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E-News

PinoleHistoricalSociety

PHS PRESENTS CERTIFICATES TO ESSAY-CONTEST PARTICIPANTS
Fourth-grade contest participants in Mrs. Scofield’s class at Collins with Mayor Roy Swearingen.

he Pinole Historical Society presented awards
last week to students who participated in its
annual Pinole History Essay Contest. 

Students in all Pinole schools were asked to write
essays not exceeding 250 words on this topic:
“Describe three of your favorite historical places
and/or events in Pinole.”

The society received many excellent essays and
was interested to learn that Fosters Freeze is an 
historical site in Pinole. Children always teach us so
much.

Mayor Roy Swearingen accompanied PHS 
directors to St. Joseph School, Stewart School,

Collins School, and Ellerhorst School, and presented
certificates to the students. The best question he was
asked came from an eager student in Miss Hoopaugh's
fourth-grade class at Stewart, who asked the mayor,
“Are you rich?”

The day we present these awards is always one of
the best days of the year for the Pinole Historical
Society. We thank the teachers at all of the Pinole
schools (certificates were previously given to students
at Shannon School, Pinole Middle School, and Pinole
Valley High School) for having their students partici-
pate, and we thank the students for being so creative
and giving us a new perspective on history.
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ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS
COLLINS ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Mrs. Gray’s kindergarten class with Mayor Roy Swearingen.

Mrs. Seuss and her 
tutoring students with
Mayor Roy Swearingen.



ESSAY CONTEST WINNERS

ST. JOSEPH SCHOOL

ELLERHORST
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

STEWART
ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL

St. Joseph School contest winners 
with Mayor Roy Swearingen.

Principal Peter Aloo, 
Mayor Roy Swearingen, 

and teacher Nikki Hoopaugh 
and her fourth-grade students. 

Mayor Roy Swearingen, Principal
Jeff Carr, and teacher Mrs. Soo Hoo
and her third-grade students. 



Pinole
Historical

Society

P.O. Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564
www.PinoleHistoricalSociety.org    
info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
(510) 724-9507

Board of Directors
Jeff Rubin, President
George Vincent, Vice President
Mary McMains, Treasurer
Jo Ann Gannotti, Secretary
Marcia Kalapus
Melissa Lawton
Norma Martínez-Rubin

Director Emeritus
Jack Meehan

SEPTEMBER PHS PROGRAM SET
ur September 9 program from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in confer-
encerooms 2A and 2B of the Kaiser Permanente Medical
Office Building, 1301 Pinole Valley Road will feature 
Beverly Lane, former mayor of Danville and curator of the

Museum of the San Ramon Valley, will speak about the history of
the San Ramon Valley, which has many parallels to the history of
West Contra Costa County. Beverly is the author of the recently
published book, San Ramon Chronicles: Stories of Bygone Days.
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The Pinole Historical Society has two exhibits at the Pinole
Library. “Pinole ... Then and Now” features photos from the soci-
ety’s archives of buildings that existed at the turn of the 20th centu-
ry and recent photos of buildings on those sites today. This joins our
permanent exhibit featuring artifacts, photos, and memorabilia from
Pinole’s history. Visit www.PinoleHistoricalSociety.org for informa-
tion on Pinole Historical Society activities and the history of Pinole

PINOLE LIBRARY’S HISTORY EXHIBITS

PHS BOARD ELECTIONS HELD MAY 13
t our May 13 annual meeting, PHS members
in attendance elected three directors — 
incumbents Jeff Rubin and George Vincent,
and new director Melissa Lawton.

Melissa is a member of both the Pinole and 
Hercules historical societies. Her husband, Steve
Lawton, is also a member of both and a member of
the Contra Costa Historical Landmarks Advisory
Committee.

Melissa replaced Treasurer Mary Drazba, who
completed four years of board work. We thank Mary
for her service.

Once the new directors were elected, the board
selected its officers for the next year. They are:

• Jeff Rubin, president
• George Vincent, vice president
• Jo Ann  Gannotti, secretary
• Mary McMains, treasurer
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The Pinole Historical Society is now on Facebook! Search for us
at https://www.facebook.com/PinoleHistoricalSociety/

Like us, Friend us, Follow us, Tell your friends and family
about us.

We look forward to sharing Pinole's history with you.

PHS BOOTH AT THE PINOLE FARMERS’ MARKET

The Pinole Historical Society
is back at the Pinole Farmers’
Market.  We’ll be there every
other Saturday through Decem-

ber. This month we’ll be there
June 11 and 25.

