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PETE MURRAY TO BE HONORED FOR CONTRIBUTIONS TO CITY’S HISTORY

Pete Murray

ete Murray, longtime Pinole City Councilman
— and seven-time Mayor — will be honored
for his contributions to the city and its history

at the Pinole History Museum Fundraising Dinner
Saturday, October 14, from 6-9 p.m. in the Family
Life Center of Valley Bible Church, 1477 Willow
Avenue, Hercules.

“Back to the Rancho” is the theme of this year’s
Pinole History Museum fundraising dinner, commem-
orating the 200th anniversary of the 1823 El Pinole
Grant to retired Mexican soldier Ygnacio Martínez,
who built his Rancho El Pinole adobe homestead on
what is now Pinole Valley Park.

The event will feature a great sit-down catered 
dinner by Back Forty Texas BBQ and a fabulous 
raffle and silent auction.

Pete served on the Pinole City Council from 1992-
2020. His 28 years of service is the second-longest
tenure of a council member in the city’s history, tied
with Edward M. Downer, founder of the Bank of
Pinole, who served from 1910-1938.

Louis Ruff, a mid-20th century merchant, served
33 years (1922-1955).

We look forward to seeing you on October 14 

to celebrate the history of our city and honor a man
who has been an integral part of that history. 

Tickets are on sale on the Pinole History Museum
website — www.pinolehistorymuseum.org.
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WHERE TO FIND NEWSBRIEFS
Pick up Newsbriefs at these locations:

AccuTech Auto Care, Antlers Tavern, Bank of the
West, The Bear Claw, Big O Tires, Cafe Soleil, China
House, Coldwell Banker Bartels Realtors, Crash 
Champions Collision Repair, East Bay Coffee Company,
The Embers, Farmers Insurance (John Michael 
Manrique), Garden of Gems, Growler’s Doghaus, 
Happy Sashimi, Headquarters Salon, Kaiser Permanente
Medical Office Building, Kel-Aire, Letcher Bros. Auto
Repair, Mechanics Bank, Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt,
Mike’s Appliances, Douglas Oliver, D.D.S., Pinole City
Hall, Pinole Grove Apartments, Pinole Library, Pinole
Paws, Pinole Police Department, Pinole Senior Center,
Pinole Valley Community Church, Ristorante Due Rose,
Sam’s Dog House, Sequoia Real Estate, Chiyo Shidara,
D.D.S., State Farm Insurance (Lino Amaral), State Farm
Insurance (Rick Chalk), St. Joseph School, Sue’s Place,
Sunshine Floor Covering, Tara Hills Dental, Tenax Law
Group, The New Deli, The Red Onion, Tina’s Place, 
Top Floor Salon, Truewood by Merrill, Albert M. Tsang,
D.D.S., J. Hearst Welborn, M.D., West Contra Costa
Transit Authority, Westmont of Pinole, Windermere 
Rowland Realty, Wilson & Kratzer Mortuaries.

Newsbriefs is also posted on the PHS website (click
on NEWSLETTER in the menu bar).

For advertisers: 1,500 printed copies of PHS
Newsbriefs are distributed every quarter, generating
readership among thousands of Pinole and West County
residents. Hundreds more receive the newsletter direct-
ly from the PHS via its database and website.

If you’re interested in advertising, contact 
Jeff Rubin at info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or (510) 724-9507.

ADVERTISE WITH US
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org for information and rates.

PHS at Pinole Farmers Market
The Pinole Historical Society booth is at the Pinole

Farmers Market twice every month from April through
December.

Please stop by and say hello and share some Pinole
history.

Official insurance carrier of the Pinole Historical Society
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President’s Message
Jeff Rubin, President, Pinole Historical Society and Pinole History Museum

Historical context should matter in decisions that
affect a community, yet the July 18 staff report, a
public document, did not mention:

• The Faria House was purchased with the express
intent and promise made to the Faria sisters and their
families — and by extension the community — that it
would be renovated and used as a museum.

• In 2007, after it was moved downtown and reno-
vation was funded, then-Mayor Maria Alegria told the
West County Times, “We’ve worked long and hard to
preserve our history in Old Town. “[Having the muse-
um] allows us to acknowledge our history and share it
with future generations, not only in Pinole but all of
Contra Costa County.”

