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n the book, “Images of Ameri-
ca: Pinole,” co-author George
Vincent wrote, “in 1821, Mex-
ico took control of California

from Spain. In 1823, Ygnacio
Martínez became the grantee of
17,786 acres stretching from
San Pablo Bay to the Carquinez
Strait. Martínez had been a 
soldier on the Spanish frontier
for 42 years, most without pay.
At first the rancho was called
Nuestra Señora de la Merced,
and later Rancho El Pinole.”
This year marks the 200th

anniversary of the El Pinole Grant.
Though the grant included parts
of today’s West Contra Costa and
Central Contra Costa, Martínez
chose to build his estate on land
in what is today’s Pinole Valley
Park.
How shall the Pinole Histori-

cal Society commemorate the
bicentennial of the El Pinole
Grant? That’s the subject of the
society’s Friday, February 10, pro-

gram at the Pinole Sportsman’s
Club. The society invites its mem-
bers and the community to attend

this free event at 6:30 PM to offer
ideas and suggestions.

Continued on page 12
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HELP THE PHS COMMEMORATE THE 200TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE EL PINOLE GRANT TO DON YGNACIO MARTIÍNEZ

February 10 Pinole Historical Society meeting 
at Pinole Sportsmen’s Club, 201 Piñon Avenue

The El Pinole Grant encompassed 17,786 acres.
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Salon, Kaiser Permanente Medical Office Building,
Letcher Bros. Auto Repair, Mechanics Bank, Menchie’s
Frozen Yogurt, Mike’s Appliances, Douglas Oliver,
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FOR ADVERTISERS: 1,500 printed copies of PHS
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readership among thousands of Pinole and West County
residents. Hundreds more receive the newsletter direct-
ly from the PHS via its database and website.

If you’re interested in advertising, contact 
Jeff Rubin at info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or (510) 724-9507.

Official insurance carrier of the Pinole Historical Society

ADVERTISE WITH US
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org for information and rates.

PHS at Pinole Farmers’ Market
The Pinole Historical Society booth is at the Pinole

Farmers Market twice every month from April through
December.
Please stop by and say hello and share some Pinole

history.

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 

or e-mail 
info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org 

for information and rates.
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President’s Message
Jeff Rubin, President, Pinole Historical Society and Pinole History Museum

anniversary of the El Pinole Grant, a gift of land to
Mexican solider Ygnacio Martinez that encompasses
what is present-day Pinole.
It’s not often that an historical society gets to com-

memorate a bicentennial. In addition to seeking input
from our members and the public at our February 10
quarterly meeting (front page), we’re also seeking
ideas from Pinole students in our history essay con-
test.
The question this year is: 2023 marks the 200th

anniversary of the El Pinole Grant that eventually
created the city of Pinole. There were many land
grants awarded by the Mexican government in the
Bay Area in the early 19th century. Why were these
land grants important to Pinole’s, and the Bay
Area’s history?
We can’t wait to read the essays.

Continued on page 4

WRITING, STORYTELLING, AND A LIFE WELL LIVED

Ricardo Velazco
Realtor I Owner

CA Lic.#01471392

2221 Pear St., Pinole, CA 94564

510.283.5757 I Office

510.367.3519 I Cell/Text

ricardo@sequoia-re.com

www.ricardovelazco.com

My diverse background working on the trading
floor of the Pacific Stock Exchange, as well as 
managing the day-to-day operations of Sequoia 
Real Estate, has prepared me well to work in highly
emotional and sometimes tense situations.

In today's changing real estate market you need
someone you can trust who will negotiate and close
your transaction. Whether you are a first-time home
buyer or a seasoned investor, I will be your trusted
advisor, help navigate you through any kind of 
market, and provide enough information so that 
you feel comfortable about the process.

ne of the fortu-
itous happen-
stances of 
history is that 

it lends itself to good
writing and storytelling.
From the great 

prose of co-founder and
historian George Vin-
cent, to the intriguing
entries submitted by 
students who have par-
ticipated in the society’s
annual history essay
contest since 2009, the
society has been
enriched with priceless
narrative and ideas.

