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eorge Vincent wrote in
“Images of America:
Pinole” about the cycle
of life in Pinole in the

early part of the 20th century:
“A person was brought into

the world by Dr. Manuel Fernan-
dez, attended Pinole-Hercules
School #1, married a local
sweetheart, worked at the Her-
cules Powder Company or Union
Oil Company, and left the world
via undertaker Charlie Ryan.”
What he left out is that most

people who lived in 20th century
Pinole — and for that matter,
many in the 21st century — were
taught by someone in the Vincent
family — first, his mother, Emily
Scanlan Vincent, who taught for
40-plus years, and by George for
42 years. 
Here we are, all these years

later, and we are still being taught
by George Vincent — whether it’s
by reading one of the magnificent
local history books he’s written,
participating in one of his walking
tours of historic downtown Pinole,

been a fourth-grade student in a
Pinole school and listened to one
of his Pinole history programs, or
reading his thoughtful, melodic
stories in this newsletter.
George is a master storyteller,

and it’s not an exaggeration to 
say that Pinole would have little

recorded or written history if it
were not for George Vincent.
It was a pleasure, and an

honor, to present George with the
society’s LIFETIME HISTORIAN
AWARD at the Pinole History
Museum’s September 24
Fundraiser and Dinner.

G
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George Vincent (right, in dark sunglasses) regaled participants
with stories of life in Pinole during his walking tour of historic
downtown Pinole. The Pinole Historical Society honored him
with a Lifetime Historian Award at the Pinole History Museum’s 
September 24 Fundraiser and Dinner.

GEORGE VINCENT
HONORED AT
MUSEUM DINNER
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WHERE TO FIND NEWSBRIEFS
Pick up Newsbriefs at these locations:
AccuTech Auto Care, A.D. Dern Insurance, Antlers

Tavern, Bank of the West, The Bar Athletics, Bay Park
Retirement Residence, The Bear Claw, Big O Tires, 
Cafe Soleil, China House, Coldwell Banker Bartels 
Realtors, Crocketts Premier Auto Body, East Bay Coffee
Company, The Embers, Farmers Insurance (John
Michael Manrique), Garden of Gems, Growler’s
Doghaus, Happy Sashimi, Headquarters Salon, Kaiser
Permanente Medical Office Building, Letcher Bros. Auto
Repair, Mechanics Bank, Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt, 
Douglas Oliver, D.D.S., Pinole City Hall, Pinole Creek
Cafe, Pinole Grove Apartments, Pinole Library, Pinole
Packing & Postage, Pinole Paws, Pinole Police Depart-
ment, Pinole Senior Center, Pinole Valley Community
Church, Ristorante Due Rose, Sam’s Dog House,
Sequoia Real Estate, Chiyo Shidara, D.D.S., State Farm
Insurance (Lino Amaral), State Farm Insurance (Rick
Chalk), St. Joseph School, Sue’s Place, Sunshine Floor
Covering, Tara Hills Dental, Tenax Law Group, The New
Deli, The Red Onion, Tina’s Place, Top Floor Salon,
Albert M. Tsang, D.D.S., J. Hearst Welborn, M.D., 
West Contra Costa Transit Authority, Westmont of
Pinole, Windermere Rowland Realty, Wilson & Kratzer
Mortuaries.

Newsbriefs also posted on the PHS website (click
on NEWSLETTER in the menu bar).

FOR ADVERTISERS: 1,500 printed copies of PHS
Newsbriefs are distributed every quarter, generating
readership among thousands of Pinole and West County
residents. Hundreds more receive the newsletter direct-
ly from the PHS via its database and website.

If you’re interested in advertising, contact 
Jeff Rubin at info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or (510) 724-9507.

Official insurance carrier of the Pinole Historical Society

ADVERTISE WITH US
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org for information and rates.

PHS at Pinole Farmers’ Market
The Pinole Historical Society booth is at the Pinole

Farmers Market twice every month through December.
Please stop by and share some Pinole history —

and tell us how you’ve been since we last saw each
other.
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1918-2022
104 years

Serving Families

President’s Message
Jeff Rubin, President, Pinole Historical Society and Pinole History Museum

t’s been a long struggle to establish a history
museum in Pinole. It began in 2005 when the
Faria House was moved to its current location,

and while we had hoped we’d be open by now,
we’re resolute in seeing our mission to fruition.

