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VETERANS HONORED AT FOURTH ANNUAL CEREMONY

VETERANS DAY TELECAST MADE POSSIBLE BY SPONSORS
ecause of generous $250 sponsorships
from Crocketts Premier Auto Body, 
Wilson & Kratzer Mortuaries, Rolling
Hills Memorial Park, Pinole Rotary,

Mechanics Bank, Tina’s Place, Pinole Chamber
of Commerce, and Neto’s Pizza, Pinole 

Community TV will televise the November 11 
Veterans Day Memorial and Flag Retirement 
Ceremony. PCTV needed $2,000 in sponsorships
to cover the cost of the broadcast. 

The Pinole Historical Society is very grateful for
these sponsors' support of this important event.

B

eterans
past and
present will
be honored

for their service at
the Fourth Annual
Veterans Day Memo-
rial and Flag Retire-
ment Ceremony 
Friday, Nov. 11, at
11 a.m. in Fernan-
dez Park.

The Pinole Histor-
ical Society pro-
duces the event.

Boy Scout Troop
86, West Contra
Costa Girl Scouts,
Veterans of Foreign
Wars Post 2798, St.
Joseph School, the
Pinole Valley High

School Marching
Band, Pinole youth
commissioners, and
Mayor Roy Swearin-
gen will participate.

If you would like
to donate a worn
flag for retirement
by the Boy Scouts,
bring your flag to
the park on Novem-
ber 11. Or, mail
your flag to the
Pinole Historical
Society, P.O. Box
285, Pinole, CA
94564. There is no
fee to retire a flag.
Please include
postage on all flags
mailed. More pho-
tos on page 5.

V

Many area veterans attend the event every year.
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WHERE TO FIND NEWSBRIEFS

900 San Pablo Ave., Pinole, CA 94564

Pick up Newsbriefs at these locations:
A Center for Hearing Health (Dr. Joel Ross),

AccuTech Auto Care, A.D. Dern Insurance, All-Bay
Locksmith, The Alley Cafe, Antlers Tavern, Bank of
the West, Barry Evans Studio, Bay Park Retirement
Residence, The Bear Claw, Big O Tires, Blue Sky
Sports, Cafe Soleil, China House, Cindy’s Shear Cuts,
Coldwell Banker (Allen Faria), Coldwell Banker (Joni
Vasquez and Dave Vida), Complete Automotive
Repair Service (C.A.R.S.), Crocketts Premier Auto
Body, Feriel El Ghaoui, D.D.S., Embers, Farmers
Insurance (Madeline Crandall), Farmers Insurance
(Carol White), Garden of Gems, Douglas Gordon,
D.D.S., Grocery Outlet, Happy Sashimi, Kaiser 
Permanente Medical Office Building, K&L Automotive
(Rodeo), Kendall Financial Services, Ladies Workout
Express, Lakeridge Athletic Club, Masala Specialty
Gift Store, Mechanics Bank (Pinole Valley and 
Pinole Vista), Neto’s Pizza, Old Time Realtors, 
Douglas Oliver, D.D.S., Oliver’s Hardware, Park 
Pharmacy, Attorney Donald E. Patterson, Peggy’s 
Perfections Bead and Boutique, Pinole Art Center,
Pinole City Hall, Pinole Creek Cafe, Pinole Library,
Pinole Paws, Pinole Police Department, Pinole Senior
Center, Pinole Valley Community Church, Realty
World (Viktor Manrique), Ricky’s Corner, Ristorante
Due Rose, Sam’s Dog House (Pinole and El
Sobrante), State Farm Insurance (Mark Bucklew and
Rick Chalk), Sunshine Floor Covering, Taqueria
Sanchez, Tenax Law Group, 10th Inning Baseball
Cards, The New Deli, The Red Onion, The UPS Store,
Tina’s Place, Top Floor Salon, Albert M. Tsang,
D.D.S., Waffle Stop, West Contra Costa Transit
Authority, Windermere Rowland Realty, and Wilson &
Kratzer Mortuaries.