Thanks for your many years of
support. Please stop by our booth
and say hello.

Pinole featured
on KGO Radio 

KGO radio reporter Jen-
nifer Jones Lee interviewed
PHS President Jeff Rubin to
discover the origin of the
word “Pinole.” 

Listen to the segment here: 
http://www.pinolehistoricalso-
ciety.org/KGOPinoleorigin.m
p3



Friends of the
Pinole Library at
the farmers’ market

JUNE 4 AND 18
Pinole Farmers’ Market

he Friends of the Pinole Library 
displays selected books at the Pinole
Farmers’ Market from 9 a.m. to 

1 p.m. on alternate Saturdays. This popular
display offers many different genre of books,
accessories, CDs, and DVDs, and varies
from week to week. 

T

The Pinole Historical Society promotes awareness
and appreciation of history through preservation
and education, and chronicles the city’s heritage 

for current and future generations.

SIGN UP FOR ESCRIP AT LUCKY AND FOODMAXX AND
EARN MONEY FOR THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

eScrip partners with merchants who give back a
percentage of purchases made by you to the organiza-
tions you care about. 

Purchases are tracked through registered cards such
as grocery loyalty cards (rewards cards, club cards,
community cards), credit/debit cards, and one’s phone
number. 

If you are a Lucky Supermarket shopper, you can
get started by visiting luckysupermarkets.com/shares.
If you are a FoodMaxx shopper, you can get started
by visiting foodmaxx.com/shares.

During the registration process, you will be asked
to select up to three organizations to support. By
selecting the Pinole Historical Society only, you will
allow us to get the most possible back!

You may begin to receive email updates from the
eScrip program.

• Sign up for the NEW* Shares program by 
registering your phone number with eScrip. Go to:

http://www.escrip.com/
• *You will no longer use your S.H.A.R.E.S. card

(effective April 1, 2016). 
• Register your phone number that you will use at

checkout.



JOIN THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
Support the activities of
the PHS by becoming a
member in 2016.

Please send your $30
membership check to

PHS, PO Box 285,
Pinole, CA 94564.

Join — or renew your
membership — the
Pinole Historical Society
and help promote and 

preserve the history of
our city.

For only $30, you can
help the PHS accomplish
its mission of bringing
the history of Pinole to

our residents.
Please fill out the

membership form on the
next page and mail it to
us today with your
check. Thank you.

SUPPORT THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
BY SHOPPING AT AMAZONSMILE

There’s a simple and
automatic way for you to
support the Pinole Histori-
cal Society when you shop
at smile.amazon.com.

You’ll find the exact
same prices, selection, and
convenient shopping expe-
rience as Amazon.com,
with the added bonus that
Amazon will donate 0.5%
of the price of your eligi-
ble AmazonSmile purchas-
es to the PHS. 

On your first visit to AmazonSmile, select Pinole
Historical Society before you begin shopping. The
site will remember your selection. Every eligible 
purchase you make at smile.amazon.com will result
in a donation.

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.ama-
zon.com from the web browser on your computer or

mobile device. You will
see eligible products
marked “Eligible for
AmazonSmile donation”
on their product detail
pages. You can use an
existing Amazon.com
account on AmazonSmile.

Your shopping cart,
Wish List, wedding or
baby registry, and other
account settings are also
the same. 

Remember, if you want
Amazon to donate to the

Pinole Historical Society, you need to start each 
shopping session at smile.amazon.com, select Pinole
Historical Society as the organization of your choice,
and Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your
eligible purchases.

Please support the PHS every time you shop at
AmazonSmile.

PHS VIDEOS ON CITY OF PINOLE WEBSITE

Miss one of our history programs on Pinole
Community TV? Don’t despair. The city’s web-
site has a dedicated section devoted to PINOLE
HISTORY on its “Videos Online” page.

You can view the numerous PHS programs
right on your computer. Go to the city’s 
website www.ci.pinole.ca.us/about/videos.html
and scroll down to PINOLE HISTORY. 

You’ll find our interviews, Veterans Day 
programs, George Vincent’s two walking tours of
historic downtown Pinole, and the very fine
PCTV-produced, 12-part series based on the 

Historic Walking Tour brochure. It’s great TV!
We thank Bob Kopp, who recorded most of

these events for the society. 
The historical society has recorded interviews

with several prominent Pinole citizens. Among
the videos on the city’s website are interviews
with Ed LeFebvre, Charlotte (Fernandez) Shea,
former fire chief Alex Clark, and former mayors
Jack Meehan and Tom Cutino.

