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HISTORY COMES ALIVE AT ROSIE THE RIVETER PARK

SEPTEMBER 6 PHS MEETING FEATURES NATIONAL SITE ACTIVITIES
ur September 6 membership meeting
will feature a program by Lucien Sonder,
Outreach Specialist/VIP Manager for the
Rosie the Riveter/World War II Home

Front National Historical Park, who will speak
about the October 12 Richmond Home Front 

Festival and fall programs at the national park.
The meeting will be held in Conference Rooms

2A and 2B of the Kaiser Permanente Medical
Office Building, 1301 Pinole Valley Road, from
6:30 to 8 p.m.
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USE YOUR SMARTPHONE TO ACCESS THE
PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY WEBSITE

Find out more about Pinole’s history by using your smartphone to scan this QR code.
It will take you to the Pinole Historical Society website, where you will find out about
our city’s history, current historical-society events, and much more.



WELLS FARGO PINOLE MURAL VIDEO ON OUR WEBSITE
Click this link:

http://www.pinolehistoricalsociety.org/PinoleMural.mov

PHS BOARD MEETS SEPTEMBER 11 AT SENIOR CENTER
n addition to our quarterly general membership
meetings, the Pinole Historical Society Board
of Directors meets monthly on the second

Wednesday from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Pinole Senior
Center.

Our members, and the public, are invited to attend
these board meetings and speak on any item that is
discussed. 

Our next meeting is September 11.
I

Visit the PHS at the Pinole Farmers’ Market. The
remainder of our 2013 schedule is September 14
and 28; October 12 and 26; November 9 and 23,
December 7 and 21. Please stop by and say hello.

PHS WELCOMES
VOLUNTEERS FOR
MEETINGS, SPECIAL
EVENTS, ETC.

ould you assist the PHS with any of
the following? Helping with any of
these will be a much-appreciated

contribution to the history of our city.
• Gathering oral histories on video and/or

audio
• Writing articles for PHS Newsbriefs,

our quarterly printed newsletter
• Being a greeter at our quarterly mem-

bership programs.
Please be an active member of the soci-

ety. Call us at (510) 724-9507, or e-mail us
at info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org.
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http://www.pinolehistoricalsociety.org/PinoleMural.mov
mailto:info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org


This 1961 Pinole map, published by the Pinole Lions Club and
Pinole Chamber of Commerce, was a gift to the society from 
Pinole Police Chief John Hardester. We are very appreciative.

Back side of map on next page

PinoleHistoricalSociety
P.O. Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564

www.PinoleHistoricalSociety.org info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
(510) 724-9507

http://www.PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
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HOW MANY OF THESE BUSINESSES DO YOU REMEMBER?

WE HAVE A NEW SHIPMENT OF AMERICAN FLAGS
e have purchased
25 made-in-the-
USA American

flags, with beautifully 
embroidered stars and sewn
stripes.

These durable flags, 
resistant to fading and 
fraying, are made of Dupont
Solarmax nylon fabric. They
look great and fly well in
low wind. Made for outdoor use, they also look
great indoors.

They have brass grommets attached to heavy 
canvas pole ends and combine lustrous beauty with
superior wearing quality and excellent fly ability.

These flags are made by the Valley Forge Flag
Company, and are directly comparable in both 

quality and durability to
flags sold by leading home
improvement and retail
stores for up to $30. This
size is suitable for flagpoles
from 15 to 20 feet. 

These flags are only $25,
including sales tax. We’ll
deliver if you live in West
Contra Costa County. If you
live out of the area we will

ship the flag to you for an additional $5. We also
have flag poles for $5. We do not ship the poles.

To order, send a check payable to the Pinole 
Historical Society to P.O. Box 285, Pinole, CA

We also sell these flags at our Pinole Farmers’
Market booth. We’ll be there twice in September, 
on the 14th and 28th.

W



These photos were a gift from Larry Neptune, president of the
El Sobrante Art Guild. Mike LeFebvre provided the photo captions.