It’s also posted on the PHS website.
FOR ADVERTISERS: 3,000 printed copies of

PHS Newsbriefs are distributed every quarter, 
generating readership among thousands of Pinole
and West County residents. Hundreds more receive
the newsletter directly from the PHS via its database
and website. If you’re interested in advertising,
please contact Jeff Rubin at info@PinoleHistorical-
Society.org or call him at (510) 724-9507.

PHS CALENDAR
MEETINGS

ONGOING

November 17: Quarterly membership meeting,
Alex Clark Room, Pinole Public Safety Facility, 880
Tennent Avenue, 6:30 to 8 p.m. Program: We’ll be
showing the PBS movie “The American Flag: Two 
Centuries of Concord and Conflict.”

February 16, 2012: Quarterly membership 
meeting: Program TBA.

Pinole Library history exhibits. Two exhibits at the
library, 2935 Pinole Valley Road. Library hours are: 
Monday (10 a.m. to 6 p.m.), Wednesday (2 to 8 p.m.),
Friday and Saturday (12 to 5 p.m.).

PHS booth at Pinole Farmers’ Market. Every other
Saturday through December, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Barbara Cronin
Vice President/Manager
Pinole Office
2690 Pinole Valley Road
Pinole, CA 94564
510.741.5009 PHONE • 510.741.2010 FAX
barbara_cronin@mechanicsbank.com
www.mechanicsbank.com

Tina Laviolette
Corporate Officer/Manager
Pinole Vista Office
1518 Fitzgerald Drive
Pinole, CA 94564
510.243.9634 PHONE • 510.243.9636 FAX
tina_laviolette@mechanicsbank.com
www.mechanicsbank.com

CINDY MADRUGA

CATHY MADRUGA RICHARDSON

MASHACKIE ALLEN-CARSON

$5 off chemical
for first-time clients
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A Pinole Landmark

President’s Message

Marcia Kalapus

Marcia Kalapus, President, Pinole Historical Society

fter the Civil
War, there were
many changes in
the everyday

lives of men and women,
as well as family dynam-
ics during Reconstruction
(1865-1877).

One of the major
changes ones was the
desire of women to vote
and make policy deci-
sions on national, state,
and local levels. Women
in the Wyoming Territory
in 1864 were already
butting heads with their
territorial government
about voting rights.

In 1877, Senator
Aaron Sargent of Califor-
nia strongly believed that
women should have
more power and support-
ed their suffrage move-
ment. 

1920, Tennessee
became the 36th state to
ratify the 19th Amend-
ment, and women got
the right to vote.

Even back then, Cali-
fornia was a U.S. leader.
In October 1911, Califor-
nia passed Proposition 4,

A
COMMEMORATING THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT

which gave women the
right to vote in the state. 

Women in those days
were just beginning to
emerge from a pioneer to
a more urban lifestyle, as
many were moving into
cities or small towns
from farms and ranches.

Modern women began
to write books, maga-
zines, and how-to books
about current fashions,
cleaning products, 
canning recipes, house-
keeping, entertaining for
social gatherings, teas,
book clubs, poetry read-
ing teas, protocols for
eating and manners,
guidelines for better
shopping, newer patterns
for sewing, hand crafts
and quilting, etc.

Continued on page 7

He befriended Susan
B. Anthony and encour-
aged her to draft lan-
guage for a constitutional
amendment that would
give all women in the
United States the right to
vote. Anthony joined with
Elizabeth Cady Stanton
to accomplish that goal.

Sen. Sargent tried
many times over 41 years
to get Congress to agree
to ratify the amendment.
In 1919, it passed. It was
then submitted to each
state for ratification.

In 1920, President
Woodrow Wilson stated
that World War I was a
war of democracy, and
the women jumped all
over him because they
felt it was not so, as they
still didn’t have voting
rights. On August 18,

We’re Open!

2701 Pinole Valley Road, Pinole
(510) 223-NETO (6386)

Rick’s Trees
...Bringing peace of mind to your yard

Tree pruning and removal • stump
grinding • sod lawns • concrete work
• retaining walls • complete landscape
installation • fencing • monthly
maintenance • yard clean-up • 
senior discounts • and more ...