Previous city councils for nearly two decades took
official actions, and meeting minutes affirmed the
city’s intent to establish a museum in the Faria
House. In 2019-20, the city spent more than 

Continued on page 4

FARIA HOUSE TO BE SOLD; MUSEUM PIVOTS TO NEW OBJECTVE

Ricardo Velazco
Realtor I Owner

CA Lic.#01471392

2221 Pear St., Pinole, CA 94564

510.283.5757 I Office

510.367.3519 I Cell/Text

ricardo@sequoia-re.com

www.ricardovelazco.com

My diverse background working on the trading
floor of the Pacific Stock Exchange, as well as 
managing the day-to-day operations of Sequoia 
Real Estate, has prepared me well to work in highly
emotional and sometimes tense situations.

In today's changing real estate market you need
someone you can trust who will negotiate and close
your transaction. Whether you are a first-time home
buyer or a seasoned investor, I will be your trusted
advisor, help navigate you through any kind of 
market, and provide enough information so that 
you feel comfortable about the process.

n July 18, the
Pinole City Coun-
cil voted to begin
taking steps to

sell the Faria House.
It was a 4-1 vote: Mayor

Devin Murphy, Mayor Pro-
Tem Maureen Toms, and
Councilmembers Cameron
Sasai and Anthony Tave
voted yes; Councilmember
Norma Martínez-Rubin
voted no.

It’s unfortunate this city
council does not recognize
the enduring value of 
having a museum and

what it could mean to the city and region culturally
and economically.

O

Jeff Rubin

dre#r01792978
3088 Pinole valley road

Pinole, Ca 94564
510-812-6417

allen Faria, realtor®

Put My experience and Knowledge 
to Work For You

Having the right 
connections in the
community makes all 
the difference. I  grew up 
in the Pinole-Hercules 
area, where my ancestors
settled more than 150 years
ago, some farming the 
fertile soils from Pinole to
Rodeo, while others helped
build the communities 
we now call home. The 
benefits of my longstand-
ing connection to and
detailed knowledge of the community are the 
foundation for the outstanding service I deliver to
my clients.

Allen Faria
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 3
$100,000 to hire an architect to
design a renovation of the Faria
House, specifically for its use as 
a museum. In 2020, the city 
proffered a lease agreement to
the Pinole History Museum,
though good-faith efforts to work
with the PHM were quashed by
one councilmember’s vote.

What previous councils had in
common was an ethic of honoring
their word and progressively work-
ing toward accomplishments of
various projects, while monitoring
economic swings affecting the
city’s budgets. They also valued
the city’s history and the people
who care about it, knowing that
pursuing city goals ought not to
deny promises made in the past. 

Sadly, the current council
thinks differently.

NeW objeCtives

With the Faria House not an
option for a physical museum, the
PHM board of directors is refocus-
ing its efforts to make the city’s
history available and accessible
for our residents and the public. 

We will be creating:
• A virtual museum, with multi-

ple online exhibits;
• A smartphone app that will

include a tour of historic sites,
homes, businesses, and people in
our city’s history, with oral histo-
ries and recorded information;

• Pop-up exhibit installations in
local businesses and schools. The
first exhibit was installed at
Mechanics Bank this spring.

We will catalogue and digitize
our entire collection of docu-
ments, photographs, memorabilia,
and artifacts. Freelance museum
professionals and an app develop-
er will be hired.

Museums across the United
States and the world have 
established or are working on
establishing a virtual presence, 
as the museum industry adapts to
the digital and post-COVID world.

Usually this is done after a

physical museum exists; we are
doing it in reverse order as we
continue to seek a home.

People, families, and communi-
ties are shaped by history. If their
stories are not told, if their history
is not preserved, their stories and
their history become something
else — forgotten.

Our mission to enhance the
preservation and collection of
artifacts that represent Pinole 
history and culture … [that] will
educate and inspire Pinole resi-
dents’ community affiliation and
civic pride remains steadfast.