George’s programs for our members, walking
tours of historic downtown Pinole, and storytelling
to schoolchildren in the early part of the 21st centu-
ry about the lives of schoolchildren in the early part
of the 20th century, have contributed a great deal to
the preservation of Pinole’s history. It’s among the
reasons he was honored at the Pinole History Muse-
um fundraising dinner last September.
In this newsletter George regales us with another

well-told story of a quirky Pinolean who lived more
than a hundred years ago, a character among an
array of early 20th century characters he’s profiled
on these pages. This one, though, may or may not
have left a pot of gold at the end of his personal
rainbow. Read “John Henry’s Treasure and the 
Great Pinole Gold Rush” on page 8.

BICENTENNIAL ESSAY CONTEST

As you read on the front page, 2023 is the 200th

O

Jeff Rubin
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 3

A LIFE WELL LIVED

A man who led an extraordi-
nary life, some of it in Pinole,
died January 7. 
His name was Edgar A. Vovsi,

and for the 10 years he lived
here, he left a legacy of civic
involvement and public service
that is well worth emulating.
Edgar was a Pinole City Council-

man (1972-75), Mayor of Pinole
(1973-74), and a member and
past president of the Pinole
Jaycees, the local chapter of the
United States Junior Chamber, a
leadership-training and civic 
organization for people between
the ages of 18 and 40. 
He was also a member of the

Pinole Historical and Museum
Commission.
All this in the scant 10 years he

lived in Pinole while an executive
at the Americn Heart Association
in Oakland and San Francisco.
The irony of him being a histo-

ry aficionado — Edgar wrote his
Holy Names University master’s
thesis “Ignacio Martínez and The
Rancho El Pinole 1823-1868,”
which chronicled the 50 years
spanning the land grant and the
actions of the Federal Land 

Commission that led to the ran-
cho’s demise — and me being the
president of the historical society
is that though we never met, we
carried on a years-long email
friendship based on shared faith
(Judaism), careers (journalism),
and, by serendipitous happen-
stance, graduating from the same
university (Bradley), where we
were taught by the same journal-

ism professor (Dr. Paul B. Snider),
though 15 years apart.
Our emails were filled with

mutual love of Pinole’s history
and college basketball. 
Bradley was once a college

hoops power, not so much in my
lifetime, but certainly in Edgar’s.
I’ll miss our correspondence.
There’s more — much more —

to his story. See page 6.
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We thank our donors for their generosity and support
Want to MAKE HISTORY HAPPEN? Send a check to

Pinole History Museum, PO Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564, 
or donate online at www.pinolehistorymuseum.org

$20,000 to $25,000
Jeff Rubin and 
Norma Martínez-Rubin

$10,000 to $14,999
Tessie Curran Baldwin
$4,000 to $4,999
Mechanics Bank
$2,000 to $2,499
Tim and Kim Banuelos
Collins Management 
Foundation

Edward Downer III and 
Yoshimi Downer

Alex and Nita Jason
Eric and Deborah Mariotti
William McMaster
Shirley Ramos
Vincent, Monika, Lila, and
Dylan Salimi
$1,000 to $2,499
Chris, Lyla, Johnny 
(Happy Sashimi)

Fred and Roben Gerson
Steve and Priscilla James
Joy Jennings
Gregg Kurita (in loving memory
of my wife, Sabrina Kurita)

Brian and Susyn Normington
Roberta Tim Quan
Brian Ramos
Greg Ramos
Patti Ramos-Baker
Ross Ramos
Angela Schneider (House of
Lilith Hair Designers)

Joy and Sid Shapiro
Chiyo Shidara, D.D.S.
Darrell Jay Tucker
$500 to $999
Joel and Jo Ann Gannotti
Katherine Kiehn
Bob and Carol Kopp
Edit Villarreal
Betty Viramontes
$250 to $499
Avram Gimbel
William Green
Judy Hamilton
Linda Jane Kole and 
Steven Morrow

Tom Leal
Nancye Lee
Dennis Lorette
Mary and Warner McMains
Carol McMahon
Pete and Cathy Murray
Arnold Ode
Carole Price
Doris Salmi
David Smith and 
Mary Ruth Kelley