(510) 455-0977 • rickjsweet@yahoo.com
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FARIA PLAQUE DEDICATED
aria family members, City officials, and friends
gathered on October 8 to dedicate a plaque
commemorating the former site of the Faria
house, one of the City's most historic homes.

The plaque is affixed to a large rock on the south-
east corner of Pinole Valley Road and Henry Avenue.
The home, and Faria ranch, was on this property 
from 1880 to 2005, when it was moved to its current 
location at 2100 San Pablo Avenue. The Kaiser 
Permanente Medical Office Building is now located 
on the former Faria property.

Three generations of Farias lived in this home,
including sisters Margaret (Faria) Prather, Deanna
(Faria) Brownlee, and Dolores (Faria) Lucas. 

They are the grandchildren of Joseph Dutra Faria
and Maria Nunes Faria, and daughters of William (Bill)
and Margaret Faria. Margaret, Deanna, and Dolores,
along with many members of their family, attended
the ceremony.

F
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VETERANS HONORED AT FOURTH ANNUAL CEREMONY

Joel Ross, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Otolaryngology
head and neck surgery

Johnna McMartin
Hearing Instrument Specialist
HA #3918

A Center for 
Hearing Health
1700 San Pablo Ave.

Suite F
Pinole, CA 94564
510-724-1095

SoundLens rests invisibly deep
in your ear canal, while Xino
hides virtually undetectable
behind your ear — each is
loaded with the latest digital
advancements.

3-Day
Technology Event
Nov. 15-17, 9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
• Learn about hearing loss
• FREE hearing evaluation
• Try a Starkey’s hearing aid.

Space is limited. RSVP today!

510-724-1095

We have postcards, greeting cards, and refrig-
erator magnets—featuring photos from our book,
Images of America: Pinole. You can order them at
www.PinoleHistoricalSociety.org.

To order on-line, print the order form and mail
it with your check to the Pinole Historical Society,
P.O. Box 285, Pinole, CA  94564.

All of the photos in our book—and others in
our collection—are available for purchase in any
size you want. 

All of these items make thoughtful holiday gifts.
For more information, contact the PHS at (510)
724-9507 or at info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org.

PHS PRODUCTS FOR SALE
HOW SMALL ARE STARKEY’S
LATEST HEARING AIDS?

Starkey makes hearing aids so
small, they’re virtually invisible.*

*Individual results may vary. Invisibility may vary based on
your ear’s anatomy.

George and Christie Vincent remembered Pinole
veterans who lost their lives while serving.

Members of Pinole Boy Scout Troop 86 perform the
solemn flag-retirement ceremony.

Continued from front page
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10th Anniversary Special: Buy one entree,
receive the second of equal or lesser value 50% off

Delicious Mexican Food in Old Town Pinole

Taqueria Sanchez
2400 San Pablo Ave.
in Park View Plaza

Next to Fernandez Park!

741-8622
Catering Available

PHS SEEKING FAMILY FILMS FOR HISTORICAL ARCHIVE
ot film?

The Pinole Historical Society is embark-
ing on a major project to archive the city’s
history — family by family and event by

event. Our objective is to establish a permanent, 
digitized collection of Pinole’s history.

Do you have film of past Holy Ghost parades,
Pinole Valley High School Homecoming parades,
Memorial Day or July 4 parades?

How about important athletic events, such as a
high-school football, basketball, baseball, softball, or
volleyball game?

Perhaps you have film of
an important event that took
place in Fernandez Park, or a
ribbon cutting or an event
that has a place in Pinole’s
history—such as the 1958
flood?

We’re looking for any
video or film you have—VHS,

Beta, camcorder, DV tape, 8mm, Super 8mm,
16mm, 35mm, motion picture. 

Nearly everyone has taken home movies. That
makes everyone who has taken film a historian.

We want to collect, digitize, catalog, and preserve
old movies on DVD (and whatever formats are to
come) to exhibit, educate, and entertain.

The PHS will share these videos on a film archive
that we will establish, similar to the The Pioneers
Film Archive on YouTube created by the California
Pioneers of Santa Clara (www.youtube.com/
sccpioneers).

