s goal not only
to expose our city’s young people to Pinole’s history,
but also to get them thinking about how the city has
progressed from its earliest times to the present.

Since the contest started in 2008, we’ve asked stu-
dents to opine on such questions as:

+ What makes a community like Pinole so special?

« What would you like Pinole to be like 25 years
from now?

+ How would you describe an American?

« If you could meet with an historic person, who
would it be and what would you talk about?

+ Every 10 years the U.S. government counts the
number of people living in the United States. This is
called a “census.” Why is a census important, and
what can we learn about Pinole by counting the num-
ber of people who live here?

We've received some brilliant essays on all of these
topics, but none as thoughtful as those received from
our 2021 essay question: What is the most impor-
tant lesson you’'ve learned during the COVID-19
pandemic, and why?

Here are some of those responses:

“I learned many things about myself that I didn't
know how to do during the pandemic. I learned
how to do a front flip on a trampoline and ride a
big bike. I learned how to do all of this because of
covid and quarantine. We should be happy around
this time because we could learn many things
about ourselves like many skills that you didn't
know you had, now probably working out a little
more for some exercise because there's no recess.
You're probably spending a lot of time with your
family because of quarantine and there's no school
so you should be happy about that.”

— Mason Soriano, Shannon Elementary, Grade 4

Continued on page 4

Find out more about Pinole’s history by using your
smartphone to scan this QR code. It will take you to the
Pinole Historical Society website:
www.PinoleHistoricalSociety.org




MUSEUM

Enclosed is my gift of:

PINOLE
HISTORY

YES s | WANT TO MAKE HISTORY HAPPEN BY DONATING TO THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE PINOLE HISTORY MUSEUM.
My donation will help preserve and enhance and Pinole’s history and culture.

Q%25 Q1$50 Q$100 1$250 Q$500 O $1,000* or other

*With a gift of $1,000 or more your name will be placed on the museum’s Wall of Honor.

Please make checks payable to PINOLE HISTORY MUSEUM or provide credit card
information below. To donate online, please visit www.PinoleHistoryMuseum.org.

Zip Code

Name Address

City State
Phone Number (__ ) E-mail

Credit Card #

Amount of Donation $

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

Continued from page 3

“The Covid 19 pan-
demic has taught me to
appreciate what I had
before the Covid
pandemic.”

— Jordynn Dasilva
Ellerhorst Elementary
School, Grade 3

“During this tough
time I learned not to
take anything for grant-
ed. We should treasure
every day because we

never know what is
gonna get thrown at us
the next day.”
— Juliana Campos,
Stewart Elementary
School, Grade 5

“I have learned to be
thankful for my family,
my friends, my health,
and my teachers. But
the most important les-
son I have learned was
to never give up.”

— Maya Firas
Ellerhorst Elementary
School, Grade 3

U rve included the museum in my will or estate plan

Mail your donation to Pinole History Museum, P.O. Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564

The Pinole History Museum is a registered 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Tax ID: 82-1454949.
Your donation is tax-deductible to the extent permitted by law.

‘I thought that
perhaps this disease
that was wiping out our
loved ones would unite
the United States.
Instead the distance
between us grew much
greater than the manda-
tory six feet.”

— Olivia Lubinger,
Pinole Valley High
School, Grade 11

“I would not know
what I know now if it
weren’t for the pandem-
ic. I learned that life is

o

| Estate

| ME today for help

‘tashiaflucas.com
DRE# 01848249

BROKERED

e4Ap

Tashia M. Flucas
SRES | CPRES

‘BY

Expiration Date

Ccwv

meant to be happy and
that living with less
improves your life, and
apart from this beautiful
and wretched world,
every individual has a
choice on how to live
their life. It matters how
I view the world and
how I want to live my
life. I have to have faith
in myself, do what |
love, and 1 will always
be good enough ...
I also learned that
patience is vital to have.
The pandemic allowed
more time for my family
and me. [ am changing
the way I live and using
what I have.”
— Maricela Martinez,
Pinole Valley High
School, Grade 9

“The COVID-19
pandemic has taught
me to never take things
for granted.”