Jim Ulversoy
Edgar and Mary Vovsi
Chris Wimmer
Florence Wong

$100 to $249
Lois Boyle
Ross Browne
Deanna Brownlee
Chipotle
Cynthia Christian
Alex and Rita Clark
John J. Collins
Earl and Cecilia Combs
Hank and Doreen Covell
Carol De Young
Marvin Dutra
Diane Dyer
Mary Ann Egger
Mark and Darlene Elms
Belinda Espinosa
Stella Faria
Julia Faulkner
Peter Fimbres
Joel Fischer
Bob and Lynn Fissell
James and Carolyn Flynn
Jack and Catherine Frost
Maria Gallo
Cindy Wilson Gattenby
Nancy and Gary Gill
Terry Gilliam 
John and Ann Heintz
Hercules Historical Society
Pete and Sherry Janke
Lance and Mary 
Johannessen
Sally Johnson
Joanne Johnston
Marjorie Jones
Tim Kearns
Frank Kelly
Anne Kesti
Kenneth Kille
Carol Lawson
Mike and Sharon LeFebvre
Patricia H. Lewis
Margie Liberty
Richard and Claudia 
Lindsay
Charlotte Liniger
Sue Lynn
Louis and Irene Matta
Patty McGoldrick
Bill and Diane Miller
Elizabeth Barroca Miller
Susan Millhollin
Donna Mythen
Tom Netemeyer
Alice Ninomiya
Flora Ninomiya
Paul and Phyllis O’Driscoll
Charlene O’Rourke
James and Lillian Ott
John Paradela
Don Patterson
Jim Payne
Carole Person
Walt Peterson
Pinole Garden Club
Maureen Powers
Pat Rei
Richmond Elks Lodge 
No. 1251

Mark and Donna Rubin
Celeste Silvas
Jennifer Sobol
St. Joseph School
Ann Tarabini
Gary and Colleen Tipp
Jan Torbet
Sylvia Villa Serrano
Patricia Weishahn
Steve and Fran Welstand
Mary and Charles Whaley
Debora Willis
Andre Le Mont Wilson
Ann Wilson
Barbara and Michael 
Woldemar
Martha and Ken Wong
Judith Yacovetti
John Ziesenhenne
Up to $99
Frank Acedo
Andres Anacker, MD
Bob Antaki
Adila Araya
Michael Ashburne
Claire J. Baker
Ralph Bedwell
Jimmy Boucher
Jonay M. Brownlee
Sharon Bullock
Karla Butler
Janet Bywater
Joe and Lea Campbell
Joyce and Dwight Carbone
Judy Cates
Mary Di Cecco
Patti Clark
Christine Costa
Tea Aguiar Court
Elizabeth Crook
Marge Dean
Estela DePaz
Phyllis Dill
Brian and Kathy Donohue
Mary Drazba
David Dumolin
Bruce Ezzell
Lois Faria
Victoria Fimbres
Linda Flood
Tashia Flucas
Mary Collins Gallagher
Cari Jo Galloway
Margaret Gelhaus
Bill Gram-Reefer
Kay Green
Marilyn Griego
Julie Ann Hawks
Colin Hill
Fred and Irene Hollister
Thomas Immel
Sonny Jackson
Mike and Claudia Janda
Roy and Kristen Javellana
Kay Johnson
Ronald and Frances Jones
Deborah Jordan
Shirlee Kahila
Yevgeniy Kazinets

Virginia Kennedy
Peggy Kirton
Gary Lalley
Don and Michele Lau
Judy Lewis
Richard and Patricia Loomis
Steven Lopez
Beatrice Mahrt
Laurelle Martin
Jack and Nancy McFarland
Tracy McKendell
Lisa Melgarejo
Ariel Mercado
Deborah and Joe Miglia
Nancy Miller
Rob Moitoza
Kent and Ann Moriarty
Mary Myers
Christine Nadeau
Carolyn and Jon Nelson
Audrey Nieman
Terry O’Donnell
Kate Owings
Dennis Piowaty Palmer
Jan Parfet
George Parsons
Pam and Ron Patzlaff
Ed Pear
Barbara Pearce
Vincent and Leah Perez
Bob Polacchi
George Pursley
Robin Raber-Luna
Vickie and Michael Resso
Ben Reyes II
Mike Riback (Meyers Nave)
Mary and Danny Rinaldi
Julia V. Roundy
Juanita Sayo
Charlotte Schell
Leona Seidell
Paul Sekins
Robert Shea
Danna Shirley
Diane Sielert
Daniel Silva-Thwaites
Fran Silver
Nancy Snodgrass
Dan Steele
Karen Stella
Alice M. Strain
Helen Studabaker
Elaine Sturtevant
Arlene Tapia
Ginny Taylor
Bryan C. Todd
Jeanette Tramm
Jean Ulversoy
Kay Warfel
Ora Webber
Tom Welsh (Crocketts 
Premier Auto Body)
Carole Whitmarsh
Howard and Linda Wise
Sonya and Bill Wyland
Rie Yagi
Pat York
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dgar A. Vovsi, a former Pinole City Councilman and Mayor,
died January 7, just 14 days before his 90th birthday. He
died in his sleep, peacefully according to his wife of 65
years, Mary. 