1960 Babe Ruth League County Champions: Front row (L-R): Rance LeFebvre (batboy), Joe
Lunghi, Gary Matthews, Robert McAndrews, Louis Millhollin, Frank Coppa, Mike Matthews. Back row
(L-R): Ed LeFebvre (manager), Lee Baker, Brian Fogel, Terry Chapman, Stan Wilburn, Merle Machen,
Bill Marchant, Frank Lunghi.

1960 Pinole-
Hercules All Stars 
(11-12 year-olds):
Front row (L-R):
Richie Price, Darren
Crise, Jiimmy Dutra,
Eddie Price, Mike
Stott, Dennis Ham-
mer. Middle row (L-R):
John White, Richard
“Dutch” Walker,
Roger Mills, Mike
Black, unknown, Joe
Coppa, Dennis Fergu-
son. Top row (L-R):
Albert Hurst, Donnie
Hall, Mike Cooper,
Kenny Burrow, Denny
Terry, Bruce Fogel,
Bruce Hall, Steve
Sorvetti.



PHS INTERVIEWS ON CITY OF PINOLE WEBSITE

Miss one of our history programs on Pinole
Community TV? Don’t despair. The city’s web-
site has a dedicated section devoted to PINOLE
HISTORY on its “Videos Online” page.

You can view the numerous PHS programs
right on your computer. Go to the city’s 

website www.ci.pinole.ca.us/about/videos.html
and scroll down to PINOLE HISTORY. 

You’ll find our interviews, Veterans Day 
programs, George Vincent’s two walking tours of
historic downtown Pinole, and the very fine
PCTV-produced, 12-part series based on the 
Historic Walking Tour brochure. It’s great TV!

PHS SEEKING FAMILY FILMS FOR HISTORICAL ARCHIVE
ot film?

The Pinole Historical Soci-
ety is embarking on a major
project to archive the city’s

history. We want to establish a perma-
nent, digitized collection of Pinole’s
history.

Do you have film of past Holy
Ghost parades, Pinole Valley High
School Homecoming parades, Memori-
al Day or July 4 parades? 

How about important athletic events,
such as a high-school football, basket-
ball, baseball, softball, or volleyball
games?

Perhaps you have film of an important event that
took place in Fernandez Park, or a ribbon cutting or
an event that has a place in Pinole’s history — such
as the 1958 flood?

We’re looking for any video or film you have —
VHS, Beta, camcorder, DV tape, 8mm, Super 8mm,

16mm, 35mm, motion picture. 
Nearly everyone has taken home

movies. That makes everyone who has
taken film a historian.

We want to collect, digitize, 
catalog, and preserve old movies on
DVD (and whatever formats are to
come) to exhibit, educate, and enter-
tain.

The PHS will share these videos on
a film archive that we will establish,
similar to the The Pioneers Film
Archive on YouTube created by the
California Pioneers of Santa Clara

(www.youtube.com/sccpioneers).
Film connects with the past in a unique way. It’s

immersive, educational, and entertaining. It’s a way
to get young people interested in history.

Got film? Please contact us at info@pinolehistor-
icalsociety.org. We’ll return your film; we just want
to borrow and digitize it.

G

UPCOMING PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY MEETINGS

The 2013 quarterly member-
ship meetings of the Pinole 
Historical Society are being held
on Friday evenings at the Kaiser 

Permanente Medical Office
Building on Pinole Valley Road.

The remaining 2013 meeting
schedule is:

• September 6

• November 15
As always, we will have an

interesting program for you at
each meeting. Tell your friends!

The Pinole Historical Society promotes awareness
and appreciation of history through preservation
and education, and chronicles the city’s heritage 

for current and future generations.

http://www.ci.pinole.ca.us/about/videos.html
http://www.youtube.com/sccpioneers
mailto:info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org.


Name ___________________________________   Phone (      ) _________________

Address __________________________     E-mail____________________________

City _________________________   State ___   Zip __________

# of Pinole books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Hercules books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Richmond books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of El Sobrante books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of El Cerrito books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Crockett books @ $25 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Rodeo books @ $25 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Martinez books @ $25 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Port Costa books @ $25 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
Total amount enclosed $________________

Please mail your check for the total amount due,
payable to Pinole Historical Society, to:

PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA  94564

he Pinole Historical Society has Arcadia
Publishing books about our surrounding
communities of Hercules, Richmond, El
Sobrante, El Cerrito, Crockett, Rodeo, 

Martinez, and Port Costa. And, of course, we have
plenty of Pinole books in stock.