Film connects with the
past in a unique way. It’s
immersive, educational, and
entertaining for young peo-
ple. It’s a way to get young
people interested in history.

Got film? Please contact
us at info@pinolehistorical
society.org

The Pinole Historical Society 
is grateful for donations of 

artifacts, photos, newspapers, 
memorabilia—anything of 
historical significance. 
Please contact us at 

info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or call (510) 724-9507.

GOT HISTORY?

G
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2718 pinole valley road • pinole, california 94564
510.758.8881           www.eathappysashimi.com

COMMEMORATING THE WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE MOVEMENT
Continued from page 3

With advent of the railroad and postal service,
women were able to receive more mail-order cata-
logs, and merchandise than they ever had before.
Harpers magazine became staple for the new house-
wife. The Sears and Roebuck catalog provided all
the appliances and small items necessary to make
cleaning easier. I learned how to sew on a Sears and
Roebuck Singer treadle sewing machine in the
1940s and 1950s that belonged to my grandmother
for about 50 years. Four generations learned how to
sew with it.

One of the books that I treasure most is a book
titled Encyclopedia of Mother’s Advice, by a thou-
sand American mothers. It was published in 1905 by
Henry Neil Encyclopedia Co., of Chicago. This book
tells a woman how to shop for all cuts of meat, fish,
pork, poultry, eggs, and game and how to carve
these items and prepare them for cooking; how to
make soup stock; how to select, store, prepare and
serve vegetables; how to make, bake, and serve 

pastries; and
explains how to can,
preserve, and pickle
foods of all kinds. 
I would have loved
this book when I was
first married.

One of the chap-
ters is on “Cosme-
tiques.” This chapter
gives women home-
made recipes to
make potions for
cleansing their skin;
solutions for clear,
tanned skin; and how
to make hair curling
gel remove wrinkles,
make pearl water 
for moisture, and
shampoos, etc.

It covers soaps, stain removals, insect repellents,
and cleaning solutions for jewelry, ink spots, silver-
ware, and shiny glassware (ammonia solution)—and
how to clean furniture and floors. 

Many of the home-remedy recipes recommended
in the book were made and used by my grandmoth-
er on my cousins and myself. I laugh when I read
them, because some of them actually worked. 

She dipped snuff (it was supposed to be a secret)
but whenever bees, wasps or ants bit us, she would
put a smear of her snuff on the stinging area, and in
no time it would stop. It was the nicotine in the
snuff that made the pain go away. I hated those
brown spots! 

Women were able to make potions, salves,
lotions, syrups, liquids, and cures for toothaches,
bad breath, and quinine cures for drunkenness.

The best of all instructions was how to be beauti-
ful and attractive to your husband. Well, ladies, it
definitely wasn’t sunbathing. Alabaster pale skin was
in. One was to wear gloves, a hat at all times, and
take an umbrella when going out in the daytime.

I have freckles and my grandmother tried for
many years to remove them by making me put
potions on my face, arms, and hands at bedtime. 

For those of you who are avid quilters, I encour-
age you to look for books written by the Kansas
City Star; the newspaper published weekly articles
from the 1890s to around the 1970s on how to
make quilts. Many of those patterns are replicas of
the original ones published in the early years. My
grandmother used those patterns to make all of us
some of the most beautiful hand-made pieces.

It saddens me that many of the old arts and crafts
of handwork are not being taught anymore to our
young women. Some can’t even sew on a button or
mend a seam. 

I’m hopeful someday there will be renewed inter-
est in making homemade items. I am glad I learned,
and I plan to teach my granddaughter how to do
many of those special projects required of all young
ladies growing up.
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2265 Pear Street • Pinole, CA 94564
(510) 724-5312

Hours
Monday – Friday
6 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Saturday – Sunday
7 a.m. – 1 p.m.

PINOLE’S RURAL ROOTS: THE EARLIEST RANCHES AND FARMS

Back in the day By George R. Vincent

First of two parts

inole began as an agricultural community.
The geography of
rolling hills and
fertile valley soil

made an ideal combina-
tion for livestock and crop
raising. Before there was a
Pinole Township, and
even after incorporation
in 1903, Pinole’s charac-
ter and economy were
largely shaped by the
influences of surrounding
ranches and farms.