That he lived at all is a story of courage.
Edgar was a native of Riga, Latvia, the son of a Russian father

and a Latvian mother. He and his parents, Orthodox Jews,
escaped in 1940 as the Nazis were applying their final solution to
the Jews of Europe.
“His father was an attorney in Riga and a foreign correspondent

for the London Times,” said Mary by phone days after Edgar’s
death. “He knew the war was brewing and what the Germans were
doing, and he decided to leave. He made arrangements somehow,
probably put some money under the table, and got a passport for
Ed. They left in April of 1940, took a plane to Stockholm, and
ended up in Oslo. They sailed [for the United States] a day before
the Germans invaded Norway. 
“The Germans radioed the ship to come back, but the captain

refused, and they eventually arrived in New York.” Edgar was 7.
No one else in the Vovsi family would leave; they all died in the

concentration camps.
Once in the U.S., the Vovsis lived in the Jewish

tenements in New York City before they were 
re-settled to a cramped apartment in Peoria, IL. 
At age 39, Vovsi’s father, who’d been working in a
factory in Peoria, died of a heart attack. Edgar
was 12.
In a 2016 article in the Las Vegas Review-

Journal, Edgar spoke about his life.
“The stress of getting us out and not being able

to support us as he did in Latvia killed my father,”
Edgar said.
Following four years in the U.S. Air Force after

high school, Edgar returned to Peoria to attend
Bradley University, from which he graduated with
a degree in journalism in 1959. He and Mary met
in college. Mary graduated in 1957.

Continued on page 7

In memoriam
EDGAR A. VOVSI
January 21, 1933 — January 7, 2023. Age 89

Edgar A. Vovsi

1971 Jaycees installation dinner (L-R): Mike and Roberta
Rei, Edgar and Mary Vovsi, Roy and Rose Swearingen.

1918-2022
104 years

Serving Families

E
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Windermere Rowland Realty
930 San Pablo Avenue, Suite A
Pinole, CA 94564

“BAY AREA’S 
BEST HOTDOG”
3857 San Pablo Dam Road
El Sobrante, CA 94803
(510) 223-8870

The Pinole Historical Society promotes awareness
and appreciation of history through preservation
and education, and chronicles the city’s heritage 

for current and future generations.

The Pinole Historical Society is grateful
for donations of artifacts, photos, 

newspapers, memorabilia — anything 
of historical significance. 
Please contact us at 

info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or call (510) 724-9507.

GOT HISTORY?

EDGAR A. VOVSI

Edgar A. Vovsi’s memoir.

Continued from page 6
Edgar began his short newspaper career in Peoria and Pekin, IL.. His

long career with heart associations included stops in Springfield (IL),
Alameda (Executive Director of the Alameda County Heart Association),
San Francisco, Los Angeles, and back to Springfield, where he was 
Executive Vice President of the Illinois Heart Association.
As part of the heart association’s anti-smoking campaign, he helped

write 1988 legislation banning smoking on U.S. commercial airline flights.
“I enjoyed using government to make positive contributions,” Vovsi told

the Review-Journal. “They weren’t earth-shattering, but helped 
quality of life.
“I often ask, ‘Why am I alive and hundreds of thousands of other kids

didn’t make it?’ I don’t know why, but because I’m alive I believe I must
try and make a difference.”
During his 10 years in Pinole he was a Pinole City Councilman (1972-

75), Mayor of Pinole (1973-74), and member and past president of the
Pinole Jaycees. He played a part in the construction of the tennis courts
by the Pinole Library. He was also a member of the Pinole Historical and
Museum Commission.
He wrote three books, including a memoir of his life as a refugee of the

Holocaust. The latter, pictured at right, is housed at the United States
Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, D.C. 