Many of the dinner attendees — there were 169
paid tickets — have donated to the museum (see
page 5) and supported our advocacy before the city
council. Three years after the museum’s last
fundraiser and dinner they were still supporting us
because they see the value in preserving our past
history and making a lasting record of our present
history.

THANK YOU FOR VALUING CULTURE AND HISTORY!

While a permanent home for the Pinole History
Museum is still forthcoming, our approach is
focused on public outreach — working with
schools, the community, and local businesses to
promote interest and excitement for the preserva-
tion of our historical past. 

While COVID-19 restrictions severely curtailed our
activities in 2021, the Pinole History Museum and
Pinole Historical Society jointly accomplished 
several goals to preserve our city’s history.

— We are preparing mini-exhibits that will be
installed in several Pinole businesses. These
exhibits will include photographs and memorabilia
on founding families, the early ranchos, downtown,
then and now, and the history of street names. The
first will be at Mechanics Bank.

— We did two projects with students from Pinole
Valley High School: One that explored the recent
history of minority business owners, and the other

I an oral history project
where a student sought to
learn the history of her
family members in Pinole.
Both of these may be
found on the Pinole 
Historical Society YouTube
Channel, along with 45
other videos covering
Pinole’s history.

— The Pinole Historical
Society resumed print
publishing of its newslet-
ter, Newsbriefs, in 2021,
devoting much of its edi-
torial space to advocate
for the creation of the Pinole History Museum in the
Faria House.

— The PHS and PHM Facebook pages continuously
publish information about the history of our city. This
information is shared on half a dozen other local and
area Facebook pages.

— The PHS continued its yearly history essay contest
in Pinole schools. We did so even during COVID-19
school closures, and continue to award scholarships
to graduating Pinole Valley High School students.

— The PHS resumed producing its annual Veterans
Day Memorial and Flag Retirement Ceremony. This
year’s event will be held Friday, November 11, at 
11 a.m. in Fernandez Park.

— The PHM continued to establish its Collections
Management System database with CatalogIt, 

Continued on page 6

Jeff Rubin

MUSEUM DINNER REAFFIRMED OUR COMMITMENT TO PRESERVING CITY’S HISTORY
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The Pinole Historical Society promotes awareness
and appreciation of history through preservation
and education, and chronicles the city’s heritage 

for current and future generations.

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 

or e-mail 
info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org 

for information and rates.

RODENT & ANT CONTROL

WE THANK THE PINOLE HISTORY MUSEUM
DINNER RAFFFLE AND AUCTION DONORS

Oakland A’s, San Francisco Giants, San Jose
Giants, San Jose Earthquakes, San Francisco
49ers, Stanford football, Fine Arts Museums of
San Francisco, San Francisco Museum of Mod-
ern Art, Walt Disney Family Museum, Lawrence
Hall of Science, Turtle Bay Exploration Park,
USS Midway Museum, San Francisco Opera,
San Francisco Symphony, American Conserva-
tory Theater, Buena Vista Winery, Hafner 
Vineyard, McKahn Family Cellars, Duckhorn
Vineyards, Tahoe Donner, The Citizen Hotel,
Travel Pledge, Mike LeFebvre, Dr. Eric Mariotti,
Melinda Mariotti, Jo Ann Gannotti, Mary
McMains, Warner McMains, Sue’s Place, Target,
Republic Services, Costco Letcher Bros. Auto
Repair, Massage by Michelle, Menchie’s Frozen
Yogurt, Debbie Ojeda, Pinole Rotary, Cari Jo
(Mariotti) Galloway, Earl Combs, House of Lilith
(Angela Schneider), Belinda Espinosa, Jeff
Rubin, American Legends Sports Cards, Top
Floor Salon (Paula Harvey and Christina Isley),
Safeway, Lucky Supermarkets, China House,

Sam's Doghouse, The Habit, Chipotle, Ace
Hardware, Michaels, Trader Joe’s, Sprouts,
Tina's Place, The Bear Claw, Rhonda Purcell,
Cecilia Combs, The New Deli, Oakland Zoo,
Pinole Packing & Postage, Rick Chalk State
Farm Insurance, Brian Contestable, WestCAT,
Crocketts Premier Auto Body, Lino Amaral
State Farm Insurance, Big 5 Sporting Goods,
Lisa Melgarejo, Norma Martínez-Rubin, Cather-
ine Rasmussen, Vanessa Wright, Diane Dyer,
Kathy Edwards, Claudette and Tim Swanson.