��
� �� ��������������
�
��������	��!����������������
����������������������������������������������!!��������������

�'�%(+���#+�&1�!# ,�( �
� �	������ �������� �������� �	������� �������� ��������')�'+" )��������
��#,"���!# ,�( ��	�����(*�&(*��1(-*�'�&��/#%%����)%�����('�,"��&-+�-&2+���%%�( ��('(*�

�"���#'(%���#+,(*1��-+�-&�#+���*�!#+,�*���
�	�������'(')*( #,����0������
�	�
������
�(-*��('�,#('�#+�,�0����-�,#�%��,(�,"���0,�',�)�*&#,,����1�%�/�

�1��('�,#('�/#%%�"�%)�)*�+�*.���'���'"�'����'���#'(%�2+�"#+,(*1��'���-%,-*��

�%��+��&�$���"��$+�)�1��%��,(����������
��	
���
��� (*�)*(.#����*��#,���*��
#' (*&�,#('���%(/���(��('�,��('%#'���)%��+��.#+#,�������	
�����

���������
���
��% ����������������������������������) ** ������������������������������������

�#+.���������������������������������������������+�+ ��������#(��'� ��������������

�"'& ��,%� )����������������������� ��%�#$���������������������������������������

�) �#+���)������������������������������������������-(#)�+#'&���+ �����������������
�%',&+�'!��'&�+#'& ����������������������������� �2.��#'�%-����,"��&-+�-&�#'�&1�/#%%�(*��+,�,��)%�'

��#$�.',)��'&�+#'&�+'��#&'$ ��#*+').��,* ,%��������'-�	
����#&'$ ������
��




5

We thank our donors for their generosity and support
Want to MAKE HISTORY HAPPEN? Send a check to

Pinole History Museum, PO Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564, 
or donate online at www.pinolehistorymuseum.org

$20,000 to $25,000
Jeff Rubin and 
Norma Martínez-Rubin

$10,000 to $14,999
Tessie Curran Baldwin
$4,000 to $4,999
Mechanics Bank
$2,500 to $2,999
William McMaster
$2,000 to $2,499
Tim and Kim Banuelos
Collins Management 
Foundation

Edward Downer III and 
Yoshimi Downer

Steve and Priscilla James
Alex and Nita Jason
Eric and Deborah Mariotti
Shirley Ramos
Vincent, Monika, Lila, and
Dylan Salimi

$1,000 to $2,499
Chris, Lyla, Johnny 
(Happy Sashimi)

Diane Dyer
Fred and Roben Gerson
Joy Jennings
Gregg Kurita (in loving memory
of my wife, Sabrina Kurita)

Brian and Susyn Normington
Roberta Tim Quan
Brian Ramos
Greg Ramos
Patti Ramos-Baker
Ross Ramos
Republic Services
Angela Schneider (House of
Lilith Hair Designers)

Joy and Sid Shapiro
Chiyo Shidara, D.D.S.
Cyndie Sprinkel
Darrell Jay Tucker
$500 to $999
Joel and Jo Ann Gannotti 
Judy Hamilton
Katherine Kiehn
Bob and Carol Kopp
Doris Salmi
Edit Villarreal
Betty Viramontes
$250 to $499
Avram Gimbel
William Green
Joanne Johnston
Tim Kearns
Linda Jane Kole and 
Steven Morrow

Tom Leal
Nancye Lee
Dennis Lorette
Mary and Warner McMains
Carol McMahon
Pete and Cathy Murray
Donna Mythen
Arnold Ode
Jim Payne
Pinole Garden Club

Carole Price
Charles T. Ramsey
David Smith and 
Mary Ruth Kelley

St. Joseph School
Gary and Colleen Tipp
Jim Ulversoy
Edgar and Mary Vovsi
Steve and Fran Welstand
Chris Wimmer
Florence Wong
David Wooster
$100 to $249
Michael Ashburne
Lois Boyle
Ross Browne
Deanna Brownlee
Sharon Bullock
Chipotle
Cynthia Christian
Alex and Rita Clark
John J. Collins
Earl and Cecilia Combs
Hank and Doreen Covell
Carol De Young
Marvin Dutra
Mary Ann Egger
Mark and Darlene Elms
Belinda Espinosa
Stella Faria
Julia Faulkner
Peter Fimbres
Joel Fischer
Bob and Lynn Fissell
James and Carolyn Flynn
Jack and Catherine Frost
Mary Collins Gallagher
Maria Gallo
Cindy Wilson Gattenby
Nancy and Gary Gill
Terry Gilliam 
John and Ann Heintz
Hercules Historical Society
Pete and Sherry Janke
Lance and Mary Johannessen
Sally Johnson
Marjorie Jones
Frank Kelly
Dulce P. and Sterling W. Kelley
Anne Kesti
Kenneth Kille
Carol Lawson
Mike and Sharon LeFebvre
Patricia H. Lewis
Margie Liberty
Richard and Claudia Lindsay
Charlotte Liniger
Debbie Long
Sue Lynn
Louis and Irene Matta
Patty McGoldrick
Bill and Diane Miller
Elizabeth Barroca Miller
Susan Millhollin
Tom Netemeyer
Alice Ninomiya
Flora Ninomiya
Paul and Phyllis O’Driscoll
Charlene O’Rourke
James and Lillian Ott
John Paradela

