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PVHS STUDENT COMPLETES PHS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT
n January 2022,
Pinole Valley High
School senior Olivia
Lubinger participat-

ed in the Pinole Histori-
cal Society’s Oral Histo-
ry Project, designed to
give students an oppor-
tunity to learn more
about their family histo-
ry and contribute to the
society’s historical
archives.
The society is compil-

ing oral histories of
families that have more
recently moved to
Pinole, as opposed to
the histories of Pinole’s
pioneer families from
the 19th and 20th cen-
turies.
Olivia interviewed her

mother, Christina
Chavez, whose oral 
history has been
archived on the Pinole
Historical Society’s
YouTube channel:
https://youtu.be/0m
OUvgFlrp4.
In addition to her

video interview, Olivia
was required to write

an essay to explain
what she learned about
her family and about
Pinole’s history, and
why it’s important to
her.
OLIVIA’S ESSAY
“I have lived on the

same street, in the same
house, in the same small
city of Pinole my whole
life. Pinole is where I
took my first steps and
made my best friends. I
will graduate and leave
Pinole in a matter of a
few short months, but,
more importantly, I will
always come back to
Pinole.
“I have known that

Pinole played an impor-
tant role in my mother’s
life, too; however,
through interviewing her I
was able to see just what
the city of Pinole was like
and how it shaped her
into the woman I know. 
“My mother moved to

Pinole in 1978 when she
was eight years old. She
recalls looking through
the backseat window of

the Realtor®’s car with
her older sister as he
showed them around the
city. 
GREAT CHILDHOOD
“Her mother and step-

father settled the family
into a house on Savage
Avenue and began oper-
ating a carpet cleaning
business from within its
walls. For my mom, this
was the beginning of a
childhood she describes
as ‘just fun.’ 
“Hot summers and

cold hose water, roller

skating and knee scrap-
ing, a childhood set to
the funky upbeat music
of the Bee Gees. She
reminisces on the old
plaza off of Pinole Valley
Road which used to hold
a small beat-down
Lucky’s standing where
Trader Joe’s is today, the
family-owned dance stu-
dio where she took baton
classes, and Fiat Music,
which is right where it's
always been. 

Continued on page 10
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Olivia and her mother, Christina.
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PHS at Pinole Farmers’ Market
The Pinole Historical Society is back at the Pinole

Farmers Market. We’ll be there twice every month
through December.
Please stop by and share some Pinole history —

and tell us how you’ve been since we last saw each
other.
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1918-2022
104 years

Serving Families

President’s Message
Jeff Rubin, President, Pinole Historical Society and Pinole History Museum

LATEST APPEAL LEAVES NO DOUBT ABOUT PUBLIC’S THIRST FOR A MUSEUM
here is good news to report about the zeal
with which the public responded to the Pi-
nole History Museum’s winter 2022
fundraising appeal, it’s first since the pre-

COVID days of late 2019.
As of April 10, the museum’s generous donors

gifted the museum with $15,500. This was the
highest total raised of the museum’s four mail
appeals. Add in $1,700 end-of-year gifts received in
December 2021, and the museum received
$17,200 in fewer than four months from December
2021 to March 2022.
In four appeals — one in 2018, two in 2019, and

one in 2022 — the museum board has raised
$53,180. Including money raised from donations
excluding the appeals, the museum board has
raised $85,593. 
This clearly establishes:
• The museum board’s ability to raise

money, which addresses City Council
members’ and opponents’ specious 
concerns about sustainability, and
• The public’s thirst for a museum in

Pinole.
EXTRAORDINARY TOTAL

This fundraising total is extraordinary,
because the museum still does not have
a home. This money was donated on a
hope and a dream — and a belief that
this Pinole City Council will honor the
intentions and commitments of previous
city councils dating back several
decades to renovate the historic Faria
House for use as a community history
museum.
It’s also extraordinary because the

museum board did no fundraising at all

T in 2020 and 2021 — no
appeals and no private
requests — because, as
we told our supporters in
April 2020:
“The Pinole History

Museum board of direc-
tors wants to thank you
for your financial sup-
port, and for encourag-
ing us to proceed with
our goal of establishing 
a world-class, small-city
museum in the historic 

Continued on page 4

Jeff Rubin
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The Pinole Historical Society promotes awareness
and appreciation of history through preservation
and education, and chronicles the city’s heritage 

for current and future generations.