TABLE SPONSORS:
Collins Management
Contra Costa County Historical Society
Contra Costa Electric
The Faria Family
Mechanics Bank
Republic Services
Darrel Jay Tucker
George Vincent Family
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We thank our donors for their generosity and support
Want to MAKE HISTORY HAPPEN? Send a check to

Pinole History Museum, PO Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564, 
or donate online at www.pinolehistorymuseum.org

$20,000 to $25,000
Jeff Rubin and 
Norma Martínez-Rubin

$10,000 to $14,999
Tessie Curran Baldwin
$4,000 to $4,999
Mechanics Bank
$2,000 to $2,499
Tim and Kim Banuelos
Collins Management 
Foundation
Edward Downer III and 
Yoshimi Downer
Alex and Nita Jason
Eric and Deborah Mariotti
William McMaster
Shirley Ramos
Vincent, Monika, Lila, and
Dylan Salimi
$1,000 to $2,499
Chris, Lyla, Johnny 
(Happy Sashimi)
Fred and Roben Gerson
Steve and Priscilla James
Joy Jennings
Gregg Kurita (in loving memory
of my wife, Sabrina Kurita)
Brian and Susyn Normington
Roberta Tim Quan
Brian Ramos
Greg Ramos
Patti Ramos-Baker
Ross Ramos
Angela Schneider (House of
Lilith Hair Designers)
Joy and Sid Shapiro
Chiyo Shidara, D.D.S.
Darrell Jay Tucker
$500 to $999
Joel and Jo Ann Gannotti
Katherine Kiehn
Bob and Carol Kopp
Edit Villarreal
Betty Viramontes
$250 to $499
Avram Gimbel
William Green
Judy Hamilton
Linda Jane Kole and 
Steven Morrow
Tom Leal
Nancye Lee
Dennis Lorette
Mary and Warner McMains
Carol McMahon
Pete and Cathy Murray
Arnold Ode
Carole Price
Doris Salmi
David Smith and 
Mary Ruth Kelley
Jim Ulversoy
Edgar and Mary Vovsi
Chris Wimmer
Florence Wong

$100 to $249
Lois Boyle
Ross Browne
Deanna Brownlee
Chipotle
Cynthia Christian
Alex and Rita Clark
John J. Collins
Earl and Cecilia Combs
Hank and Doreen Covell
Carol De Young
Marvin Dutra
Diane Dyer
Mary Ann Egger
Mark and Darlene Elms
Belinda Espinosa
Stella Faria
Julia Faulkner
Peter Fimbres
Joel Fischer
Bob and Lynn Fissell
James and Carolyn Flynn
Jack and Catherine Frost
Maria Gallo
Cindy Wilson Gattenby
Nancy and Gary Gill
Terry Gilliam 
John and Ann Heintz
Hercules Historical Society
Pete and Sherry Janke
Lance and Mary 
Johannessen
Sally Johnson
Joanne Johnston
Marjorie Jones
Tim Kearns
Frank Kelly
Anne Kesti
Kenneth Kille
Carol Lawson
Mike and Sharon LeFebvre
Patricia H. Lewis
Margie Liberty
Richard and Claudia 
Lindsay
Charlotte Liniger
Sue Lynn
Louis and Irene Matta
Patty McGoldrick
Bill and Diane Miller
Elizabeth Barroca Miller
Susan Millhollin
Donna Mythen
Tom Netemeyer
Alice Ninomiya
Flora Ninomiya
Paul and Phyllis O’Driscoll
Charlene O’Rourke
James and Lillian Ott
John Paradela
Don Patterson
Jim Payne
Carole Person
Walt Peterson
Pinole Garden Club
Maureen Powers
Pat Rei
Richmond Elks Lodge 
No. 1251