— Acomeveer S.
Kingera,

Pinole Valley High
School, Grade 11

Happy New Year to all
our readers.
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$20,000 to $25,000
Paul Mariotti
Jeff Rubin and

Norma Martinez-Rubin

$10,000 to $14,999
Tessie Curran Baldwin

$4,000 to $4,999
Mechanics Bank

$3.,000 to $3,999
Alex and Nita Jason

$2,500 to $2,999
William McMaster

$2,000 to $2,499

Tim and Kim Banuelos

Collins Management
Foundation

Edward Downer III and
Yoshimi Downer

Steve and Priscilla James

Eric and Deborah Mariotti

Shirley Ramos

Vincent, Monika, Lila, and
Dylan Salimi

$1,000 to $2,499

Chris, Lyla, Johnny
(Happy Sashimi)

Diane Dyer

Fred and Roben Gerson

Joy Jennings

Gregg Kurita (in loving memory
of my wife, Sabrina Kurita)

John and Theresa Meehan

Brian and Susyn Normington

Roberta Tim Quan

Brian Ramos

Greg Ramos

Patti Ramos-Baker

Ross Ramos

Republic Services

Angela Schneider (House of
Lilith Hair Designers)

Joy and Sid Shapiro

Chiyo Shidara, D.D.S.

Cyndie Sprinkel

Darrel Jay Tucker

$500 to $999

Chevron Corporation

Joel and Jo Ann Gannotti

Judy Hamilton

Katherine Kiehn

Linda Jane Kole and
Steven Morrow

Bob and Carol Kopp

Arnold Ode

Doris Salmi

Edit Villarreal

Betty Viramontes

$250 to $499

Cynthia Christian

James and Carolyn Flynn
Avram Gimbel

William Green

Joanne Johnston

Tim Kearns

Tom Leal

Nancye Lee

Mike and Sharon LeFebvre
Dennis Lorette

We thank our donors for their generosity and support

Want to MAKE HISTORY HAPPEN? Send a check to
Pinole History Museum, PO Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564,
or donate online at www.pinolehistorymuseum.org

Mary and Warner McMains
Carol McMahon

Pete and Cathy Murray
Donna Mythen

Jim Payne

Pinole Garden Club
Maureen Powers

Carole Price

Charles T. Ramsey

David Smith and Mary Ruth Kelley
St. Joseph School

Sylvia Villa Serrano

Gary and Colleen Tipp
Jean Ulversoy

Jim Ulversoy

Edgar and Mary Vovsi
Steve and Fran Welstand
Ann Wilson

Chris Wimmer

Barbara and Michael Woldemar
Florence Wong

David Wooster

$100 to $249

Michael Ashburne

Lois Boyle

Ross Browne

Deanna Brownlee
Sharon Bullock
Chipotle

Alex and Rita Clark
John J. Collins

Earl and Cecilia Combs
Hank and Doreen Covell
Estela DePaz

Carol De Young

Marvin Dutra

Mary Ann Egger

Mark and Darlene Elms
Belinda Espinosa

Stella Faria

Julia Faulkner

Peter Fimbres

Joel Fischer

Bob and Lynn Fissell
Jack and Catherine Frost
Mary Collins Gallagher
Maria Gallo

Cindy Wilson Gattenby
Nancy and Gary Gill
Terry Gilliam

John and Ann Heintz
Hercules Historical Society
Pete and Sherry Janke
Lance and Mary Johannessen
Sally Johnson

Marjorie Jones

Frank Kelly

Dulce P. and Sterling W. Kelley
Anne Kesti

Kenneth Kille

Carol Lawson

Patricia H. Lewis

Margie Liberty

Richard and Claudia Lindsay
Charlotte Liniger

Debbie Long

Steven Lopez

Sue Lynn

Louis and Irene Matta
Patty McGoldrick
Thelma McPherson

Bill and Diane Miller
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Susan Millhollin

Tom Netemeyer

Alice Ninomiya

Flora Ninomiya

Paul and Phyllis O’Driscoll
Charlene O’Rourke
James and Lillian Ott
John Paradela