Continued from page 3

Faria House. We will get
there.
“These are wild,

crazy, unpredictable
times. And scary, too.
We are fortunate to live
in a community that is
strong and supportive.
We shall get through
this.
“We understand the

financial and emotional
strain the coronavirus
pandemic has placed on
everyone. This is affect-
ing many people we
know. We feel it, too.
“For the last two

years the Pinole History
Museum has mailed two
appeal letters per year,
once in late April, and
another in early Novem-
ber. The response from
our donors has been
generous and enthusias-
tic. For this we thank
you.
“This letter is differ-

ent. We haven’t attached
a donor card and we’re
not asking for money.

We are just hoping you,
your families, and the
people you care about,
are well. And stay well
“We’ll be in touch

again in late fall. We are
hopeful that this chal-
lenging time will be just
a footnote in our histo-
ry by then.
“As always, thanks

for supporting the
Pinole History Museum.
And, keep your spirits
up.”
The museum board is

grateful for the public’s
continued support of the
museum project. They
are keeping our spirits
up.

�          �          �

Asking people for
money is difficult. Talk to
any non-profit board
member and they will 
tell you that fundraising
is their least favorite
activity. 
So, you can imagine

my surprise — and ela-
tion — when, in mere
conversation about my

LATEST APPEAL LEAVES NO DOUBT ABOUT PUBLIC’S THIRST FOR A MUSEUM
efforts to establish a
museum in Pinole,
Collins Management
Company CEO Paul
Collins VOLUNTEERED to
donate $2,000 to the
Pinole History Museum.
Collins manages the

East Bluff Homeowners
Association, a planned
unit development, where
I live. 
COLLINS FOUNDATION
It was during that con-

versation that I learned
that Paul’s family,
through their business,
had established a foun-
dation that supports the
people working within
managed communities.
I also learned the

Collins Management
Foundation has made it
its mission to allocate
more than $25,000 to
assist charitable organiza-
tions who have suffered
during the COVID-19 pan-
demic. 
Talk about giving back

to their community!
The Pinole History

Museum, which suspend-
ed fundraising activities
for two years during the
pandemic, is very grate-
ful for the Collins Man-
agement Foundation’s
gift.
Read about the Collins

Management Founda-
tion’s philanthropic phi-
losophy on page 8.

�          �          �

PHM board member
Alexander Jason discuss-
es why he joined the
movement to create the
Pinole History Museum
on page 9. 

�          �          �

And, Linda Jane Kole,
a retired teacher, long-
time Pinole Historical
Society member, and
Pinole History Museum
donor, talks about her
reasons for supporting
the museum, and how
living history has a dra-
matic effect on children.
Her story is on page 5.

BRE 00662125

BRE 01205079

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 

or e-mail 
info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org 

for information and rates.
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MUSEUM WOULD BE A HOME TO CELEBRATE OUR DIVERSE COMMUNITY

WHAT CAN YOU DO TO HELP?
Send an email to city council members and/or publicly
state that you support the Pinole History Museum at a
council meeting (1st and 3rd Tuesdays of the month).
Mayor Vincent Salimi:
vsalimi@ci.pinole.ca.us
Mayor Pro Tem Devin Murphy:
dmurphy@ci.pinole.ca.us
Councilmember Norma Martínez-Rubin:
nmartinez-rubin@ci.pinole.ca.us
Councilmember Anthony Tave:
atave@ci.pinole.ca.us
Councilmember Maureen Toms:
mtoms@ci.pinole.ca.us