Don Patterson
Vincent and Leah Perez
Carole Person
Walt Peterson
Maureen Powers
Pat Rei
Richmond Elks Lodge No. 1251
Mark and Donna Rubin
Charlotte Schell
Celeste Silvas
Charles Smith
Jennifer Sobol
Ann Tarabini
Jan Torbet
Sylvia Villa Serrano
Patricia Weishahn
Mary and Charles Whaley
Tom White
Debora Willis
Andre Le Mont Wilson
Ann Wilson
Howard and Linda Wise
Barbara and Michael Woldemar
Martha and Ken Wong
Judith Yacovetti
John Ziesenhenne
Up to $99
Frank Acedo
Andres Anacker, MD
Bob Antaki
Adila Araya
Claire J. Baker
Ralph Bedwell
Jimmy Boucher
Jonay M. Brownlee
Karla Butler
Janet Bywater
Joe and Lea Campbell
Joyce and Dwight Carbone
Jenny and Mike Carrillo
Judy Cates
Mary Di Cecco
Patti Clark
Christine Costa
Tea Aguiar Court
Elizabeth Crook
Marge Dean
Estela DePaz
Phyllis Dill
Brian and Kathy Donohue
Mary Drazba
David Dumolin
Bruce Ezzell
Lois Faria
Victoria Fimbres
Linda Flood
Tashia Flucas
Ken Francis
Cari Jo Galloway
Margaret Gelhaus
Bill Gram-Reefer
Kay Green
Marilyn Griego
Julie Ann Hawks
Colin Hill
Fred and Irene Hollister
Thomas Immel
Sonny Jackson
Mike and Claudia Janda
Roy and Kristen Javellana
Kay Johnson

Ronald and Frances Jones
Deborah Jordan
Shirlee Kahila
Yevgeniy Kazinets
Virginia Kennedy
Peggy Kirton
Gary Lalley
Don and Michele Lau
Judy Lewis
Richard and Patricia Loomis
Steven Lopez
Beatrice Mahrt
Laurelle Martin
Jack and Nancy McFarland
Tracy McKendell
Lisa Melgarejo
Ariel Mercado
Deborah and Joe Miglia
Nancy Miller
Rob Moitoza
Jay and Theresa Moore
Kent and Ann Moriarty
Mary Myers
Christine Nadeau
Carolyn and Jon Nelson
Audrey Nieman
Terry O’Donnell
Douglas Oliver, DDS
Kate Owings
Dennis Piowaty Palmer
Demetra Paras
Jan Parfet
George Parsons
Pam and Ron Patzlaff
Ed Pear
Barbara Pearce
Bob Polacchi
George Pursley
Robin Raber-Luna
Vickie and Michael Resso
Ben Reyes II
Mike Riback (Meyers Nave)
Mary and Danny Rinaldi
Julia V. Roundy
Juanita Sayo
Leona Seidell
Paul Sekins
Robert Shea
Danna Shirley
Diane Sielert
Daniel Silva-Thwaites
Fran Silver
Nancy Snodgrass
Dan Steele
Karen Stella
Alice M. Strain
Helen Studabaker
Elaine Sturtevant
Arlene Tapia
Ginny Taylor
Bryan C. Todd
Jeanette Tramm
Jean Ulversoy
Kay Warfel
Ora Webber
Tom Welsh (Crocketts 
Premier Auto Body)

Carole Whitmarsh
Sonya and Bill Wyland
Rie Yagi
Pat York
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In memoriam
KATHY BRADSHAW
May 26, 1947 — December 12, 2012. 
Age 75

Kathy Bradshaw 

By Debbie Long

athleen Diane Ross Bradshaw lived 75 years supporting
her community, friends, and family, before passing away
on December 12, 2022. She was my friend and confidant
for 52 years, and I continue to miss her every day. 

She is survived by her children, Carrie, Rick, and Christina
Christiansen; 2 grandsons, Noah and James; and her sister, 
Marsha Nilsson.