The namesake founder
of Pinole, Don Ygnacio
Martinez, owned the earli-
est and largest ranch hold-
ing. Martinez settled here
on his 18,000-acre El Rancho Pinole in the 1820s
and 1830s.

Don Ygnacio and his wife, Dona Martina, raised
their family of eleven children in an adobe home
about three miles into Pinole Valley from the bay.

Here, he ran thousands of cattle and competed with
grizzly bear coming down to feast on them during
roundup time in the place later to be named Rodeo.

The hides and tallow (fat)
were sold to Yankee trad-
ing ships at today’s Point
Pinole for needed sup-
plies. The family later sold
cattle in 1849 to hungry
Gold Rush miners.

In the 1850s to 1880s,
Don Ygnacio’s English
son-in-law, Doctor Samuel
J. Tennent, operated a
large cattle ranch, farm,
and dairy just south of
the old downtown where
Collins School is today.
His fruit orchards extend-
ed into what was to
become the downtown, 

giving Pinole the later street names of Prune, Peach,
Plum, and Pear.

Tennent and his wife, Doña Rafaela Martinez 
Tennent, raised their ten children in Pinole’s first
wooden farmhouse. The ranch was famous for its

P

The Mohring Ranch as it looks today.
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Serious Injury • Auto Accident

Donald E. Patterson
Attorney at Law
Plaza Two, Hilltop Office Park
3260 Blume Drive, Suite 410
Richmond, CA 94806
www.donaldepatterson.com

FREE CONSULTATION (510) 262-2120

prized racing horses, and the Tennent girls, Kate and
Anna, were exceptional riders.

Growing winter wheat, barley, and hay, as well as
producing butter and cheese, supported the econo-
my of the 2,500-acre ranch. For instance, in 1870
the ranch produced 150 tons of hay, 9,000 bushels
of wheat, and 8,000 pounds of cheese. When Ten-
nent’s cowboys ran their herds north to the railroad
depot to be shipped to market, they would often 
collapse the bridge over Pinole Creek by the ranch.

The last working ranch in Pinole Valley is 100
years old this year. In 1870, Irish immigrants Michael
and Penelope Scanlan bought for $7,000 more than
335 acres adjacent to Pinole Creek and El Sobrante
from land baron John Tormey. Here, just outside the
current city limits, they raised ten children.

Their son, Henry Scanlan, married local Emma
Clancy and worked the ranch and raised six children.
Their daughter, Emily, in 1909 at age eleven, would
each day drive the family horse and wagon to the
old school in downtown Pinole, five miles away. 
(Editor’s note: Emily Scanlan was the mother of
the author of this article.) In 1910, the ranch was
lost to unpaid taxes. 

In 1911, the ranch was sold to German immigrant
William Mohring, who ran a dairy there. His son,
Henry, and grandson, Leonard, worked the ranch
until Leonard’s passing in March 2010.

Henry Mohring recalled the heyday of ranching 
in Pinole. He remembered how the bars and barber-
shops used to stay open on Wednesday and Satur-
day nights—sometimes until 2 a.m. to accommodate

the many ranch hands coming into town. In those
days you got a haircut for thirty-five cents and a
shave for fifteen cents and were considered a cheap-
skate if you didn’t get both. Henry’s son, Leonard, as
a young boy would ride his bicycle each day to and
from the old school in Pinole, five miles each way.

Today, the old ranch still has much of its historic
personality and is proudly maintained by Leonard
and Vivian Mohring’s five children—Mike, Jim,
Danny, Janine, and Glenn. You can still see the 
cattle and horses and old barns and silo as you exit
the city limits going toward where the “Y” branches
off toward Martinez and El Sobrante.

The Mohrings have always been a family with
ranching in their blood and a kindness for animals.
Vivian had a tribe of homeless cats she fed and one
would always find in the family’s spacious kitchen
sick and baby animals being cared for.