Don Patterson

Vincent and Leah Perez
Carole Person

Walt Peterson

Bob Polacchi

Pat Rei

Richmond Elks Lodge No. 1251

Mark and Donna Rubin
Charlotte Schell
Celeste Silvas

Charles Smith

Jennifer Sobol

Ann Tarabini

Jan Torbet

Patricia Weishahn

Mary and Charles Whaley
Tom White

Debora Willis

Andre Le Mont Wilson
Howard and Linda Wise
Martha and Ken Wong
Judith Yacovetti

John Ziesenhenne

Up to $99

Frank Acedo

Andres Anacker, MD
Bob Antaki

Adila Araya

Claire J. Baker

Ralph Bedwell

Jimmy Boucher

Jonay M. Brownlee
Karla Butler

Janet Bywater

Joe and Lea Campbell
Joyce and Dwight Carbone
Jenny and Mike Carrillo
Judy Cates

Mary Di Cecco

Patti Clark

Christine Costa

Tea Aguiar Court
Elizabeth Crook

Marge Dean

Phyllis Dill

Brian and Kathy Donohue
Mary Drazba

David Dumolin

Bruce Ezzell

Lois Faria

Victoria Fimbres

Linda Flood

Tashia Flucas

Ken Francis

Cari Jo Galloway
Margaret Gelhaus

Bill Gram-Reefer

Kay Green

Marilyn Griego

Julie Ann Hawks

Colin Hill

Fred and Irene Hollister
Thomas Immel

Sonny Jackson

Mike and Claudia Janda

Roy and Kristen Javellana
Kay Johnson

Ronald and Frances Jones
Deborah Jordan

Shirlee Kahila

Yevgeniy Kazinets
Virginia Kennedy

Peggy Kirton

Gary Lalley

Don and Michele Lau
Judy Lewis

Richard and Patricia Loomis
Beatrice Mahrt

Laurelle Martin

Jack and Nancy McFarland
Tracy McKendell

Lisa Melgarejo

Ariel Mercado

Deborah and Joe Miglia
Nancy Miller

Rob Moitoza

Jay and Theresa Moore
Kent and Ann Moriarty
Mary Myers

Christine Nadeau
Carolyn and Jon Nelson
Audrey Nieman

Terry O’Donnell

Douglas Oliver, DDS
Kate Owings

Dennis Piowaty Palmer
Demetra Paras

Jan Parfet

George Parsons

Pam and Ron Patzlaff

Ed Pear

Barbara Pearce

George Pursley

Robin Raber-Luna

Vickie and Michael Resso
Ben Reyes Il

Mike Riback (Meyers Nave)
Mary and Danny Rinaldi
Julia V. Roundy

Juanita Sayo
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Paul Sekins
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Danna Shirley

Diane Sielert
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Nancy Snodgrass

Dan Steele

Karen Stella
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Tom Welsh (Crocketts Premier Auto
Body)

Carole Whitmarsh

Sonya and Bill Wyland
Rie Yagi

Pat York
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The Pmole Mural vldeo is on the Pinole Hlstorlcal Soc:ety YouTube channel. VlSlt it in person at

Wells Fargo Bank on Fitzgerald Drive.

PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
YOUTUBE CHANNEL FEATURES
MORE THAN 40 PROGRAMS

All of the

programs the

PHS recorded since
2008, are on the
Pinole Historical
Society YouTube
channel.

Type PINOLE
HISTORICAL SOCI-
ETY in the search
bar. When you get
to the channel,
click on the “P” in
the brown circle,
then click on
VIDEOS to see all

of the programs.

The most recent
program added was the May 12, 2023, presentation
by PHS co-founder George Vincent, Candles of
History: Celebrating 200 Years of the Heydays
and Remnants of the Rancho El Pinole.

Put My Experience and Knowledge
to Work For You

Having the right
connections in the
community makes all

the difference. 1 grew up
in the Pinole-Hercules
area, where my ancestors
settled more than 150 years
ago, some farming the
fertile soils from Pinole to
Rodeo, while others helped
build the communities

we now call home. The
benefits of my longstand-
ing connection to and Allen Faria
detailed knowledge of the community are the
foundation for the outstanding service I deliver to
my clients.

Allen Faria, Realtor®
DRE#R01792978
3088 Pinole Valley Road coLbweLrr
Pinole, CA 94564 bl

510-812-6417 BARTELS-REALTORS®

Pisnole Pawsg Pet Groossing

Deborah Jordan, Owner 971 C San Pablo Ave.
National Certified Master Groomer Pinole, CA 94564
(510) 724-8785 www.pinolepaws.net
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Sonnia Jean Kemmer
i NOTARY PUBLIC / LIVE SCAN OPERATOR
License # 2415484 PO Box 940, Pinole, CA 94564
E;(p Sept. 12, 2026 510-815-9788
2o www.notarybugz.com
sik@notarybugz.com




The Pinole Historical Society promotes awareness
and appreciation of history through preservation

and education, and chronicles the city’s heritage
for current and future generations.