Kathy and I met in 1970 on a job in a local doctor’s office, and
our friendship quickly grew. She originally worked at the Berkeley
Free Clinic, serving the health needs of UC Berkeley students.
And that was Kathy’s calling — the generous helping of others.

Kathy’s life was anything but mundane, and to try to organize
her life’s accomplishments is complicated because she was in
more than one place at a time.

Kathy began a formal political
career working as a manager for the
Republican Party of Northern Califor-
nia. She was the campaign director
for various Republican candidates
statewide and locally. Kathy planned
advance logistics in California for
political dignitaries such as Presi-
dent Ronald Reagan, President
George H.W. Bush, and U.S. Secre-
taries of State and National Security 
Advisors Henry Kissinger and Con-
doleezza Rice, to name but a few.

A few of her other accomplish-
ments and memberships include:

• Operation Welcome Home —
Desert Storm. In 1991 she was a
part of programming and organizing
the largest parade in Northern 
California (outside of San Francisco)
to welcome home our heroes.

Continued on page 7

K
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Windermere Rowland Realty
930 San Pablo Avenue, Suite A
Pinole, CA 94564

“BAY AREA’S 
BEST HOTDOG”
3857 san Pablo dam road
el sobrante, Ca 94803
(510) 223-8870

The Pinole Historical Society promotes awareness
and appreciation of history through preservation
and education, and chronicles the city’s heritage 

for current and future generations.

Visit the Pinole 
Historical Society 
website for information
on the society’s 
activities and 
events — and, 
of course, the history of
the sweetest city in the East Bay.

www.PinoleHistoricalSociety.org

Kathy Bradshaw (left) and Debbie Long at a 
Veterans Day Memorial and Flag Retirement 
Ceremony in Pinole.

KATHY BRADSHAW
Continued from page 6

• She was a member of the Association of Former
Intelligence Officers (AFIO); Richmond Unified
School District Education Fund, serving on its Board
of Directors; and Children’s Hospital Medical Center,
Live Oak Branch. 

• She was Public Affairs Officer for Citizens for
Law and Order (CLO) and she spearheaded the
Community Fingerprinting Project.

• She was a 39-year member of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution, and spearheaded the
project to put flags on all graves at the veterans
cemetery in Dixon for Veterans Day.

• She was also an appointed member of the
National Draft Board representing California as part
of the Selective Service System.

More serviCe

• Kathy was a scout leader, a volunteer with the
West Contra Costa Youth Soccer League (WCCYSL),
as well as a member of the Ellerhorst PTA from
1981 through 1991. In 1987, she helped to man-
age the After-School Enrichment Program, which
involved both city and school district funding.

• Kathy was on the Board of the Public Govern-
mental Affairs Community Access TV Commission.
Because of her early on involvement, our indepen-
dent station is still a big part of the City of Pinole.

• She also served on the Pinole Commission on
Aging from 1991 through 1992, as well as serving
as Chairperson and Co-chairperson the Pinole
Memorial Day Parade from 1991–1994.

Continued on page 8
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Serious Injury • Auto Accident

Donald E. Patterson
Attorney at Law

www.donaldepatterson.com

FREE CONSULTATION (510) 262-2120

Paula Harvey Christina Isley

1690 San Pablo Ave., Suite E
Pinole, CA 94564 (510) 741-1150

TOP FLOOR SALON
Full-Service Salon

Total hair care for men and women

Tiep Vo 
(Kelley Nails)

Nails • Pedicures • Facials

Continued from page 7
• From 1989 through

1994, she received the
Outstanding Service
Award from the City of
Pinole.

Kathy and her mother,
Wauneva Ross, were big
supporters of all the pro-
grams that were offered
for our senior communi-
ty. Kathy always recog-
nized a “job well done”
by volunteers in the com-
munity, letting others
know how much she
appreciated what they
did for Pinole. Three such
organizations were the
Pinole Garden Club, the
Pinole Players, and the
Pinole Historical Society;
she was always making
generous donations to
their fundraising events.

She was a member
and co-founder along
with her husband, Phil

Bradshaw, of the HOTPOP
(Homeowners and Tax-
payers of Pinole) group,
which helped to legally
enforce the rights of t
axpayers to vote on taxes
in Pinole, instead of hav-
ing a council unilaterally
vote for approval without
the taxpayers’ consent.

In personalizing
Kathy’s life, I’ll tell you
some of the behind-the-
scenes things she did. 