8

2718 pinole valley road • pinole, california 94564
510.758.8881           www.eathappysashimi.com

Saving Memories

Call (510) 388-9284   www.savingmemories.com

Saving your most precious Family Video 
memories & photos on DVD is easy and 
inexpensive! Slide Shows help create a 

special atmosphere at Birthdays, Weddings,
Memorials, Retirement & Anniversary Parties!

Services include:
Slide Shows, transfer of VHS, Beta, all size
camcorder tape to DVD, Photo Editing.
— 8, Super 8 & 16 MM film to DVD —

Debbie Ojeda, owner
ojedahouse@comcast.net

Back in the day

s a youngster, 
I was intrigued
by my father's
stories of early

Pinole's eccentric charac-
ters.
One story in particular

fascinated me, about a
town hermit and miser
named John Henry. The
tale told was that he had
buried a hoard of gold
coins near Pinole, and
the treasure had never
been found. At age ten, I
had gold dreams and was
determined to find it. 
The local dumpsite

was off Franklin Canyon
Road and not far from
John Henry's supposed
old homesite. I would
ask my dad if we could
stop on our dump trip
and dig for the treasure. 
My dad said the legend

of John Henry's gold was
only a fairy tale. He also
said as a teenager in
Pinole he had been
fooled by the story and
had dug more empty
holes than a gopher.
But as an adult and

historian, the curious
story of John Henry still
stayed with me. I became
more interested in find-
ing out more about his
life than finding his 
fictional treasure trove. 
How could he have

fooled so many into
believing he was wealthy
while creating a lasting
folklore of hidden riches
for his legacy?
My research for evi-

dence and facts of John
Henry's existence and
background took me to
many sources. I combed
through Contra Costa his-
tory archives, old news-
papers, county tax
records, maps, Bancroft
Library documents, and
The History Center of The
Church of Latter-Day
Saints in Oakland. 
What emerged was the

personality sketch of a
reclusive man of mystery
whose odd habits and
suspicious lifestyle
spawned a mythology of
buried treasure.
John Henry valued his

privacy and lonesome
lifestyle and revealed 
little about himself to
others. It seems he 
trusted no one.
It is likely that John

Henry as a young man
left his Ohio home for
the lure of the California
gold fields. He was born
in May 1837 to Barnabas
Henry and Nancy Wolf,
and had one brother,
Nate Henry. While in 
California, John Henry
also went by John Henry
Davenaugh. 
His earliest record in

California was in the
1860 census describing
him as a 23-year-old
farmer near Martinez with
$300 in personal proper-
ty. Twenty years later, in
1880, his circumstances
had changed. He was
then penned as a 42-
year-old saloon keeper
between Pinole and Mar-
tinez and was joined by
his 27-year-old brother,
Nate. He sold mostly
beer, and rumor had it
that he favored this trade

because of family ties to
European brewmaster
skills.
The censuses of 1900

and 1910 also found him
to be in the same loca-
tion in the Rodeo valley.
He was described as a
single man and keeper of
a roadhouse outside of
the Pinole Township.
Pinole at that time had

a narrow dirt road run-
ning through the little
hamlet with more than
13 saloons along its Main
Street thoroughfare, with
more bars on the side
streets. Business was
brisk, but John Henry
wanted to be by himself
and be his own boss. 
He chose to locate his

small beer tavern away
from the bigger competi-
tion and on the roadside
to Martinez near the pre-
sent-day Franklin Canyon
Golf Course. Curiously, 

Continued on page 9

A

JOHN HENRY’S TREASURE AND
THE GREAT PINOLE GOLD RUSH

George Vincent

George R. Vincent
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Serious Injury • Auto Accident

Donald E. Patterson
Attorney at Law

www.donaldepatterson.com

FREE CONSULTATION (510) 262-2120

Paula Harvey Christina Isley

1690 San Pablo Ave., Suite E
Pinole, CA 94564 (510) 741-1150

TOP FLOOR SALON
Full-Service Salon

Total hair care for men and women

Tiep Vo 
(Kelley Nails)