You may purchase one or more of these books
from us at the Pinole Farmers’ Market—we’ll be
there every other Saturday through the end of
December.

The Pinole, Hercules, Richmond, El Sobrante,
and El Cerrito books retail for $24, including
8.75% sales tax. The Crockett, Rodeo, Martinez,
and Port Costa books are $22, including 8.75%
sales tax.

Or, you may order one or more
by mail and we’ll ship them to
you. Send your order to Pinole
Historical Society, P.O. Box
285, Pinole, CA 94564.

The prices, including 8.75%
sales tax and postage are:
Pinole: $27
Hercules: $27
Richmond: $27
El Sobrante: $27
El Cerrito: $27
Crockett: $25
Rodeo: $25
Martinez: $25
Port Costa: $25

T

LOCAL HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM
THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Pinole Hercules El Sobrante El Cerrito CrockettRichmond

Rodeo

Martinez

Port Costa



PinoleHistoricalSociety
2013 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION, AND SEND CASH OR YOUR CHECK, 
TO PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA  94564

NAME (each person): ___________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ______________________________________________________________________________

CITY/ZIP: _______________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: _________________________________________________________________________________

E-MAIL (please!): _______________________________________________________________________

CIRCLE ONE:  Annual ($30)     Life ($150)     Business ($50)     Sustaining $(500)                  

AMOUNT ENCLOSED:   [   ] Cash $________      [   ] Check #________  $_________

DATE PAID: __________________________________

MEMBERSHIPS ARE FOR THE 2013 CALENDAR YEAR (EXCEPT LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS)

(PINOLE RESIDENCY NOT REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP)

Annual memberships are only $30
Please mail the membership application today!

PinoleHistoricalSociety
Help us preserve Pinole’s history through:

• Exhibits at the Pinole Library
• Pinole history programs in schools
• Pinole Community TV programs

• Walking tours of downtown Pinole
• Veterans’ Day event in Fernandez Park

• A proposed municipal museum



he 7th Annual Home Front Festival on Saturday,
October 12, will feature interactive activities for
family members of all ages.

Piggy-backing on Rosie the Riveters’ motto,
“We Can Do It,” the festival will present “Kids Can Do
It,” and focus on engaging youth in their Richmond histo-
ry.

The event will be held from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the
Craneway Pavilion, located in the historic Ford Point
Building.

The event will again sponsor the Historic Duck, an
amphibious vehicle from the WWII era, to take families
on water tours, with an oral history of the nearby ship-
yards of Richmond, other historic landmarks. Historic
WWII buses will shuttle festival-goers from the main 
festival site to the SS Red Oak Victory Ship.

The festival includes the YMCA’s Rosie the Riveter
Family Run/Walk.

For more information, go to http://rcoc.com/current-
events/home-front-festival-2013/.

Richmond Home Front Festival will feature kids’ activities

T
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�Upcoming 
events
Upcoming
events

http://tinyurl.com/pinoletowenhall
http://tinyurl.com/pinoletownhall
http://rcoc.com/currentevents/home-front-festival-2013/
http://www.ccclib.org


Upcoming eventsUpcoming events



Upcoming eventsUpcoming events

mailto:dsnell@ci.pinole.ca.us


Upcoming eventsUpcoming events

Application on next page

mailto:police@ci.pinole.ca.us




TWO DOCUMENTARIES BEING SHOWN AT ROSIE THE RIVETER/
WWII HOME FRONT NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK

A new documentary film called
“The War At Home” is being shown
daily at the Rosie the Riveter/WWII
Home Front National Historical Park.
The 25-minute film screens hourly at
the park’s Visitor Education Center,
starting at 11 a.m.. The last screening
is at 4 p.m. It’s shown seven days a
week.

“The War At Home,” produced in
collaboration between the National
Park Service and Signature 

Communications, uses oral histories,
archival materials, and personal diaries
to illustrate the diversity and complexi-
ty of the World War II homefront 
experience, from the perspective of a
number of real people who lived in 
different cities across the United States.