While politics was very
close to Kathy’s heart,
people were closer, and
she would be proudest to
be remembered as a per-
son with a generous char-
acter, integrity, and heart.

Several years back, a
local woman became
engaged to a man joining
the military. During his
training, he contracted a
flesh-eating bacteria. In
order to help this man

and his fiancée endure
what was before him,
Kathy covered the costs
to fly his fiancée back
and forth from home
base to whatever military
hospital he was in.  

In another instance, 
a Pinole resident had to
sell their home to move
out of the area. This resi-
dent was short of cash to
make the transition.
Kathy helped meet the
financial goal that person
needed.

And in other instances,
maybe it was just a
neighbor’s child that
needed a little extra
encouragement.

She paid for benches
on Galbreth Hill, so peo-
ple might be able to walk
the hill and have a place
to rest on the way up.

She donated to the
Pinole Police Cadet 

program, as well as 
buying a vest for Pinole’s
first K-9 unit. If you
asked, Kathy would 
provide.  

Kathy really loved her
community and country. 
I’m sure many did not
know how much Kathy
gave of herself, and
therefore don’t really
understand the impact 
of her passing.

But I do; she was my
best friend and confidant
and the person I looked
to for accolades and 
criticism. She loved her
family, and was so proud
of the adults that her
children became. 

I will honor her memo-
ry forever.

— Debbie Long is a 
former Pinole Mayor
and Councilmember,

Treasurer, and Planning
Commissioner.

KATHY BRADSHAW

MiKe’s aPPliaNCes is oPeN iN PiNole!
1736 San Pablo Avenue, Pinole. 
(the old Blue Sky Sports building)
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2718 pinole valley road • pinole, california 94564
510.758.8881           www.eathappysashimi.com

RODENT & ANT CONTROL

“The challenge of history is to recognize its time flow so we can 
better understand it. To understand history, we have to somehow
bridge then and now and connect the dots of past events with the 

present. One way to do this is by learning to view the past not in terms
of timelines or yesterdays, but rather as an ongoing present.”

— George R. Vincent —

— September 8 Pinole Historical Society program —

SAN PABLO HISTORIANS TO COMMEMORATE LAND GRANT’S 200TH ANNIVERSARY
inole is not the
only city com-
memorating the
200th anniversary

of its modern heritage
this year.

San Pablo, our neigh-
bor to the west, shares
an equally interesting his-
tory with Pinole, benefac-
tor of the 1823 El Pinole
Grant to Mexican soldier
Ygnacio Martínez, which
began the early modern
history of our city. 

This year San Pablo is
commemorating the
bicentennial of the 1823
Rancho San Pablo land
grant, gifted by Governor
Luís Antonio Argüello to
Francisco María Castro
(1775–1831), a former
soldier at the San 
Francisco Presidio 
and one-time alcalde
(chief administrative and
judicial officer) of the
Pueblo of San José.

On Friday, September
8, historians Roxy
Miraválle and David
Anaya from the San
Pablo Historical & Muse-
um Society will present a
program about the
17,939-acre grant that
eventually encompassed
the city of San Pablo, as
well as what is now 

Richmond, El Cerrito,
and Kensington.

The public is invited to
attend this FREE Pinole
Historical Society event
at the Pinole Sportsmen’s
Club, 201 Piñon Avenue.
Refreshments will be
served.

The land had been
grazing land for cattle

belonging to the Misión
Dolores, but was secular-
ized by the new Mexican
Republic. Francisco Maria
Castro lived there with
his wife, María Gabriela
Berreyesa, and family
from the late 1820s until
his death in 1831. 

Continued on page 10

P
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PHS SEPTEMBER 8 PROGRAM
Continued from page 9

Juan Alvarado, governor of Mexican Alta Califor-
nia, married one of the Castro daughters in 1839.
After his term as governor was completed, they
retired to her family property on Rancho San Pablo. 

ABOUT THE PRESENTERS:

Roxy Miraválle, is Director of Historical Research
at San Pablo Historical & Museum Society, and Vice
President and Director at the El Sobrante Historical
Society. She is an historian, author, and genealogist.
She has lived in the Bay Area all her life, growing up
mainly in San Pablo.

Roxy became interested in local history, started
researching Bay Area history, and created a group on
social media to share her findings; it has now
become her obsession. Doing genealogical research
for family trees is another one of her hobbies, which
she incorporates into her research of local history.