Mark and Donna Rubin
Celeste Silvas
Jennifer Sobol
St. Joseph School
Ann Tarabini
Gary and Colleen Tipp
Jan Torbet
Sylvia Villa Serrano
Patricia Weishahn
Steve and Fran Welstand
Mary and Charles Whaley
Debora Willis
Andre Le Mont Wilson
Ann Wilson
Barbara and Michael 
Woldemar
Martha and Ken Wong
Judith Yacovetti
John Ziesenhenne
Up to $99
Frank Acedo
Andres Anacker, MD
Bob Antaki
Adila Araya
Michael Ashburne
Claire J. Baker
Ralph Bedwell
Jimmy Boucher
Jonay M. Brownlee
Sharon Bullock
Karla Butler
Janet Bywater
Joe and Lea Campbell
Joyce and Dwight Carbone
Judy Cates
Mary Di Cecco
Patti Clark
Christine Costa
Tea Aguiar Court
Elizabeth Crook
Marge Dean
Estela DePaz
Phyllis Dill
Brian and Kathy Donohue
Mary Drazba
David Dumolin
Bruce Ezzell
Lois Faria
Victoria Fimbres
Linda Flood
Tashia Flucas
Mary Collins Gallagher
Cari Jo Galloway
Margaret Gelhaus
Bill Gram-Reefer
Kay Green
Marilyn Griego
Julie Ann Hawks
Colin Hill
Fred and Irene Hollister
Thomas Immel
Sonny Jackson
Mike and Claudia Janda
Roy and Kristen Javellana
Kay Johnson
Ronald and Frances Jones
Deborah Jordan
Shirlee Kahila
Yevgeniy Kazinets

Virginia Kennedy
Peggy Kirton
Gary Lalley
Don and Michele Lau
Judy Lewis
Richard and Patricia Loomis
Steven Lopez
Beatrice Mahrt
Laurelle Martin
Jack and Nancy McFarland
Tracy McKendell
Lisa Melgarejo
Ariel Mercado
Deborah and Joe Miglia
Nancy Miller
Rob Moitoza
Kent and Ann Moriarty
Mary Myers
Christine Nadeau
Carolyn and Jon Nelson
Audrey Nieman
Terry O’Donnell
Kate Owings
Dennis Piowaty Palmer
Jan Parfet
George Parsons
Pam and Ron Patzlaff
Ed Pear
Barbara Pearce
Vincent and Leah Perez
Bob Polacchi
George Pursley
Robin Raber-Luna
Vickie and Michael Resso
Ben Reyes II
Mike Riback (Meyers Nave)
Mary and Danny Rinaldi
Julia V. Roundy
Juanita Sayo
Charlotte Schell
Leona Seidell
Paul Sekins
Robert Shea
Danna Shirley
Diane Sielert
Daniel Silva-Thwaites
Fran Silver
Nancy Snodgrass
Dan Steele
Karen Stella
Alice M. Strain
Helen Studabaker
Elaine Sturtevant
Arlene Tapia
Ginny Taylor
Bryan C. Todd
Jeanette Tramm
Jean Ulversoy
Kay Warfel
Ora Webber
Tom Welsh (Crocketts 
Premier Auto Body)
Carole Whitmarsh
Howard and Linda Wise
Sonya and Bill Wyland
Rie Yagi
Pat York
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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Continued from page 3

a cloud-based online service.
Metadata has been added to more
than 500 historical photos that
have been uploaded to CatalogIt
and are available to the public to
view at:
https://hub.catalogit.app/157. 
An independent contractor contin-
ues to work on this project with
the ultimate goal of uploading our
entire collection of photos and
images of artifacts.
Imagine what we could accom-

plish if we had a home!

•            *            *

The combined boards of the
Pinole Historical Society and
Pinole History Museum worked for
months preparing for the museum
dinner, soliciting raffle and silent
auction prizes, assembling the
prizes, selling tickets, distributing
flyers, doing publicity, and plan-
ning every aspect of the onsite
event. 

We are already discussing
improvements and enhancements
for the 2023 dinner so we can
make the dinner a signature event
for Pinole.