ADVERTISE
WITH US
Call (510) 724-9507
or e-mail
info@pinolehistorical
society.org for
information and rates.
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www.stjosephpinole.org

LY NOW sor the 2024-2025 School Year

stjosephpinole.org/admissions

APP

Attend our New Family Information Night
Jan. 23, 2024 at 6:30pm

St. Joseph School

Learning through Faith, Service, and Community E =
Serving students in Preschool, TK through 8th grades

510.724.0242

TUTORING

Excellent References

Reading, Writing, Language Arts,
Math, Algebra 1, Swimming, Piano
Winifred S. Davis, MA, Ed.S
(510) 275-3930
winniethepooh182@yahoo.com

Visit the Pinole
Historical Society
website for information
on the society’s
activities and

events — and,

of course, the history of
the sweetest city in the East Bay.

www.PinoleHistoricalSociety.org

[=]

El Sobrante, CA 94803
(510) 223-8870

Mike Rowland
“BAY AREA'S M
1] (510) 501-9133
BEST HOTDOG" ofice (510) 222.9150
Fax (510) 222-9165
3857 San Pablo Dam Road mikerowland@windermere.com

www.mywindermerebroker.com

Windermere Rowland Realty
930 San Pablo Avenue, Suite A
Pinole, CA 94564




Back in the clag

By George R. Vincent

Co-founder, Pinole Historical Society

REVISITING PINOLE’S
POST-WAR PAST

few years back,
I led a walking
history tour of

Old Town Pinole
and its surrounding
streets. In case you
weren’t there, it’s on the
Pinole Historical Society
YouTube Channel.

This sit-down tour will
be a less-strenuous work-
out. It will give a glimpse
through a youngster’s
eyes of what it was like
to grow up in post-World
War II in Pinole, as well
as the 1950s.

Back then there was
still an atmosphere of
small-town culture imbed-
ded in Pinole. Things and
people welcomed the
roots of change very
slowly after the war.

If there was a suitable
song title for the time
period I was raised in, it
might have been “Some-
where Over the Rainbow
— But Not Here.”

Kids shaking with fear
were still warned to never
set foot beyond the city
limits signs. Pinole Creek
flooded regularly each
winter and still served as
the local sewer system
and dump site, while
here and there an out-
house remained standing
until Halloween.

Visitors rightly feared
the town’s long-standing
reputation as a one-cop
citation speed trap. Our
saloon-culture pride
which had once lured
even Jack London was
still thriving with exotic
husband-traps like Club
Alibi and Antlers Tavern.

The famous landmark
of the “old timers’
bench” sat next to
Antlers Tavern. It wel-
comed new members
who lied to one another
about past deeds. A main
interest was watching
passing ladies. If one was

expecting, the guys care-
fully watched to see
which foot she put up on
the curb first. This was
the old Pinole way to
determine the baby’s
gender — left foot first
(boy), right foot first
(girl).

Horse apples still had
to be danced around on
city streets. One could

Pinole’s first piliceman and traffic officer, Hugh

LN

George Vincent

hear and smell the live-
stock serenade from
backyard farms.

Students feared
unspeakable tortures if
missing the last ring of
the 1906 tardy bell of
the old schoolhouse on
the hill.

Continued on page 9

Young, on his Harley in 1948. Young served as

police chief from 1950 to 1967.

Attorney at Law

Serious Injury -

Donald E. Patterson

www.donaldepatterson.com

FREE CONSULTATION (510) 262-2120

Auto Accident

Paula Harvey

Tiep Vo

Christina Isley

(Kelley Nails)
Nails « Pedicures * Facials

TOP FLOOR SALON

Full-Service Salon
Total hair care for men and women

1690 San Pablo Ave., Suite E

Pinole, CA 94564

(510) 741-1150
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SALES & SERVICE SINCE 1976
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MIKE’S APPLIANCES IS OPEN IN PINOLE!
1736 San Pablo Avenue, Pinole.
(the old Blue Sky Sports building)

PINOLE’S POST-WAR PAST

Continued from page 8 enJoyment and parents’
worries.