Roxy contributes many stories about local history
in the San Pablo Historical & Museum Society and 
El Sobrante Historical Society newsletters. 

David A. Anaya is an early California historian
and documentary filmmaker born and reared in the
Villa de Branciforte, also known as Santa Cruz. He
specializes in the early 19th century Spanish and
Mexican periods of Alta (not Baja) California histo-
ries. 

David graduated from California State University-
Monterey Bay with a degree in documentary video
production. His graduate thesis, “Los Californios de
Monterey: Pioneers of Alta California” won several
awards, including the CSU (system wide) Student
Research award. He sits on the board of the San
Pablo Historical Society. 

David has produced other early California 
documentaries, including biographies on Governor
Juan B. Alvarado and Dr. John Marsh. He is currently
working with the Friends of Joaquin Moraga Adobe
in Orinda to produce a short biography video on the
life of Joaquin Moraga and his sons for a future
adobe exhibit. 

His near future projects include a documentary on
the Villa de Branciforte, Jose Amesti, and Agustin
Zamorano: Alta California’s first printer. 
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A Pinole Landmark

Please suPPort our advertisers
Our advertisers make it possible for the historical society to

publish this quarterly newsletter. 
They enrich our  community, and they depend on your 

business.   Let’s help them out.

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 

or e-mail 
info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org 

for information and rates.
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HistorY CoMes alive oN tHe PHs Youtube CHaNNel

MortUaries

www.wilsonkratzermortuaries.com

1918-2023

105 years serving families

CiviC Center Chapel

455 24th st.
richmond, Ca

94804
(510) 232-4383

fD195

Chapel of the Mission Bells

13644 san pablo avenue
san pablo, Ca

94806
(510) 232-6552

fD881

Recent Pinole Historical Society
programs have been uploaded to
the society’s YouTube channel,
including the May 12 presentation
by PHS co-founder George Vincent,
“Candles of History: Celebrating
200 Years of the Heydays and
Remnants of the Rancho El
Pinole.”

This special program commemo-
rated the 200th anniversary of the
1823 El Pinole Grant awrded to
retired Mexican soldier Ygnacio
Martínez, who built his adobe ran-
cho on land that now encompasses
Pinole Valley Park.

The new programs added to our
channel also include the September and November
2022 programs by Cal State-East Bay professor John
Robinson and representatives from the Contra Costa
History Center in Martinez.

All of the programs we’ve recorded since 2008 are
on our YouTube channel for your enjoyment. Our
thanks to Pinole History Museum volunteer Alec

Jason, who reformatted more than
a decade’s worth of PHS programs
and uploaded them to YouTube.

Among the 40 videos you’ll find:
• GEORGE VINCENT’S two walking

tours of historic downtown Pinole.
• THE PINOLE MURAL: Wells Fargo

Bank produced this video about
the history of Pinole. The mural
hangs in the bank’s Pinole office
on Fitzgerald Drive.

• AN INTERVIEW WITH TWO
MAYORS: Former mayors Jack Mee-
han and Tom Cutino tell how they
saved Fitzgerald Drive — and the
sales-tax dollars its shopping 
centers produce — for Pinole.

• WHAT’S IN A NAME?: How
Pinole streets got their names, and the characters
behind those names.

• THE SHORT-LIVED HISTORY OF THE BAY AREA
SHORELINE: Ever wonder what happened to those
irreverent sculptures that dotted the San Francisco
Bay shoreline from Richmond to Emeryville? 

Continued on page 13



13

Lighthouses of
the Bay Area

Bay Area 
Cocktails

Ferries of the
Bay Area

San Francisco
Beer

Left Behind Hidden 
San Francisco

NeW booK titles For sale at tHe PiNole FarMers MarKet
(or bY Mail order — see Page 15)

HistorY CoMes alive oN tHe PHs Youtube CHaNNel

Watch The Pinole Mural video on the 
Pinole Historical Society YouTube channel

Continued from page 12
Cal State-East Bay profes-
sor John Robinson reveals
their history.

• BARS, BARBERS, AND
CHARACTERS OF EARLY
PINOLE: George Vincent
tells stories of Pinole’s
first personalities.

• JAPANESE AMERICAN
INTERNMENT: Survivors of
World War II internment
camps spoke at one of the
most well-attended PHS
programs.

• 1962, ‘63, ‘64 AND
‘65 FIESTA DEL PINOLE
PARADES, courtesy of PHS
member Jim Payne.