Anyone who has worked on pro-
ducing an event of this size knows
how much work is involved. I am
extremely grateful to the all-volun-
teer board members for the many
hours they devoted to making the
dinner a success — and helping
the museum raise more than
$10,000, after expenses:

Pinole Historical Society: Jo
Ann Gannotti, Mary McMains,
Carol White, Pete Murray, Norma
Martínez-Rubin, and Jeff Rubin.

Pinole History Museum: Belinda
Espinosa, Alex Jason, Cyndie
Sprinkel, Diane Dyer, and Jeff
Rubin.
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Windermere Rowland Realty
930 San Pablo Avenue, Suite A
Pinole, CA 94564

“BAY AREA’S 
BEST HOTDOG”
3857 San Pablo Dam Road
El Sobrante, CA 94803
(510) 223-8870

The Pinole City Council needs to hear from the 
community that a museum in the Faria House would
be a welcome and worthwhile addition to the city.
You can help convince them by sending an email 

to all of the council members — or publicly state that
you support the Pinole History Museum at a council
meeting (1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month), Pinole
City Hall, 2131 Pear Street. Meetings are hybrid, open
to the public at City Hall and online via Zoom.

Mayor Vincent Salimi:
vsalimi@ci.pinole.ca.us
Mayor Pro Tem Devin Murphy:
dmurphy@ci.pinole.ca.us
Councilmember Norma Martínez-Rubin:
nmartinez-rubin@ci.pinole.ca.us
Councilmember Anthony Tave:
atave@ci.pinole.ca.us
Councilmember Maureen Toms:
mtoms@ci.pinole.ca.us

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP CREATE
THE PINOLE HISTORY MUSEUM?

PINOLE RESIDENTS CONTINUE TO SUPPORT A MUSEUM
MIKE LEFEBVRE
As a lifelong resident
and fourth generation
citizen of this city, I
have seen it grow from
an agrarian community
replete with cattle
ranches, dairy farms,
and in-town merchants
like Augie (DeSilva) the
butcher, and egg sell-
ers like Mrs. Stelle to
become the thriving
community that it is
today.
Who would have

thought that a little
town of fewer than 1,000 people would become the
diverse city that it presently is?  The answer to that
question is — very few of us.  
Pinole is resplendent with a rich and colorful histo-

ry that cannot be captured totally in a book. There
needs to be exhibits, pictures, and oral histories that
can only be encompassed in a museum setting.
Like in every other modern city, there needs to be

a visual and oral record of its beginnings, trials, and
tribulations. People, especially the populace of Pinole,
need to be afforded the opportunity to experience the
lifestyle, economic growth, and flavor of our wonder-

ful city — and I speak for myself, my family and
friends, and all of the younger generation who patient-
ly listen to my stories without any context.
I whole-heartedly endorse the city get behind this

vital project and make Pinole an even better place in
which to grow up and put down roots.



8

NATIONAL BUTTON BULLETIN FEATURES RANCHO EL PINOLE EXCAVATION

2718 pinole valley road • pinole, california 94564
510.758.8881           www.eathappysashimi.com

Saving Memories

Call (510) 388-9284   www.savingmemories.com

Saving your most precious Family Video 
memories & photos on DVD is easy and 
inexpensive! Slide Shows help create a 

special atmosphere at Birthdays, Weddings,
Memorials, Retirement & Anniversary Parties!

Services include:
Slide Shows, transfer of VHS, Beta, all size
camcorder tape to DVD, Photo Editing.
— 8, Super 8 & 16 MM film to DVD —

Debbie Ojeda, owner
ojedahouse@comcast.net

Back in the day

n April, the Pinole
Historical Society
was contacted by the
editor of the Nation-

al Button Bulletin, the
newsletter of the National
Button Society.
The Bulletin was doing

a story on the 1974 exca-
vation of the Martinez
Adobe estate of Don
Juan Ygnacio Nicanor
Martinez, who estab-
lished Rancho El Pinole
in the 1830s and built
three adobes on land
that is now Pinole Valley
Park.
The editor wanted to

confirm and augment
information about the
Martinez family and
adobes, and requested
photos of the adobe and
the excavation.
We were only too

happy to oblige.
With our assistance,

“One Hundred Buttons
from Rancho El Pinole,”
written by archeologist
Ericha Sappington, was
published in the July
issue. 
The National Button