Nails • Pedicures • Facials

Continued from page 8

he was allowed by
landowners of the prop-
erty to squat there free of
rent from 1874 to 1914.
Somehow, he befriended
and outlasted them all,
from the Miner Ranch in
1874 to Patrick Tormey
and Bernardo Fernandez
by 1914.
He lived on four acres

from the 1870s until his
health failed in 1914.
The county tax assessor
in 1890 showed him with
$650 in improvements
and paying $9 in tax.
He had a working self-

sufficient farm, as well as
a shabby saloon. He had
wagons, horses, cows,
chickens, hogs, black-
smith tools, one dog, a
gun and $60 in saloon
and liquor fixtures. John
Henry knew how to write

and signed his name to
the tax receipt.
His dingy roadside bar

became a popular stop
for thirsty travelers, gold
seekers, and Santa Fe
Railroad workers on the
"Christie Crossing" trestle.
John Henry became well
known to the county's
inhabitants and was
called "The Hermit of
Rodeo Valley.”
He was a familiar fig-

ure sitting in the doorway
of his rundown wayside
inn. The interior of his
premises was dated and
the place and its furnish-
ings were described as
"bearing the earmarks of
time." There were sou-
venirs of Contra Costa's
pioneer days, dismal
walls decorated with old
advertisements and
posters as well as news
copies of all divorce

notices in the county.
The story was told

about John Henry's war
against the opposite sex.
He posted the notices of
failed marriages behind
his bar for all to see. He
might have once had a
marriage that turned
sour. Upon his death,
authorities somehow
found a former brother-
in-law to notify of his
passing.
There was one out-

standing feature that 
customers remembered
about John Henry. He
was not only a hermit 
but had a King Midas
fondness for gold coins 
garnished from his warm
beer sales. He always 
disappeared with patrons'
gold coins and gave them
change in silver coinage.
This habit fueled the
rumor that he had a 

golden fortune stored or
buried somewhere.
In 1914, John Henry

suffered a debilitating
stroke and was paralyzed
and taken to the county
hospital in Martinez. He
died there, indigent and
feeble-minded, on August
15, 1915, at the age of
78. Pinole's Dr. Manuel
Fernandez and Town
Constable Fraser notified
his next of kin, a brother
in Fresno and an ex
brother-in-law in San
Francisco.
Not believing in banks,

John Henry had kept his
money somewhere, and
gossip quickly spread
that the old man had
buried it near his shack.
Gold fever gripped the

area from Pinole to 
Martinez! His ramshackle
cabin and saloon in 

Continued on page 10

JOHN HENRY’S TREASURE

WE’RE MOVING!
Mike’s Appliances will be relocating soon to 1736 San Pablo Avenue, Pinole.

(the old Blue Sky Sports building)



10

JOHN HENRY’S TREASURE
Continued from page 9
Franklin Canyon were ripped to the ground

and trampled to pieces. Digging was rampant
everywhere, including at "Indian Peak,” a hill
far east of Rodeo where John had once been
seen.
A  follow-up news article denoting the

scene summed up the feelings of the time
when things had calmed down:

"From all the procurable evidence of
John Henry's fabulous wealth, it is only a
myth. John Henry was a man who never
spent a wooden nickel, and who never
made a ripple in his life."
But John Henry's ghost got the last laugh

after all. Fifty-one years later, in 1966, feder-
al Treasury agents swarmed over the Pinole
and Rodeo Hills. Residents knew that some-
thing big was up. A fortune in gold coins had
been mysteriously uncovered and then quiet-
ly disappeared again by a new generation of
hoarders. Its value was estimated at the time
as more than $50,000. 
John Henry had at last indeed made a

very big ripple in his life.
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A Pinole Landmark

900 San Pablo Ave., Pinole, CA 94564

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers make it possible for the historical society to 

publish this quarterly newsletter. They enrich our community, 
and they’re really hurting right now, just like the rest of us. 

Let’s help them out.

RODENT & ANT CONTROL



downtown Pinole.
• THE PINOLE MURAL: Wells Fargo

Bank produced this video about
the history of Pinole. The mural
hangs in the bank’s Pinole office
on Fitzgerald Drive.
• AN INTERVIEW WITH TWO

MAYORS: Former mayors Jack Mee-
han and Tom Cutino tell how they
saved Fitzgerald Drive — and the
sales-tax dollars its shopping cen-
ters produce — for Pinole.
• WHAT’S IN A NAME?: How

Pinole streets got their names, 
and the characters behind those
names.
• 1962, ‘63, ‘64 AND ‘65 

FIESTA DEL PINOLE PARADES, cour-
tesy of PHS member Jim Payne.
PHS YouTube: https://youtu.be/0mOUvgFlrp4.