PHS program videos include:
• School Bell dedication.
• Japanese-American internment.
• Bars, Barbers, and Characters.



SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PHS BY BECOMING A MEMBER IN 2016
For only $30, you can help the PHS accomplish its mission of bringing the history of
Pinole to our residents through exhibits at the Pinole Library, quarterly membership pro-
grams, history programs in schools, Pinole Community TV programs, Walking tours of downtown
Pinole, the Veterans Day Memorial and Flag Retirement Ceremony in Fernandez Park — and
you’ll have the satisfaction promoting and preserving Pinole's history for future generations.

JOIN THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY (OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP) 
AND HELP PROMOTE AND PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OUR CITY.

Please mail the membership application today!

PinoleHistoricalSociety
2016 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE SEND CASH, CHECK, OR CREDIT CARD INFORMATION TO

PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA  94564
NAME: (each member): ________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP_______________________________________________________________________

PHONE: (     )__________________________

E-MAIL (please!): ______________________________________________________________________

CIRCLE ONE: Annual-new ($30)     Annual-renewal ($30)      Business ($50)      Life ($150) 

METHOD OF PAYMENT: � Cash      � Check (Payable to Pinole Historical Society

� Credit Card:  (� Visa      � MasterCard      � American Express      � Discover)

Credit Card # ____________________________________ CVV_______ Expiration Date _________

TOTAL ENCLOSED: ________________                   

MEMBERSHIPS ARE FOR THE 2016 CALENDAR YEAR (EXCEPT LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS)
PINOLE RESIDENCY NOT REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP





PLENTY OF BOOKS IN STOCK
Order your book(s) today!

Pinole Through Time
Mail to: Pinole Historical society, P.o. Box 285, Pinole, ca 94564

Name __________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________
City ________________________________    State __________     Zip _____________
Phone (      ) ______________E-mail _________________________________________

# of books ($30 per book, includes sales tax and postage) _____   TOTAL: $_______

METHOD OF PAYMENT

� Check:  Payable to Pinole Historical Society         � Cash 
� Credit card: (� Visa      � MasterCard      � American Express      � Discover)
Credit card #________________________________ CVV____   Expiration date________



Name __________________________________________

Address ________________________________________

City _________________________ State ___  Zip ________

Phone (     ) _______________

E-mail __________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT

� Check: Payable to Pinole Historical Society           � Cash

� Credit card (� Visa    � MasterCard    � Amex    � Discover)

Card #_______________________________ CVV_____ Expiration date______

# of Pinole books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Hercules books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Richmond books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of El Sobrante books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of El Cerrito books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Maritime Contra Costa County books @ $27 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Crockett books @ $25 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Rodeo books @ $25 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Martinez books @ $25 (book, sales tax, postage) ____
# of Port Costa books @ $25 (book, sales tax, postage) ____

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $________________

Please mail your order to
PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA  94564

he Pinole Historical Society sells Arcadia
books about Pinole, Hercules, Richmond,
El Sobrante, El Cerrito, Crockett, Rodeo,
Martinez, Port Costa, and Maritime Contra

Costa County at the Pinole Farmers’ Market every
other Saturday through December.

The Pinole, Hercules, Richmond, El Sobrante, 
El Cerrito, and Maritime Contra Costa County

books are $24, including sales
tax. The Crockett, Rodeo, 
Martinez, and Port Costa books
are $22, including sales tax.

Or, you may order one or more
by mail. See the mail-order form
below for instructions. We now
accept credit cards.

T

LOCAL HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM
THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Pinole Hercules El Sobrante El Cerrito CrockettRichmond

Rodeo

Martinez

Port Costa

Maritime



WANTED
by the

PinoleHistoricalSociety
ANYTHING THAT MIGHT BE

SIGNIFICANT IN PINOLE’S HISTORY
PHOTOS: People, family, events, buildings 
(particularly buildings no longer standing)

MOVIES: VHS, Beta, camcorder, DV tape, 8mm, 
Super 8mm, 16mm, 35mm film of parades 

and events, floods, fires, etc. 

ALL PHOTOS AND MOVIES WILL BE RETURNED.

MEMORABILIA/ARTIFACTS: Documents, programs,
pins & ribbons (events, sports, political), sports, 
trophies, Fiesta del Pinole/Holy Ghost gowns, etc.

We are collecting, digitizing, cataloging, and preserving 
these items to exhibit, educate, and entertain.

Contact the Pinole Historical Society 
(510) 724-9507 

info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org
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