YES, I want to ���� ���	�� ��

��
by donating to the establishment of the 
Pinole History Museum.
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upporters have
made the Pinole
History Museum’s
first request for

donations since 2019 an
overwhelming success,
providing $15,500, with
more gifts arriving in our
winter 2022 appeal.
The museum also

received $1,700 in gifts
in December.
Supporters demon-

strated in three previous
appeals in 2018 and
2019 that they’re eager
to see the renovation of
the Faria House and the
establishment of the
Pinole History Museum in
that historic structure.
One donor, Linda Jane

Kole, spoke during the
February 1 Pinole City
Council meeting and told
the council members:
“I’ve been a Pinolean

for 58 years, and I’m
now a retired teacher
after 40 years of work-
ing with children. I’ve
seen the impact of liv-
ing history, seeing real
items, holding them in
your hands.

“I envision our build-
ing, the Faria sisters’
home, as they did,
which was a place for
children and adults to
experience and see our
city’s history unfold
before them.
“Pinole has long had

a problem of being a
kind of bedroom place
for working families.
You want to change
your citizens from just
people who commute,
sleep, eat, and go back
to work.
“You want Pinole to

be a place where they
feel connected, a center

for events and activities,
like I envision this
museum to become a
way for people to
become connected, a
center for events and
activities … a way where
people change a bed-
room community for
themselves.
“We have a very

diverse, rich, amazing
community of people
here, and this museum
will be a place for
everyone to be able to
follow the roots of who
came before them and
grow [their own]

branches and leaves.
“I really think we

should put our money
into getting that build-
ing renovated and then
move forward into a
future that is not just
about monetary gain
for the city, but about
what we build as a com-
munity together.”
You can help create the

Pinole History Museum.
Please use the donor form
above and send your gift to
Pinole History Museum, PO
Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564,
or donate online at:
www.pinolehistorymuse-
um.org.

S

Linda Jane Kole
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We thank our donors for 
their generosity and support
Want to MAKE HISTORY HAPPEN? Send a check to

Pinole History Museum, PO Box 285, Pinole, CA 94564, 
or donate online at www.pinolehistorymuseum.org

$20,000 to $25,000
Jeff Rubin and 
Norma Martínez-Rubin

$10,000 to $14,999
Tessie Curran Baldwin
$4,000 to $4,999
Mechanics Bank
$2,000 to $2,499
Collins Management 
Foundation

Edward Downer III and 
Yoshimi Downer

Eric and Deborah Mariotti
William McMaster
Shirley Ramos
Vincent, Monika, Lila, and
Dylan Salimi
$1,000 to $2,499
Fred and Roben Gerson
Steve and Priscilla James
Alex and Nita Jason
Joy Jennings
Brian and Susyn Normington
Roberta Tim Quan
Brian Ramos
Greg Ramos
Patti Ramos-Baker
Ross Ramos
Angela Schneider (House of
Lilith Hair Designers)

Joy and Sid Shapiro
Chiyo Shidara, D.D.S.
Chris, Lyla, Johnny (Happy
Sashimi)
$500 to $999
Joel and Jo Ann Gannotti
Katherine Kiehn
Darrell Jay Tucker
Edit Villarreal
Betty Viramontes
$250 to $499
Avram Gimbel
William Green
Judy Hamilton
Linda Jane Kole and 
Steven Morrow

Bob and Carol Kopp
Tom Leal
Nancye Lee
Charlotte Liniger
Dennis Lorette
Mary and Warner McMains
Carol McMahon
Pete and Cathy Murray
Arnold Ode
Carole Price
Doris Salmi
David Smith and 
Mary Ruth Kelley