More videos have been
uploaded to the Pinole Historical
Society’s YouTube channel, includ-
ing the September and November
2022 programs by Cal State-East
Bay professor John Robinson and
representatives from the Contra
Costa History Center in Martinez.
All of the programs we’ve record-

ed since 2008 are on our YouTube
channel for your enjoyment. Our
thanks to Pinole History Museum
board member Alec Jason, who
reformatted more than a decade’s
worth of PHS programs and
uploaded them to YouTube.
Among the 30-plus videos

include:
• GEORGE VINCENT’S two walking tours of historic
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PHS YOUTUBE CHANNEL UPDATED WITH RECENT PROGRAM VIDEOS

200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE EL PINOLE GRANT
Continued from front page

Pinole holds the distinction of having one of the
oldest names in Contra Costa County.
Spaniards first explored the area in the 1772 Pedro

Fages expedition. Father Juan Crespi penned the
name in his diary, recording the Spanish word
“penole” or “pinolli” for the meal made from seeds,
grain, and acorns given to the explorers by the 
welcoming Native Americans. The name stuck to 
the area, so that when Don Ygnacio Martínez applied
in 1823 for a land grant of almost 18,000 acres in 
the Contra Costa region, he requested the grant as 
El Pinole.
At the time, Pinole Valley was described as a wild

and desolate place with herds of deer and elk and
numerous grizzly bear. The Martínez girls learned to
rope grizzlies for sport from horseback.
By 1836, Martínez had built a large adobe home in

the valley about three miles inland from the bay
where he kept a large boat. Into this setting he
brought his wife, Doña Maria Arellanes, and most of
his eleven children. 
The Martínez sons built adobe homes next to their

father. The cluster became known as Los Adobes of
Pinole Viejo (old Pinole).
Ygnacio Martínez died in 1848 and was buried at

Mission San Jose. The new township of Martinez,
which incorporated in 1876, was named to honor the
pioneer family.

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP CREATE

THE PINOLE HISTORY MUSEUM?
The Pinole City Council needs to hear

from the community why a museum in
the Faria House would be a welcome and
worthwhile addition to the city.
Let them know by sending an email to

all of the council members — or publicly
state that you support the Pinole History
Museum at a council meeting (1st and
3rd Tuesdays of the month), Pinole City
Hall, 2131 Pear Street. Meetings are
hybrid, open to the public at City Hall
and online via Zoom.
Mayor Devin Murphy:
dmurphy@ci.pinole.ca.us
Councilmember Norma Martínez-Rubin:
nmartinez-rubin@ci.pinole.ca.us
Councilmember Cameron Sasai:
csasai@ci.pinole.ca.us
Councilmember Anthony Tave:
atave@ci.pinole.ca.us
Councilmember Maureen Toms:
mtoms@ci.pinole.ca.us
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The Pinole Historical Society is grateful
for donations of artifacts, photos, 

newspapers, memorabilia — anything 
of historical significance. 
Please contact us at 

info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or call (510) 724-9507.

GOT HISTORY?

Lighthouses of
the Bay Area

Bay Area 
Cocktails

Ferries of the
Bay Area

San Francisco
Beer

Left Behind Hidden 
San Francisco

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 

or e-mail 
info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org 

for information and rates.

PHS HAS NEW BOOK TITLES FOR
SALE AT THE PINOLE FARMERS
MARKET OR BY MAIL ORDER

(SEE PAGE 15)

“The challenge of history is to recognize its time flow so we can 
better understand it. To understand history, we have to somehow
bridge then and now and connect the dots of past events with the 

present. One way to do this is by learning to view the past not in terms
of timelines or yesterdays, but rather as an ongoing present.”