Society (NBS), founded in
1938, features regional,
state, and local clubs

that host button shows
and sales. NBS has sever-
al thousand members on
four continents.
In 1974, an archaeo-

logical excavation was
organized at the site of
Rancho El Pinole to help
prepare the land for
preservation within a
park. The work was spon-

sored by the Pinole His-
torical Society and led by
Dr. Priscilla Wegars and

Pinole’s Antone Ceper-
nich, who supervised the

Continued on page 9

I

Synthetic
polymer
and five-
hole bone
buttons.
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Serious Injury • Auto Accident

Donald E. Patterson
Attorney at Law

www.donaldepatterson.com

FREE CONSULTATION (510) 262-2120

Paula Harvey Christina Isley

1690 San Pablo Ave., Suite E
Pinole, CA 94564 (510) 741-1150

TOP FLOOR SALON
Full-Service Salon

Total hair care for men and women

Tiep Vo 
(Kelley Nails)

Nails • Pedicures • Facials

BUTTON BULLETIN

Martinez Adobe ruins circa 1937 (photo courtes of
the California Historical Society).

Volunteers digging at the Rancho El Pinole
excavation (photo courtesy of George Vincent).

Continued from page 8

work of more than one
hundred volunteers
between 1974 and 1978. 
The excavation site

exposed the foundations
of the original walls of
Ygnacio Martinez’s
adobe’s ground floor,
and established its layout
of four rooms with an
overall dimension of 
40 by 42 feet. 

30,000 ARTIFACTS
The project confirmed

the adobe originally had
two floors, a full first
floor and a second half
story accessed by a set
of outside stairs.
The project uncovered

more than 30,000 arti-
facts, including one hun-
dred buttons made of
metal, fabric, cellulose
acetate, composition,

black glass, shell, porce-
lain and bone. Manufac-
turer marks such as Levi
Strauss & Co., Goodyear,
and others placed their
use and availability to the
Martinez family between
1812 and 1907.
The buttons were

found scattered across
the site. They were found
both inside and outside
the foundation of the
adobe building, on the
surface and underneath
older layers of soil and
adobe bricks. 
They were also found

in an area disturbed by
gopher burrows, near a
path of small stones, and
inside an area of char-
coal and ash that was
identified as likely having
once been a fireplace for
the main home.
These buttons, along

with a few hook-and-eye
attachments and one
children’s shoe are now
all that remain of the
clothing worn during the
time the Martinez family
lived at their ranch. 
The buttons appear to

be typical utilitarian but-
tons of the period. 
While it is not docu-

mented who the Martinez
family employed to care
for their 17,000-acre
ranch, we can surmise
that the Martinez family
would have had a large
number of staff members
to tend to such a vast
estate, and it was likely
these unnamed employ-
ees who would have
worn garments with
these types of buttons.

Rancho El Pinole gives
us an archaeological 
picture of the life of a
19th-century Spanish
family who began as 
citizens of Mexican 
California. 

30,000 ARTIFACTS
The Martinez children

lived through a unique
transition period from
the era of Mexican Cali-
fornia through Califor-
nia’s American statehood
in 1850, and into the era
of American California. 
Sappington is complet-

ing a report on the pro-
ject for inclusion with the
artifacts collected from
the project, to be given
to the Pinole Historical 
Society.

Buttons of all
shapes and sizes.
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CONTRA COSTA HISTORY CENTER WILL PRESENT PHS PROGRAM NOV. 4
ot history?
The Contra Costa History

Center has history, and they’ll
bring it to us at our quarterly meet-
ing on Friday, Nov. 4, at 6:30 p.m.
at the Pinole Sportsmen’s Club,
201 Piñon Avenue. The event is
free. 
The presentation will highlight

the center’s vast archives. If you
are doing historical research of any
kind, this is the place to start.
The center’s living archive is a

treasure trove of records, letters,
manuscripts, diaries, legal records,
photos, maps, newspapers, periodi-
cals, and books that tell the story
of our past.
The Contra Costa History Center,

at 724 Escobar Street, Martinez, is
open 9 a.m.–4 p.m. on Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday, and 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. the first and
third Saturdays of the month. 
www.cocohistory.org

G
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A Pinole Landmark

900 San Pablo Ave., Pinole, CA 94564

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers make it possible for the historical society to 

publish this quarterly newsletter. They enrich our community, 
and they’re really hurting right now, just like the rest of us. 