Jim Ulversoy
Chris Wimmer
Florence Wong

$100 to $249
Lois Boyle
Ross Browne
Deanna Brownlee
Chipotle
Cynthia Christian
Alex and Rita Clark
John J. Collins
Hank and Doreen Covell
Carol De Young
Marvin Dutra
Diane Dyer
Mary Ann Egger
Mark and Darlene Elms
Belinda Espinosa
Stella Faria
Julia Faulkner
Peter Fimbres
Joel Fischer
James and Carolyn Flynn
Jack and Catherine Frost
Maria Gallo
Cindy Wilson Gattenby
Nancy and Gary Gill
Terry Gilliam 
John and Ann Heintz
Hercules Historical Society
Pete and Sherry Janke
Sally Johnson
Joanne Johnston
Tim Kearns
Frank Kelly
Anne Kesti
Kenneth Kille
Carol Lawson
Mike and Sharon LeFebvre
Patricia H. Lewis
Margie Liberty
Richard and Claudia Lindsay
Sue Lynn
Louis and Irene Matta
Patty McGoldrick
Bill and Diane Miller
Elizabeth Barroca Miller
Donna Mythen
Tom Netemeyer
Alice Ninomiya
Flora Ninomiya
Paul and Phyllis O’Driscoll
Charlene O’Rourke
James and Lillian Ott
John Paradela
Don Patterson
Jim Payne
Carole Person
Walt Peterson
Pinole Garden Club
Maureen Powers
Pat Rei
Richmond Elks Lodge No. 1251
Mark and Donna Rubin
Celeste Silvas
Jennifer Sobol
St. Joseph School

Ann Tarabini
Gary and Colleen Tipp
Jan Torbet
Sylvia Villa Serrano
Edgar and Mary Vovsi
Patricia Weishahn
Steve and Fran Welstand
Mary and Charles Whaley
Debora Willis
Andre Le Mont Wilson
Ann Wilson
Barbara and Michael Woldemar
Martha and Ken Wong
Judith Yacovetti
John Ziesenhenne
Up to $99
Frank Acedo
Andres Anacker, MD
Bob Antaki
Adila Araya
Michael Ashburne
Claire J. Baker
Ralph Bedwell
Jimmy Boucher
Jonay M. Brownlee
Sharon Bullock
Karla Butler
Janet Bywater
Joe and Lea Campbell
Joyce and Dwight Carbone
Judy Cates
Mary Di Cecco
Patti Clark
Earl and Cecilia Combs
Christine Costa
Tea Aguiar Court
Marge Dean
Estela DePaz
Phyllis Dill
Brian and Kathy Donohue
Mary Drazba
David Dumolin
Bruce Ezzell
Lois Faria
Victoria Fimbres
Linda Flood
Tashia Flucas
Mary Collins Gallagher
Margaret Gelhaus
Bill Gram Reefer
Kay Green
Marilyn Griego
Julie Ann Hawks
Colin Hill
Fred and Irene Hollister
Thomas Immel
Sonny Jackson
Mike and John Janda
Roy and Kristen Javellana
Kay Johnson
Ronald and Frances Jones
Deborah Jordan
Shirlee Kahila

Yevgeniy Kazinets
Virginia Kennedy
Peggy Kirton
Gregg and Sabrina Kurita
Gary Lalley
Don and Michele Lau
Richard and Patricia Loomis
Steven Lopez
Beatrice Mahrt
Laurelle Martin
Jack and Nancy McFarland
Tracy McKendell
Lisa Melgarejo
Ariel Mercado
Deborah and Joe Miglia
Nancy Miller
Rob Moitoza
Kent and Ann Moriarty
Mary Myers
Christine Nadeau
Carolyn and Jon Nelson
Audrey Nieman
Terry O’Donnell
Kate Owings
Dennis Piowaty Palmer
Jan Parfet
George Parsons
Pam and Ron Patzlaff
Ed Pear
Bob Polacchi
George Pursley
Robin Raber-Luna
Vickie and Michael Resso
Mike Riback (Meyers Nave)
Mary and Danny Rinaldi
Julia V. Roundy
Juanita Sayo
Leona Seidell
Paul Sekins
Robert Shea
Danna Shirley
Diane Sielert
Daniel Silva-Thwaites
Fran Silver
Nancy Snodgrass
Dan Steele
Karen Stella
Alice M. Strain
Elaine Sturtevant
Arlene Tapia
Ginny Taylor
Bryan C. Todd
Jeanette Tramm
Jean Ulversoy
Kay Warfel
Ora Webber
Tom Welsh (Crocketts 
Premier Auto Body)