Another 16-minute documentary
film, “Home Front Heroes,” which 
outlines the history of defense manu-
facturing in Richmond, during World
War II, is also screened regularly, 
alternating with “The War At Home.”

Upcoming eventsUpcoming events
Friends of the Pinole Library

Presents

The Best Book Sale Yet!
Saturday, October 19, 2013          10 a.m. to 5 p.m.

This huge used-book sale opens at 9 a.m. for Friends 
members and 10 a.m. for the general public. Membership
applications are available at the door. Friends members 
receive a 10% discount throughout the day.

Thousands of donated books in excellent condition will 
be available. The sale features:

• More than 30 categories
• More than 32 popular-author collections in individual

boxes
• Easy-to-find favorites, including audio books, DVDs, 

VHS tapes, CDs, and games.

The Pinole Library
2935 Pinole Valley Road 

(510) 758-2741



July and August, 2013

Reservations Required

FREE TOURS AND PROGRAMS

7/17, 7/24 and 8/7

Daily Program @ Visitor Center Every Day:  2:00pm to 2:45pm
DAILY

Rationing for the Home Cook Fridays:  2:00pm

7/12, 7/26
8/9, 8/23
Visitor Center Theater

Home Front History on your Bike! Saturday: 10:00am–12:00pm

Who Will Care for the Children? Wednesday: 11:00am
RSVP Requested

Wednesday: 10:00am-12:30pm

RSVP Requested

For more information: 510-232-5050 x0 or call the Visitor Center at 510-232-3108 or visit www.nps.gov/rori.  
The Visitor Center is open every day from 10:00am to 5:00pm at 1414 Harbour Way South, Richmond, CA 94804

On Tuesdays and Saturdays, Ranger Betty Soskin discusses her experience as a 
young African American woman during WWII. On Thursdays, docent Flora 
Ninomiya shows “Blossoms and Thorns”, and shares her childhood experiences in 
a WWII internment camp.  Sundays, the program, “Women, Get a War Job!”
explores the media campaign that called women to “do their part” for the war effort.

2:00pm 
Visitor Center Theater
Topics Vary

Take a city bus tour with park ranger Betty Soskin to visit key park 
sites while reflecting on African American home front experiences.  
Space is limited, reserve early.  Starts at the Visitor Center.  
Call 510-232-5050 x0 for reservations.

Bus Tour

Explore Richmond’s WWII-era history along the Bay Trail. Bring 
your bike and meet park rangers at the Visitor Center.  Bring a 
bike lock so you can see the introductory film. 
(Easy, Helmets Required).  RSVP: Raphael_Allen@nps.gov

7/13

8/21 (Wed.) 

 

Tour a wartime preschool classroom within the Maritime 
Child Development Center and learn about the essential role of 
childcare in the home front effort.  Tour begins in the lobby of
1014 Florida Avenue, Richmond.  (RSVP: 510-232-5050 X6622)

Meet a ranger at the Rosie the Riveter Memorial in Marina Bay 
Park for a 45 minute program exploring civilian contributions 
to the WWII American Home Front.

Rosie the Riveter Memorial
7/7, 7/14, 7/21
8/4, 8/11, 8/18, 8/25

Sundays: 11:30am

During WWII, Americans were asked to sacrifice in support of the 
troops, and this was evident daily at the dinner table.  Come to the 
Visitor Center, learn about rationing and share a treat - invented 
by wartime cooks - with our very own "Rosies".

http://www.nps.gov/rori


A Powerful New Documentary Film By Ken Kokka, 
About the WWII Experiences of Japanese Americans

Flower Growers in Richmond

Thursdays 
July 11th through december 19th 2013

Time:  2:00pm
Location:  Rosie the Riveter Visitor Education Center
Duration:  45 minute program:  20 minute movie followed by talk and 
questions/answers.
Presenters:  Representative from the Japanese American Citizens League
and NPS Ranger.
Program:  Overview of the experience of Richmond's Japanese American 
citizens who were incarcerated during the Second World War.

1414 Harbour Way South, Suite 3000, Richmond, CA     (Harbour Way South Exit o�  580)  Phone: (510) 232-3108