Search for Pinole
Historical Society on
YouTube, click on the
“P” in the circle, click
on “videos.”
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PinoleHistoricalSociety
2023 MeMbersHiP aPPliCatioN

Please Provide tHe FolloWiNg iNForMatioN aNd seNd tHis ForM

to PiNole HistoriCal soCietY, P.o. box 285, PiNole, Ca  94564
MEMBErSHiPS ArE for tHE 2023 CALEnDAr yEAr (ExCEPt LifEtiME MEMBErSHiPS)

(PinoLE rESiDEnCy not rEquirED for MEMBErSHiP)

NaMe: (each member): _________________________________________________________________________________

address: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

CitY/state/ZiP___________________________________________________________________________

PHoNe: (     )__________________________

e-Mail (please!): ______________________________________________________________________

CirCle oNe: Annual-new ($30)     Annual-renewal ($30)      Business ($50)      Life ($150) 

MetHod oF PaYMeNt: o Check (Payable to Pinole Historical Society)

o Credit Card:    o Visa      o MasterCard      o American Express      o Discover

Credit Card # ____________________________________________ Expiration Date _________   CVV_______

total eNClosed: ________________                   

suPPort tHe aCtivities oF tHe PHs bY beCoMiNg a MeMber iN 2023
For only $30, you can help the PHS accomplish its mission of bringing the history of Pinole to

our residents through exhibits at the Pinole Library, Pinole history programs 
in schools, Pinole Community TV programs, walking tours of downtown Pinole, 

the Veterans Day event in Fernandez Park — and you’ll have the satisfaction 
of helping promote and preserve Pinole's history for future generations.

JOIN THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETy (OR RENEw yOuR mEmbERSHIP) 
AND HELP PROmOTE AND PRESERVE THE HISTORy OF OuR CITy.

Please mail the membership application in this newsletter today!
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he Pinole Historical Society sells
these Arcadia books at the Pinole
Farmers’ Market two Saturdays per

month, April through December.
Most are $25, including sales tax. A

few of the older books are $23, including
sales tax. 
Mail order prices (below) include

shipping. We accept Visa, MasterCard,
Amex, and Discover credit cards.

T

Pinole Pinole
Through
Time

Hercules Richmond El Sobrante El Cerrito Crockett Rodeo

Martinez

Ferries of
the Bay
Area Maritime

Tilden Park

East Bay Hills

San 
Francisco

Beer

Lighthouses
of the Bay

Area

Napa Valley

Bay Area
Cocktails

Left Behind

Hidden San
Francisco

loCal HistorY booKs available FroM

tHe PiNole HistoriCal soCietY

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _________________________ State ___  Zip ________

Phone (     ) _______________

E-mail ____________________________________________

mETHOD OF PAymENT

� Check: Payable to Pinole Historical Society             

� Credit card (� Visa  � MasterCard  � Amex  � Discover)

Card #_________________________CVV___ Exp. date____

# of Pinole @$30 ___ # of Pinole through time @$30 ___
# of Hercules @$30  ____ # of richmond @$30  ____
# of el sobrante @$30  ____ # of el Cerrito @$30  ____
# of Maritime CCC @$30  ____ # of east bay Hills @$30  ____
# of Crockett @$28  ____ # of rodeo @$28  ____
# of Martinez @$28  ____ # of Port Costa @$28  ____
# of tilden Park @$30  ____ # of Napa valley @$30  ____
# of bay area Cocktails @$30  __ # of Hidden sF @$30  ____
# of bay area Ferries @$30  ____ # of left behind @$30  ____
# of lighthouses @$30  __ # of sF beer @$30  ____

total aMouNt eNClosed $______

Please mail to PiNole HistoriCal soCietY

P.o. box 285, PiNole, Ca 94564
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In Old Town Pinole
2235 San Pablo Avenue, 
just off Tennent Avenue 
next to the Pump House. 

Angel (510-724-1454) 

Massage by Michelle

Michelle Gonzalez, C.M.T.
925.899.4811

Swedish, Deep Tissue, & Foot Reflexology
www.massagebymichelleg.com

Book Online
647 Tennent Avenue, Suite 101 • Pinole, CA 

Summer
Staycation 

Special!
�� $80 for 60 minuteS��

first-time clients only. 1 coupon per client.

— offer good through oct. 31, 2023 —