Carole Whitmarsh
Howard and Linda Wise
Sonya and Bill Wyland
Rie Yagi
Pat York
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THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY AND PINOLE HISTORY MUSEUM
GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGE THESE DONORS FOR THEIR GENEROUS

IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS OF GOODS AND SERVICES.
Ace Hardware of Pinole

Bray Vineyards
Sugar City Building Materials

Republic Services
Melissa Lawton

Saving Memories (Debbie Ojeda)
Rick Chalk, State Farm Insurance

The New Deli
Massage by Michelle Gonzalez

Walt Disney Museum
Interactive Resources

Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco
Angel Schneider (House of Lilith)

East Brother Light Station
Pinole Rotary

Marketplace Contra Costa
Pier 39

Belinda Espinosa
San Francisco Giants

Berkeley Art Museum/Pacific Film Archive
Congressman Mike Thompson
10th Inning Baseball Cards 

Mike LeFebvre 
Interactive Resources

Paula Harvey (Top Floor Salon)
Sprouts
WestCAT

Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt
Lucky Supermarket

Safeway
Starbucks
Michaels

Letcher Bros. Auto Repair
Jennifer and Tom Cote (The New Deli)

Lino Amaral (State Farm)
Rick Chalk and David Recorder (State Farm)

Jeff Rubin
Norma Martinez-Rubin

Kelly Bennett
Colleen Fisher
Diane Dyer

Mary McMains
Jo Ann Gannotti
Carol White
Nicole Wilbur
Dennis Foote
Alex Jason

Richard Nelson
Al Chen (State Farm)
East Bay Coffee
Peet’s Coffee

Windermere Rowland Real Estate 
Anjee Gallia (Anjee’s Dance Etc.)

Josephine Orozco (El Sol)

Windermere Rowland Realty
930 San Pablo Avenue, Suite A
Pinole, CA 94564

“BAY AREA’S 
BEST HOTDOG”
3857 San Pablo Dam Road
El Sobrante, CA 94803
(510) 223-8870
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COLLINS MANAGEMENT FOUNDATION DONATES $2,000 TO MUSEUM

2718 pinole valley road • pinole, california 94564
510.758.8881           www.eathappysashimi.com

Saving Memories

Call (510) 388-9284   www.savingmemories.com

Saving your most precious Family Video 
memories & photos on DVD is easy and 
inexpensive! Slide Shows help create a 

special atmosphere at Birthdays, Weddings,
Memorials, Retirement & Anniversary Parties!

Services include:
Slide Shows, transfer of VHS, Beta, all size
camcorder tape to DVD, Photo Editing.
— 8, Super 8 & 16 MM film to DVD —

Debbie Ojeda, owner
ojedahouse@comcast.net

hen Paul
Collins, a local
who grew up
in Viewpointe

in Rodeo, graduated from
San Diego State Universi-
ty and returned home to
take over Collins Manage-
ment Company, the fami-
ly business, he knew “we
want to do more than
make money. We want to
make a difference. We
want to do what we can.”
Formed as a 501c3

non-profit in 2017, the
Collins Management
Foundation donates
$50,000 to $70,000 a
year.
“A management com-

pany is a gatekeeper for
vendors who want to
work in our area,” Paul
says. These vendors
aggressively market to

managers. Vendors con-
tribute to the foundation
instead of providing
perks for Collins Manage-
ment; the foundation, in
turn, funds activities and
needs for vendors’
employees.