Another of the early ranches was the Kate Cousins
ranch, east of old town Pinole. Kate Tennent Cousins
was the oldest child of Rafaela and Samuel 
Tennent’s ten children and a fine horseback rider.
The nine-acre ranch by the bay and near the Santa
Fe Railroad is today part of Hercules.

Part of the ranch included the Tennent racetrack
by the bay. In the 1880s, she sold the property to
Pinole newcomers Chris and Christina Ellerhorst. 
The farm was then run as a dairy, where nearby
Pinoleans could fill their milk cans for fifteen or
twenty-five cents. 
Next issue: Part Two: Ranches and farms of the

late 19th and 20th centuries.

PINOLE’S RURAL ROOTS: THE EARLIEST RANCHES AND FARMS

Best of the Bay – KRON-TV
�����

4 Forks – West County Times

PEDRO CANJURA, Proprietor
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OLD PINOLE BASEBALL PHOTOS ON BAY AREA WEBSITE

Visit us in Old Town Pinole

Introductory Special for 
New Patients Only

X-rays,
Oral Exam,
Consultation

ONLY $50
with this ad
(Regular $245)

See our ads in this newsletter

mateur
and
semi-

pro Northern 
California base-
ball teams from
the 20th century—are
paid tribute on a new
website, “Good Old
Sandlot Days”
(www.goodoldsandlot
days.com).

There are more than
1,500 photos from
teams throughout the
Bay Area, including 10
from Pinole, nine of
which were contributed
by the Pinole Historical
Society. 

They date as far back
as a Pinole team from 1890, to the Pinole Merchants
that played at Fernandez Park in the 1940s and
1950s. They include the 1940 Three Brothers team,

the 1911 Ruff’s
Federals, and the
1913 Shenan-
doah team.

The center of
baseball activity

in Northern California
before and after World
War II was in San Fran-
cisco—at one time there
were more than 200
teams playing in San
Francisco alone!—and
surrounding Bay Area
cities. 

The website features
photos from 1850
through 2009, including
semi-pro and American
Legion amateur teams.
Visitors may search by

team name, county name, and year, and incudes a
section for team photos.

A

1945 Pinole Merchants



11

PHS interviews on city of Pinole website

Miss one of our programs on Pinole Communi-
ty TV?

Not a problem. The city’s website now has a
dedicated section devoted to PINOLE HISTORY on
its “Videos Online” page.

You can view the numerous PHS programs right

on your computer. Go to www.ci.pinole.ca.us/
about/videos.html and scroll down to PINOLE
HISTORY. You’ll find our interviews, Veterans Day
programs, George Vincent’s Walking Tour of 
Historic Downtown Pinole, and the very fine 
PCTV-produced, 12-part series based on the 
Historic Walking Tour brochure. It’s great TV!

Check the Pinole Historical Society 
website for information on PHS 

activities and events — and, of course, 
the history of the 

sweetest city in the East Bay.
www.PinoleHistoricalSociety.org

100 years ago — 1911
ne hundred years ago, Ronald
Reagan was born in Tampico,
Illinois. Other prominent Ameri-
cans born in 1911 include

Lucille Ball, Hank Greenberg, Spike
Jones, and Tennessee Williams.
• Crisco is introduced: William Proc-

ter, a candle maker, and James Gamble,
a soap maker, became partners after they
married sisters in 1837. By the late 19th
century their product line grew to include
Family Lard and an inexpensive floating
soap named Ivory. In 1911, as an afford-
able alternative to animal fats and butter,
Procter & Gamble launched Crisco, the

first solidified shortening product made
from vegetable oil. IT was named by
shortening the words “crystallized cotton-
seed oil.” Crisco was created through
hydrogenation—a new process that kept
shortening in solid form no matter how
hot the day.
• The first movie studio opened in

Hollywood: Brothers David and William
Horsley founded the Nestor Motion 
Picture Company, first in Bayonne, New
Jersey and soon after in Hollywood. By
1911 they were producing three short
movies a week— a comedy (Mutt and
Jeff), a drama, and a western.