When the old palm
tree was cut down on
Willow Avenue, it drew a
large crowd of curious
townsfolk. However, this
was to be outdone by a
stampede of onlookers
when the first TV aerial

Continued on page 10

Jessie Clark's Pinole-
Hercules News still made
sure your birthday party
made the front page.
And, Henry “Hank”
Almond’s silver WWII
airplane gave noisy air-
shows over the town
with stunts for kids’

SEQUOIA |REAL ESTATE

My diverse background working on the trading
floor of the Pacific Stock Exchange, as well as
managing the day-to-day operations of Sequoia
Real Estate, has prepared me well to work in highly
emotional and sometimes tense situations.

In today's changing real estate market you need
someone you can trust who will negotiate and close
your transaction. Whether you are a first-time home
buyer or a seasoned investor, | will be your trusted
advisor, help navigate you through any kind of
market, and provide enough information so that
you feel comfortable about the process.

Ricardo Velazco

Realtor | Owner

CA Lic.#01471392

2221 Pear St., Pinole, CA 94564
510.283.5757 | Office
510.367.3519 | Cell/Text
ricardo@sequoia-re.com
www.ricardovelazco.com
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Jessie Howe Clark arrwed in Pmole on the train in

1913 and immediately began chronicling the city’s

history, first for the Pinole Weekly Times, and then
for the Pinole-Hercules News, which she founded in
1946. Her newspaper clippings are on microfilm at

the Pinole Library.

KEI I v RODENT & ANT CONTROL

PEST CONTROL o
‘SOLVING PEST | PBDBLEMS" = .
S *w - i JOHN KELLY
510.715.8349
-5 JDHNKELLY@I(ELLYPEST NET
PO BOX 2281 OPR 11300
EL CERRITO 94530 i PR 7010




What matters most to you in life?

It's a big question. But it's just one of many questions I'll ask to better understand you,
your goals and your dreams. All to help you live confidently — today and in the future.

Mark Anthony Porter, CRPC®
Private Wealth Advisor
Managing Director

415.743.9886

44 Montgomery Street

San Francisco, CA 94104
mark.a.porter@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/mark.a.porter
CA Insurance #0D93357

Porter, Ritchle & Assoclates
A private wealth advisory
practice of Ameriprise
Financial Services, LLC

Be Brilliant’

Ameriprise
Financial

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC. @ 2021 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. {01,/21)

PINOLE'S POST-WAR PAST

Continued from page 9
went up on a home on
Prune Street.

[ proudly stood among
the clapping masses
when the first traffic light
was dedicated in 1948.
Paper boy Ronnie Silva
pressed the start button,
and Mayor Allan Doidge
gave a great speech
about how this event
would put Pinole on the
map.

The Neighborhood
Watch Program was the
telephone central opera-
tor in Louis Ruff’s gro-
cery store on Main Street.
She electronically traced
your every movement, so
your parents knew where
you had been before you
got home.

Our hand-crank phone
was #133, and the opera-

Club Alibi, San Pablo and Fernandez avenues.

tor knew everyone’s
online business. The tele-
phone poles sang with
songs of rumor and gos-
sip.

When the big tomato
trucks from Pinole Valley
farms overturned with
their red loads on High-

way 40, housewives got
their telephone cues
faster than a smartphone
text. They grabbed their
kids and baskets and
rushed to the messy
scene to scoop up the
spoils.

Another valued tradi-
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tion was the community
rush to their Tennent
Avenue front porch or
curb when the fire siren
rang. Everyone dropped
what they were doing and
hurried outside to see
which way the fire truck
went and to wave and
cheer on the firemen.
Like Rip Van Winkle,
I awakened one day in
the late 1950s to witness
the start of the loss of
the vintage Pinole I knew.
The coming of 1-80 cut
Pinole in half from the
valley. The springing up
of homes in Pinole Valley
ended our family mush-
room hunts and the rural
paradise of tomato fields,
green pastures, and
meadowlarks’ songs.
NEXT ISSUE: GROWING UP
IN ‘40s AND ’50s PINOLE.



PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS

Our advertisers make it possible for the historical society to

publish this quarterly newsletter.
They enrich our community, and they depend on your
business. Let’s help them out.

China House

RESTAURANT
Mandarin & Szechuan Cuisine

Open 7 Days A Week
Mon~Sun:11:30am.~9:30pm.