Why the Pinole History
Museum?
“It’s a secondary mis-

sion to support organiza-
tions that support the
communities where we
manage property. 

PHILANTHROPIC SPIRIT

“I love museums. They
are generally underfund-
ed. And there are not
many opportunities to
support organizations in
Pinole.”
The foundation 

supports the Alameda
County Community Food
Bank, Food Bank of 
Contra Costa and Solano,
10,000 Lunches, Meals
on Wheels, Options
Health, All Souls Parish,
and the City of Alameda
Food Bank. 
The foundation has

also distributed more
than 2,300 face masks 
to organizations and 
individuals throughout
the community.
“We’re all looking for

meaning,” Paul says.
“Why are we here? Our
business success doesn’t
result in life satisfaction.
You just kind of seek
more, give some mean-
ing to what we do while
we’re here in this brief
moment in time, and
help people when they
need help.
“There has to be more

in our lives than just the
daily routine. I like the
concept that we have a
duty to each other, to the
community, to the coun-
try, to the world. This is
my effort to align that
desire with action.”

W

Paul Collins
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hen I first
learned that
there were citi-
zens of Pinole

hoping to create a Pinole
History Museum, I was
interested in the idea. 
I have lived in Pinole

for almost 45 years. I
have seen our little city
change from a semi-rural
to a suburban city but,
through the years, it
seemed to me that the
character of Pinole didn’t
really change. It seems to
be a town of mostly
working people who want
primarily to live in a safe,
clean, well-functioning
place where families
grow and succeed.
I have always been

someone interested in
museums. Wherever I
travel in this country and
the world I seek out
museums for the oppor-
tunity to learn about
where things came from,
and particularly about
the people who con-
tributed to the construc-
tion and establishment of
the cities, culture, and
society that exist today,
to understand how and

why things turned out as
they are. 
I believe that with a

Pinole History Museum,
we have an opportunity
to link our present to the
past in very meaningful
ways through the collec-
tion and presentation of
the important details of
our history. This is what
the Pinole History Muse-
um will create. 
When I first became

involved in the PHM 
project, I was a bit con-
cerned that there might
be a plan to establish a
museum with dusty
exhibits of relics and
old photos showing “how
people lived in the past.” 
I was greatly encour-

aged to discover that 
Jeff Rubin and the others
involved in this project
wanted more — they also
wanted to make history
come alive, to present
our past in ways that
shows how it has brought
us to where we are.
Pinole has, I believe, 

a great history. The more
I learned about our histo-
ry, the more I was
intrigued. It is something

we are a part of, and that
history has interesting
stories and elements. 
We shouldn’t forget

about the pioneers and
founders and about such
things as the bay ferry
and cargo port that exist-
ed near the current loca-
tion of the water treat-
ment plant, and which
became an important ele-
ment in the commerce of
Pinole and West Contra
Costa. 
The stories of those

who first built businesses
and homes can help us
all to appreciate what we
have and how we got
here. The PHM will make
this happen.
Another concept that I

found attractive is that
the PHM will also become
more than just a histori-
cal preservation facility,
but as a center for com-
munity activity where the
historical elements
become a backdrop for
modern civic and com-
munity events. 
This became clear

when I spent time with
the Faria sisters —
Dolores, Deanna, and

Margaret — who told me
many wonderful stories
about how they grew up
in Pinole and worked on
their family farm (now
the location of the Kaiser
Medical Office Building)
— and particularly how
their farmhouse served
as an informal communi-
ty center with a never-
ending series of commu-
nity breakfasts, tomato-
picking, horse-riding, and
other events. 
The Faria sisters sold

their home to the city
more than 25 years ago
with the promise that it
would become a Pinole
History Museum, and
they still strongly hope 
it will become true – as
do I. We need a Pinole
History Museum.

ALEXANDER JASON JOINED
THE PINOLE HISTORY MUSEUM
BOARD OF DIRECTORS IN
2019.