Let’s help them out.

CUSTOM-WRITTEN AND DESIGNED NEWSLETTERS
FOR COMPANIES, NON-PROFITS AND ASSOCIATIONS

ESTABLISHED 1981

PHONE: 510/724-9507
FAX: 510/741-8698
E-MAIL: Jeff@TheNewsletterGuy.com
WEB: www.TheNewsletterGuy.com

THE NEWSLETTER GUY®

JEFF RUBIN
1517 Buckeye Court
Pinole, CA 94564



• THE PINOLE MURAL: Wells Fargo
Bank produced this video about
the history of Pinole. The mural
hangs in the bank’s Pinole office
on Fitzgerald Drive.
• AN INTERVIEW WITH TWO

MAYORS: Former mayors Jack Mee-
han and Tom Cutino tell how they
saved Fitzgerald Drive — and the
sales-tax dollars its shopping cen-
ters produce — for Pinole.
• WHAT’S IN A NAME?: How

Pinole streets got their names, 
and the characters behind those
names.
• 1962, ‘63, ‘64 AND ‘65 

FIESTA DEL PINOLE PARADES, cour-
tesy of PHS member Jim Payne.

PHS YouTube: https://youtu.be/0mOUvgFlrp4.

More videos have been
uploaded to the Pinole Historical
Society’s YouTube channel, includ-
ing Mike Woldemar’s terrific July
2020 presentation on the many
Pinole buildings he designed during
his long career as an architect.
All of the programs we’ve record-

ed since 2008 are on our YouTube
channel for your enjoyment. Our
thanks to Pinole History Museum
board member Alec Jason, who
reformatted more than a decade’s
worth of PHS programs and
uploaded them to YouTube.
Among the 30-plus videos

include:
• GEORGE VINCENT’S two walking tours of historic

downtown Pinole.
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MORE VIDEOS UPLOADED TO PHS YOUTUBE CHANNEL

Ricardo Velazco
Realtor I Owner

Calbre#01471392

2221 Pear St., Pinole, CA 94564

510.283.5757 I Office

510.367.3519 I Cell

ricardo@sequoia-re.com

www.sequoia-re.com

Why not 
advertise 
with us?
Call 

(510) 724-9507 
or e-mail
info@pinole

historicalsociety.org
for information 
and rates.

“The challenge of history is to recognize its time flow so we
can better understand it. To understand history, we have to
somehow bridge then and now and connect the dots of past
events with the present. One way to do this is by learning 
to view the past not in terms of timelines or yesterdays, 

but rather as an ongoing present.”
— George R. Vincent —
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PinoleHistoricalSociety
2023 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION AND SEND THIS FORM
TO PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA  94564
MEMBERSHIPS ARE FOR THE 2023 CALENDAR YEAR (EXCEPT LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS)

(PINOLE RESIDENCY NOT REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP)

NAME: (each member): _________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ___________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP___________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: (     )__________________________

E-MAIL (please!): ______________________________________________________________________

CIRCLE ONE: Annual-new ($30)     Annual-renewal ($30)      Business ($50)      Life ($150) 

METHOD OF PAYMENT: o Check (Payable to Pinole Historical Society)

o Credit Card:    o Visa      o MasterCard      o American Express      o Discover

Credit Card # ____________________________________________ Expiration Date _________   CVV_______

TOTAL ENCLOSED: ________________                   

SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PHS BY BECOMING A MEMBER IN 2023
For only $30, you can help the PHS accomplish its mission of bringing the history of Pinole to

our residents through exhibits at the Pinole Library, Pinole history programs 
in schools, Pinole Community TV programs, walking tours of downtown Pinole, 

the Veterans Day event in Fernandez Park — and you’ll have the satisfaction 
of helping promote and preserve Pinole's history for future generations.

JOIN THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETy (OR RENEw yOuR mEmbERSHIP) 
AND HELP PROmOTE AND PRESERVE THE HISTORy OF OuR CITy.