— George R. Vincent —
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PinoleHistoricalSociety
2023 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION AND SEND THIS FORM
TO PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA  94564
MEMBERSHIPS ARE FOR THE 2023 CALENDAR YEAR (EXCEPT LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS)

(PINOLE RESIDENCY NOT REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP)

NAME: (each member): _________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP___________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: (     )__________________________

E-MAIL (please!): ______________________________________________________________________

CIRCLE ONE: Annual-new ($30)     Annual-renewal ($30)      Business ($50)      Life ($150) 

METHOD OF PAYMENT: o Check (Payable to Pinole Historical Society)

o Credit Card:    o Visa      o MasterCard      o American Express      o Discover

Credit Card # ____________________________________________ Expiration Date _________   CVV_______

TOTAL ENCLOSED: ________________                   

SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PHS BY BECOMING A MEMBER IN 2023
For only $30, you can help the PHS accomplish its mission of bringing the history of Pinole to

our residents through exhibits at the Pinole Library, Pinole history programs 
in schools, Pinole Community TV programs, walking tours of downtown Pinole, 

the Veterans Day event in Fernandez Park — and you’ll have the satisfaction 
of helping promote and preserve Pinole's history for future generations.

JOIN THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETy (OR RENEw yOuR mEmbERSHIP) 
AND HELP PROmOTE AND PRESERVE THE HISTORy OF OuR CITy.

Please mail the membership application in this newsletter today!
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he Pinole Historical Society sells
these Arcadia books at the Pinole
Farmers’ Market two Saturdays per

month, April through December.
Most are $25, including sales tax. A

few of the older books are $23, including
sales tax. 
Mail order prices (below) include

shipping. We accept Visa, MasterCard,
Amex, and Discover credit cards.

T

Pinole Pinole
Through
Time

Hercules Richmond El Sobrante El Cerrito Crockett Rodeo

Martinez

Ferries of
the Bay
Area Maritime

Tilden Park

East Bay Hills

San 
Francisco
Beer

Lighthouses
of the Bay
Area

Napa Valley

Bay Area
Cocktails

Left Behind

Hidden San
Francisco

LOCAL HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM
THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _________________________ State ___  Zip ________

Phone (     ) _______________

E-mail ____________________________________________

mETHOD OF PAymENT

� Check: Payable to Pinole Historical Society             

� Credit card (� Visa  � MasterCard  � Amex  � Discover)

Card #_________________________CVV___ Exp. date____

# of Pinole @$30 ___ # of Pinole Through Time @$30 ___
# of Hercules @$30  ____ # of Richmond @$30  ____
# of El Sobrante @$30  ____ # of El Cerrito @$30  ____
# of Maritime CCC @$30  ____ # of East Bay Hills @$30  ____
# of Crockett @$28  ____ # of Rodeo @$28  ____
# of Martinez @$28  ____ # of Port Costa @$28  ____
# of Tilden Park @$30  ____ # of Napa Valley @$30  ____
# of Bay Area Cocktails @$30  __ # of Hidden SF @$30  ____
# of Bay Area Ferries @$30  ____ # of Left Behind @$30  ____
# of Lighthouses @$30  __ # of SF Beer @$30  ____

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $______

Please mail to PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA 94564
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In Old Town Pinole
2235 San Pablo Avenue, 
just off Tennent Avenue 
next to the Pump House. 

Angel (510-724-1454) 

DRE#R01792978
3088 Pinole Valley Road

Pinole, CA 94564
510-812-6417

Allen Faria, Realtor®

Put My Experience and Knowledge 
to Work For You

Having the right 
connections in the
community makes all 
the difference. I  grew up 
in the Pinole-Hercules 
area, where my ancestors
settled more than 150 years
ago, some farming the 
fertile soils from Pinole to
Rodeo, while others helped
build the communities 
we now call home. The 
benefits of my longstand-
ing connection to and
detailed knowledge of the community are the 
foundation for the outstanding service I deliver to
my clients.

Allen Faria

Massage by Michelle

Michelle Gonzalez, C.M.T.
925.899.4811

Swedish, Deep Tissue, & Foot Reflexology
www.massagebymichelleg.com

Book Online
647 Tennent Avenue, Suite 101 • Pinole, CA 

New Year’s Special:
$10 off any massage!
(Reserve online at massagebymichelleg.com)

1 coupon per client.

— Offer good through April 30, 2023 —

Gift ceRtificAteS AvAilAble At

mASSAGebYmichelleG.cOm


