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VETERANS DAY MEMORIAL, PHS MEETING, IN NOVEMBER
n Monday,
November
11, at 11

a.m., the Pinole His-
torical Society will
conduct its sixth
annual Veterans Day
Memorial and Flag
Retirement Ceremo-
ny in Fernandez
Park. The event will
feature Boy Scout
Troop 86, West
Contra Costa Girl
Scouts, Veterans of Foreign Wars, several local
schools, the Pinole Valley High School Marching
Band, Pinole youth commissioners, and elected
officials — plus a few surprises.

Songs, speeches, remembrances, and tributes
will decorate the hour-long ceremony, which 
concludes with the retirement of worn U.S. flags
by the Boy Scouts. Please bring your flags to the
ceremony, where they will be retired with proper
respect. There is no charge to have a flag retired.

Later that week,
on Friday, Novem-
ber 15, Herman
Privette Sr., an El
Sobrante resident
who survived the
October 25, 1944,
sinking of the the
USS Gambier Bay,
a U.S. Navy
Casablanca-class
escort carrier, in the
Battle off Samar in
the Philippines, will

be the guest speaker at the Pinole Historical 
Society’s membership meeting and program in
Conference Rooms 1A and 1B of the Kaiser 
Permanente Medical Office Building, 1301 Pinole
Valley Road, from 6:30 to 8 p.m.

The program will include the viewing of a 30-
minute DVD on the sinking of the Gambier Bay.

Pinole Historical Society meetings are free and
open to members, their guests, and the public.
Please join us.
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USE YOUR SMARTPHONE TO ACCESS THE
PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY WEBSITE

Find out more about Pinole’s history by using your smartphone to scan this QR code.
It will take you to the Pinole Historical Society website, where you will find out about
our city’s history, current historicalsociety events, and much more.



WELLS FARGO PINOLE MURAL VIDEO ON OUR WEBSITE
Click this link:

http://www.pinolehistoricalsociety.org/PinoleMural.mov

PHS BOARD MEETS OCTOBER 9 AT SENIOR CENTER
n addition to our quarterly general membership
meetings, the Pinole Historical Society Board
of Directors meets monthly on the second

Wednesday from 6:30 to 8 p.m. at the Pinole Senior
Center.

Our members, and the public, are invited to attend
these board meetings and speak on any item that is
discussed. 

Our next meeting is October 9.
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Visit the PHS at the Pinole Farmers’ Market. The
remainder of our 2013 schedule is September 14
and 28; October 12 and 26; November 9 and 23,
December 7 and 21. Please stop by and say hello.

PHS WELCOMES
VOLUNTEERS FOR
MEETINGS, SPECIAL
EVENTS, ETC.

ould you assist the PHS with any of
the following? Helping with any of
these will be a much-appreciated

contribution to the history of our city.
• Gathering oral histories on video and/or

audio
• Writing articles for PHS Newsbriefs,

our quarterly printed newsletter
• Being a greeter at our quarterly mem-

bership programs.
Please be an active member of the soci-

ety. Call us at (510) 724-9507, or e-mail 
us at info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org, 
to volunteer.
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hen the Hercules Village homes
were rescued, restored and pre-
served in the late 1980s, the 
architectural and development

team received a coveted award from the 
California Preservation Foundation.

Now, in a new book, the Hercules Village
restoration project has been selected as one of
50 sites across California that best represent
the multifaceted and complex art of restora-
tion. 

The book is entitled Here Tomorrow:
Preserving Architecture, Culture and Califor-
nia's Golden Dream. Published by Heyday
Books, it was written by J.K. Dineen, a noted
business reporter, and includes a foreword by
John King, architecture critic of the San 
Francisco Chronicle. 

The restoration of Hercules Village pre-
served the only remaining example of a com-
pany town of the explosives industry in the
United States.  Accordingly, the village and
several other buildings were recognized as a
historical resource of national significance,
and placed on the National Register of His-
toric Places by the Secretary of the Interior. 

The author ranks the Hercules Village
alongside such other California landmarks as
the Palace Hotel, the LAX Theme Building,
Griffith Observatory, the Hearst Mining
Building, the Stanford Mansion, and the Ford
Assembly Building. 

Members of the Hercules Historical Society
are organizing a book signing event with the
author. Copies can be purchased from Heyday
Books, online, or at bookstores. 

HERCULES VILLAGE SELECTED AMONG TOP 50 PRESERVATION SITES

W

Want to be published?
The Pinole Historical Society depends on contributors
for articles for both of its newsletters, Newsbriefs and 
E-News.

Do you have stories about Pinole’s history that you’d
like to share? We’d love to hear from you.

Please send your submissions to info@PinoleHistori-
calSociety.org.

Newsbriefs is published quarterly (January, April, July,
October). E-News is published around the first of every
month.
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