Tel:(510)741-8788
1971 San Pablo Avenue, Pinole, CA 94564

Mike Letcher
Owner

636 San Pahlo Ave.
Pinole Ca 94564

510-724-2335

Email

WESTCATMR

Western Contra Costa Transit Authority

Public Transportation Service Provider
Local Fixed Routes, Express Routes to BART, Commuter Bus
Route to San Francisco, ADA Paratransit, & Dial-A-Ride

Est. 1977

601 Walter Avenue, Pinole, CA 94564
(510) 724-7993
www.westcat.org

letcherbros@gmail.com

Website
letcherbros.com

Geoff Torretta A Pinole Landmark

Antlers Y Tavern

Est. 1938

2284 San Pablo Ave.
Pinole, CA

(510) 724-9961

Ingram Painting
Interior « Exterior * Decks
Drywall & Texturing

Rodney Ingram
(510) 302-5681

License #1037176

ringrampainting@gmail.com

Bill's Underground

Contr. Lic. #533042
Sewer Specialist ~ Sewer Location & video

TRENCHLESS PIPEBURSTING
Sewer Laterals ~ Sewer Mains ~ Storm Drains
Office (510) 223-8205

Cell (510) 932-1736 5489 Sobrante Avenue
Fax (510) 222-8168 El Sobrante, CA 94803

BillsUnderground@att.net

Bill Schupp

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507
or e-mail
info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org
for information and rates.

Full-Service
Community Banking

For You.Your Family. Your Business.

& Mechanics

Bank i~

Pinole
2690 Pinole Valley Rd.

MechanicsBank.com
MEMBER FDIC
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MORTUARIES

Civic CENTER CHAPEL

hEE

CHAPEL OF THE MISSION BELLS

[=]i='4[=] 455 24th St. 13644 San Pablo Avenue
. r Richmond, CA San Pablo, CA
=] 94804 94806
(510) 232-4383 (510) 232-6552
FD195 FD881

1918-2023
105 years serving families
www.wilsonkratzermortuaries.com

Remembering the 1927 Carquinez Bridge

FeB. 2 PHS PROGRAM AT PINOLE LIBRARY

ohn Robinson,
author and Cal
State East Bay pro-

fessor who has

presented four times to
Pinole Historical Society
audiences, will present
the society’s first 2024
program — RKemember-
ing the 1927 Carquinez
Bridge — Friday, Febru-
ary 2, at the Pinole
Library, from 6:30-8 PM

John’s previous PHS
programs include:

* The Lift Bridges of
the Bay Area

+ Lost Cities of the
East Bay

* The Short-Lived
History of Bay Area
Shoreline Art.

* The Bay Bridge Troll

Several of John’s pro-
grams, along with all of
the programs the PHS
recorded since 2008, are
on the Pinole Historical
Society YouTube channel.

When the Carquinez
Bridge opened on May
21, 1927, it was the

John Robinson

longest bridge west of
the Mississippi River and
the world’s longest high-
way bridge. (It predated
the San Francisco Bay
Bridge and Golden Gate
Bridge by 11 years.) It
was also the first bridge
to be designed to resist
seismic forces.

The two main spans
were 1,100 feet in length;
at the time, it was the

12

fourth longest cantilever
bridge in the world.

Construction began in
1923 and when the
bridge opened it replaced
ferry service across the
Carquinez Strait.

When 1-80 was built,
the second cantilever
bridge was built with four
lanes for the eastbound
traffic. The westbound

Continued on page 13



“The challenge of history is to recognize its time flow so we can
better understand it. To understand history, we have to somehow
bridge then and now and connect the dots of past events with the

present. One way to do this is by learning to view the past not in terms
of timelines or yesterdays, but rather as an ongoing present.”

— George R. Vincent —

CARQUINEZ BRIDGE

Continued from page 12
bridge was expanded
from two to three narrow
lanes by eliminating the
pedestrian crossing.

By the 21st Century,
the traffic count was up
to 105,000 vehicles per
day. Because the original
bridge didn’t meet mod-
ern seismic standards,
rebuilding it was impracti-
cal, so a new one was
built.

The 1927 bridge was
dismantled in 2006 after

the new Al Zampa Bridge on May 21, 1927, Presudent Calvin Coolidge pressed a button in
for westbound traffic Washington, D.C., and opened the Carquinez Bridge to the 50,000
opened in 2003. cars that crossed that day. (Photo by the Sacramento Union.)