Please mail the membership application in this newsletter today!
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Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org  for information and rates.

The Pinole Historical Society is grateful
for donations of artifacts, photos, 

newspapers, memorabilia — anything 
of historical significance. 
Please contact us at 

info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or call (510) 724-9507.

GOT HISTORY?

Lighthouses of
the Bay Area

Bay Area 
Cocktails

Ferries of the
Bay Area

San Francisco
Beer

Left Behind Hidden 
San Francisco

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 

or e-mail 
info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org 

for information and rates.

The Pinole Historical Society 
and the City of Pinole
invite you to participate 
in the Fourteenth

VETERANS DAY MEMORIAL AND

FLAG RETIREMENT CEREMONY

Friday, November 11, 2022
11 a.m.-noon, Fernandez Park

Please join us as we honor 
our veterans, past and present,

living and deceased.

To donate a flag for the retirement 
ceremony, please call (510) 724-9507 

or e-mail 
info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org

PHS HAS NEW BOOK TITLES FOR SALE
AT THE PINOLE FARMERS MARKET
OR BY MAIL ORDER (SEE PAGE 15)
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he Pinole Historical Society sells
these Arcadia books at the Pinole
Farmers’ Market two Saturdays per

month, April through December.
Most are $25, including sales tax. A

few of the older books are $23, including
sales tax. 
Mail order prices (below) include

shipping. We accept Visa, MasterCard,
Amex, and Discover credit cards.

T

Pinole Pinole
Through
Time

Hercules Richmond El Sobrante El Cerrito Crockett Rodeo

Martinez

Ferries of
the Bay
Area Maritime

Tilden Park

East Bay Hills

San 
Francisco
Beer

Lighthouses
of the Bay
Area

Napa Valley

Bay Area
Cocktails

Left Behind

Hidden San
Francisco

LOCAL HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM
THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Name ____________________________________________

Address __________________________________________

City _________________________ State ___  Zip ________

Phone (     ) _______________

E-mail ____________________________________________

mETHOD OF PAymENT

� Check: Payable to Pinole Historical Society             

� Credit card (� Visa  � MasterCard  � Amex  � Discover)

Card #_________________________CVV___ Exp. date____

# of Pinole @$30 ___ # of Pinole Through Time @$30 ___
# of Hercules @$30  ____ # of Richmond @$30  ____
# of El Sobrante @$30  ____ # of El Cerrito @$30  ____
# of Maritime CCC @$30  ____ # of East Bay Hills @$30  ____
# of Crockett @$28  ____ # of Rodeo @$28  ____
# of Martinez @$28  ____ # of Port Costa @$28  ____
# of Tilden Park @$30  ____ # of Napa Valley @$30  ____
# of Bay Area Cocktails @$30  __ # of Hidden SF @$30  ____
# of Bay Area Ferries @$30  ____ # of Left Behind @$30  ____
# of Lighthouses @$30  __ # of SF Beer @$30  ____

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $______

Please mail to PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA 94564
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In Old Town Pinole
2235 San Pablo Avenue, 
just off Tennent Avenue 
next to the Pump House. 

Angel (510-724-1454) 

DRE#R01792978
3088 Pinole Valley Road

Pinole, CA 94564
510-812-6417

Allen Faria, Realtor®

Put My Experience and Knowledge 
to Work For You

Having the right 
connections in the
community makes all 
the difference. I  grew up 
in the Pinole-Hercules 
area, where my ancestors
settled more than 150 years
ago, some farming the 
fertile soils from Pinole to
Rodeo, while others helped
build the communities 
we now call home. The 
benefits of my longstand-
ing connection to and
detailed knowledge of the community are the 
foundation for the outstanding service I deliver to
my clients.

Allen Faria

Massage by Michelle

Michelle Gonzalez, C.M.T.
925.899.4811

Swedish, Deep Tissue, & Foot Reflexology
www.massagebymichelleg.com

Book Online
647 Tennent Avenue, Suite 101 • Pinole, CA 

Don’t hemp and haw
end 2022 with a buzz!

cbD oil massages only $95/hour

Limit 2 visits at this price. 
Good through January 31, 2023

Gift certificates avaiLabLe at

massaGebymicheLLeG.com