O
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Complete

Automotive

Repair

Service

13052 San Pablo Ave.
San Pablo, CA 94805

510/232-CARS (2277), office
510/235-CARS (2277), fax

www.cars.procarcarezone.com
State-Licensed Technician
A.S.E.-Certified Technician

Foreign & Domestic

Bob Buchen, Owner

STILL GOING STRONG!
• Daily deliveries by phone •

(510) 724-4241

Mike’s Furniture Restoration
Specializing in restoring antique and

modern natural-wood furniture — 
chairs, tables, kitchen and bath 

cabinets, doors, etc.

Mike Stalcup License #CL828498

(51 0) 758-6602

It happened back then
1906 marriage rushed amid potentially fatal attraction
Editor’s note: This article is
from the California Digital
Newspaper Collection, Center
for Bibliographic Studies and
Research, University of Cali-
fornia, Riverside http://cdnc.
ucr.edu/cdnc.

These articles are featured
weekly on Pinole Patch
(pinole.patch.com). We thank
Pinole Patch Editor Rob Shea
for preserving and promoting
the history of Pinole.

eorge F. Wilson,
an ex-employee
of the California
Powder Works,

and Miss Marguerite
Smith of Pinole were
wedded at midnight of
December 4, that they
might evade a persistent
suitor, of the young
woman who had threat-
ened to take his life if
the girl married other
than him.

Having fled to Oakland
to escape relatives who
would have endeavored
to induce his intended
bride to wed a former
suitor, George F. Wilson,
formerly employed by the
California Powder Works,
and Miss Marguerite
Smith, whose home is in
Pinole, were married by
the Rev. Edgar F. Gee,
rector of St. John's Epis-
copal Church of Oakland.

The midnight marriage
marked the close of a
romance. After the cere-
mony, Mrs. Wilson
declared that if a bad
beginning makes a good
ending they might cer-
tainly expect to spend
their lives in happiness,
the path of true love to
the altar having run any-
thing but smooth. 

The engagement of the
couple was announced in
Pinole several months
ago and their wedding
day was fixed for October
3, but on the day before
the ceremony was to
have been performed a
former suitor of the bride
to-be made the startling
declaration, according to
Mrs. Wilson, that he did
not care to live if she
became the wife of
another.

Relatives of the young
woman then endeavored
to persuade her to break
her engagement to Wil-
son, and at last she con-
sented to a postpone-
ment of the wedding.

Becoming weary of the
postponement, however,
Wilson and Miss Smith
yesterday, determined 
to wait no longer, and

hastily packing her
belongings, the latter
slipping from the home
of her mother and joining
her fiance at the depot,
the couple came to this
city and immediately
sought a marriage
license. After a long

search they found a
deputy county clerk and
secured the coveted doc-
ument, and seeking the
chapel of St. John's
Church, were married.

Miss Smith was former-
ly engaged to James
Silva of Pinole.

G
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The Pinole Historical Society promotes awareness
and appreciation of history through preservation
and education, and chronicles the city’s heritage 

for current and future generations.

2401 SAN PABLO AVENUE, PINOLE, CA 94564

PHS NOVEMBER 17 MEETING TO FEATURE MOVIE

ON THE HISTORY OF THE AMERICAN FLAG
t will be “movie night” at our next Pinole 
Historical Society quarterly meeting, as we 
will be showing the PBS documentary “The

American Flag: Two Centuries of Concord and 
Conflict.”

With rare archival
footage, beautiful
images of the historic
flags, and stirring
music composed for
the film, this extraor-
dinary program com-
bines all these ele-
ments with reenact-
ments, and interviews
with eminent histori-
ans and flag experts
about the history of
the American experi-
ence and the flag.
This special program
is the definitive televi-

sion documentary about the untold history of the
American flag.

The passions of politics and patriotism, in times
of peace and war, are strikingly expressed in these
banners.

Please join us on November 17 at 6:30 p.m. in
the Alex Clark Room of the Pinole Public Safety 
Facility, 880 Tennent Avenue.

Come on down—we’ll be serving popcorn!