E@DELI

Mon.-Fri. 9-3pm
Closed Weekends

624 San Pablo Ave. / 510-724-5335

(51 0) 235-4056 2207 EMERIC AVENUE thenewdeli.com

LICENSE Mo. 421131 SAN PABLO, CA 94806 Homemade Soups, Salads, Vegetarian & Traditional Fare
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SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PHS BY BECOMING A MEMBER IN 2024

For only $30, you can help the PHS accomplish its mission of bringing the history of Pinole to
our residents through exhibits at the Pinole Library, Pinole history programs
in schools, Pinole Community TV programs, walking tours of downtown Pinole,
the Veterans Day event in Fernandez Park — and you’ll have the satisfaction
of helping promote and preserve Pinole's history for future generations.

JOIN THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY (OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP)
AND HELP PROMOTE AND PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OUR CITY.

Please mail the membership application in this newsletter today!

PinoleHistoricalSociety
2024 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

(PINOLE RESIDENCY NOT REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP)

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION AND SEND THIS FORM
TO PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. Box 285, PINOLE, CA 94564
MEMBERSHIPS ARE FOR THE 2024 CALENDAR YEAR (EXCEPT LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS)

NAME: (each member):
ADDRESS:
CITY/STATE/ZIP
PHONE: ( )
E-MAIL (please!):
CIRCLE ONE: Annual-new ($30)  Annual-renewal ($30)  Business ($50)  Life ($150)
METHOD OF PAYMENT: 0O Check (Payable to Pinole Historical Society)

O Credit Card: O Visa 0O MasterCard O American Express O Discover

Credit Card # Expiration Date (O\AY
TOTAL ENCLOSED:




Pinole
Through
Time

Richmond Fl Sobrante EIl Cerrito

L.OCAL HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM
THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

he Pinole Historical Society sells
I these Arcadia books at the Pinole
Farmers’ Market two Saturdays per
month, April through December.

Most are $25, including sales tax. A
few of the older books are $23, including
sales tax.

Mail order prices (below) include
shipping. We accept Visa, MasterCard,
Amex, and Discover credit cards.

Area

Name

Lighthouses
of the Bay

Address

City State Zip

Phone ( )
E-mail

METHOD OF PAYMENT
(1 Check: Payable to Pinole Historical Society
(1 Credit card (4 Visa 1 MasterCard 1 Amex [ Discover)

Card # cvv

Exp. date

Bay Area
Cocktails

# of Pinole @$30 __

# of Hercules @$30 _

# of El Sobrante @$30

# of Maritime CCC @$30
# of Crockett @$28 _

# of Martinez @$28

# of Tilden Park @$30

# of Bay Area Cocktails @$30 __
# of Bay Area Ferries @$30 __
# of Lighthouses @$30 __

# of Pinole Through Time @$30 ___
# of Richmond @$30

# of El Cerrito @$30

# of East Bay Hills @$30 __

# of Rodeo @$28 _

# of Port Costa @$28

# of Napa Valley @$30 __

# of Hidden SF @$30

# of Left Behind @$30

# of SF Beer @$30 _

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $
Please mail to PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. Box 285, PINOLE, CA 94564

Crockett Rodeo

Ferries of
the Bay
Area

Maritime

TILDEN
REGIONAL
PARK

San
Francisco
Beer

E BA
HILLS

san
Bay Area

Hidden San
Francisco

. ._ _.
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& StateFarmr Massage by Michelle

AUTO + HOME + LIFE + BANK

EARTHQUAKE + BUSINESS New Years Specia]:
MOTORCYCLE +HEALTH +RV $10 off any massage!
Local Guy (Reserve online at massagebymichelleg.com)
Local Knowl edge 1 coupon per client.
PVHS Alumni — Offer good through April 30, 2024 —
GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE AT
Great to be back home in Old Town!” MASSAGEBYMICHELLEG.COM
LINO AMARAL -Q Michelle Gonzalez, C.M.T.

AGENT ca# 0725137 o A 925.899.4811

2489 San Pablo Avenue 3 . .
Pinole, CA 94564 A Swe(llsll, Deep Tlssue, & Foof Reﬂexology

www.massagebymichelleg.com

510.724.5432 Sl ) Book Online

www.AskLino.com = Call or book online for location

f '/,'-" S
. |
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House + Lilith

Hairn DESIGNERS

Probate/Trust Administration

jﬂ @M %M@ @;wk \é\gﬂigiiﬁf’rsmps

Financial Elder Abuse
Inheritance Disputes

rayropinson.attorney

2235 San Pablo Avenue,
just off Tennent Avenue

next to the Pump House. www.rayrobinson.attorney [S]g[8]
Aner (510-724-1454) | | DROE00T000
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