I
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MAIL TO: 
PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA  94564
Name __________________________________

Address ________________________________

City __________________ State __  Zip ______

Phone (      ) _________________________

E-mail__________________________________

# of books @ $27.33 (book, tax, postage) ____
# of books @ $23.92 (book, tax, pick up) ____
Total amount due $________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT
Check: � Payable to Pinole Historical Society
Cash:  � 

Images of
America:
Pinole

ORDER FORM

2870 Pinole Valley Road
Pinole, CA 94564
(510) 758-9462

7 a.m. – 10 p.m.
every day

BOOKS ABOUT
AREA CITIES
AVAILABLE
FROM PHS

he Pinole Historical
Society has a limited
number of Arcadia 
Publishing books about

our surrounding communities
of Hercules, Richmond, Crock-
ett, Rodeo, Martinez, and Port
Costa.

You may purchase one or
more of these books from 
us at the Pinole Farmers’ 
Market—we’ll be there every
other Saturday through the end
of December.

The Hercules and Richmond
books retail for $21.99, plus
tax. The other books are
$19.99, plus tax.

The prices, including 8.75%
sales tax, are:
Hercules: $23.92
Richmond: $23.92
Crockett: $21.74
Rodeo: $21.74
Martinez: $21.74
Port Costa: $21.74

Or, you may order one or
more by mail and we’ll ship
them to you.

The prices, including 8.75%
sales tax and postage are:
Hercules: $27.33
Richmond: $27.33
Crockett: $25.15
Rodeo: $25.15
Martinez: $25.15
Port Costa: $25.15

Send your order to Pinole
Historical Society, P.O. Box
285, Pinole, CA 94564.

T
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CUSTOM-WRITTEN AND DESIGNED NEWSLETTERS
FOR COMPANIES, NON-PROFITS AND ASSOCIATIONS

ESTABLISHED 1981

PHONE: 510/724-9507; 877/588-1212
FAX: 510/741-8698
E-MAIL: Jeff@TheNewsletterGuy.com
WEB: www.TheNewsletterGuy.com

The NewsleTTer Guy®

JEFF RUBIN
1517 Buckeye Court
Pinole, CA 94564

Paula Harvey Christina Isley
Janine Smith Carol Carpenter
Susan Burch Liz Tharpe

TOP FLOOR SALON
Full-Service Salon

Skin & Spa Treatments Color-Coded Cosmetics
Relax & Rejuvenate Makeovers

1690 San Pablo Ave., Suite E
Pinole, CA 94564 (510) 741-1150

NEW ADVERTISERS
he PHS thanks all of its advertisers for
their support and welcomes these new
advertisers:

— Rick’s Trees
— Douglas Oliver, D.D.S.
— Historic Old Town Pinole Merchants
Association

T

Pinole
Historical

Society
Board of Directors

Marcia Kalapus, President; Jeff Rubin, Vice 
President; Sheila Grist, Treasurer; Jo Ann Gannotti,
Secretary; Steve Darrow, Dr. Joe Mariotti; Vicki 
Martinez; Shirley Ramos
Directors Emeritus

Jack Meehan, George Vincent
Newsletter Editor

Jeff Rubin

Tiep Vo
(Kelley Nails)
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PinoleHistoricalSociety
2012 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION,
AND SEND CASH OR YOUR CHECK, 
TO PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, 

P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA 94564

Business ($50)
Sustaining ($500)          

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
[   ] Cash $________
[   ] Check $________

Date paid: ________________________

MEMBERSHIPS ARE FOR THE 2012 
CALENDAR YEAR (EXCEPT LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS)

(PINOLE RESIDENCY NOT REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP)

Name __________________________________

Address ________________________________

City ___________________State __  Zip ______

Phone (      ) ______________________

E-mail__________________________________

CIRCLE ONE: 
Annual ($30)
Life ($150)Dave Vida

(510) 517-7831

Joni Vasquez
(510) 685-2162

Your West County 
Residential Specialist Team

Let our experience and expertise guide
you through your home-buying and selling

experience. We listen to our clients.

Free market analysis of your home

Purchase with as little as 1/2 percent
down. Interest rates are at 

their lowest point in decades.