AN OPPORTUNITY TO LINK PRESENT WITH PAST

Guest column

Alexander Jason

Alexnder Jason, Pinole History Museum board member

Serious Injury • Auto Accident

Donald E. Patterson
Attorney at Law
Plaza Two, Hilltop Office Park
3260 Blume Drive, Suite 410
Richmond, CA 94806
www.donaldepatterson.com

FREE CONSULTATION (510) 262-2120

Paula Harvey Christina Isley
Susan Burch Tatiana Williams
Liz Tharpe

1690 San Pablo Ave., Suite E
Pinole, CA 94564 (510) 741-1150

TOP FLOOR SALON
Full-Service Salon

Full-body waxing • Total hair care for men and women

Tiep Vo (Kelley Nails) is back!
Nails • Pedicures • Facials

W
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Continued from front 

“Things like the West-
CAT bus system were just
being introduced; she
describes it as more like
a “taxi” than a bus
because it dropped its
passengers at destina-
tions rather than bus
stops. 
“However, there were

also things my mom
would describe as not so
fun, things like financial
issues and bitter argu-
ments between her par-
ents. Over all though, her
childhood was lively, and
she wouldn’t have traded
the safe setting of Pinole
for any place else.
“In 1988, my mother

entered her senior year
at Pinole Valley High
School. She remembers
this year vividly. It began
with donkey basketball in
the gym and watching
the car club drive by in
their low riders.
HIGH SCHOOL JOB
“In her junior year my

mom started working at a
store called Best Prod-
ucts, which ironically was
where Best Buy is today;
this is where she met the

man that would become
my father. 
“In June of the next

year the little girl she
babysat, Amber Swartz,
would be abducted from
her front yard and never
seen again. When my
mom thinks back to this
time it is with teary eyes.
Suddenly a safe and
secluded Pinole did not
feel that safe anymore. 
“This wasn’t the first

time that tragedy

breached Pinole’s subur-
ban borders; years prior
Amber's father, Bernie,
was killed in a shooting
as an on-duty police offi-
cer. 
“The Swartz family’s

devastation left a mark
on Pinole’s history, but it
also brought the commu-
nity together to look for
Amber and support her
mother. My mom told me
this story when I was
very little because we
passed by her memorial
park on our walks around
the neighborhood. 
I know Amber's story

will always be dear to my
mom's heart.
NEW INFORMATION

“My mom would gradu-
ate from Pinole Valley
High and end up leaving
Pinole for a while when
she moved into a condo
with my dad in 1990, but
she would come back.
My parents bought our
house in 1995, right off
Pinole Valley Road and

started their family. 
“The interviewing

process allowed me to
capture the stories from
my mother I grew up
with, as well as extrapo-
late more I had never
heard before. Her stories
help me understand both
her and Pinole better,
and subsequently myself,
because I am a product
of both. 
NOT JUST A TOWN
“Seeing the joy light

up in her eyes when I
asked her about her
childhood, or the tears
when I asked about
Amber, remind me my
mom was once a kid,
too.
“I hope the stories I

have shared help paint a
picture of Pinole not only
as a town, but as a
home. I also hope this
encourages others to ask
questions and capture
the history of their loved
ones before it is lost to
time.”

PVHS STUDENT COMPLETES PHS ORAL HISTORY PROJECT

Olivia
Lubinger
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TWO MUSEUM POP-UP EXHIBITS
TO BE INSTALLED SOON

inole History Museum board members are prepar-
ing two pop-up exhibits that will be installed at
Mechanics Bank and Bank of the West, respectively.
One exhibit, chronicling one of Pinole’s most his-

toric families, the Ellerhorsts, will be installed at Mechanic
Bank this spring. The other, documenting the people
behind many of the street names in Pinole, will be installed
at Bank of the West this summer.
When people think of the name

Ellerhorst, the most familiar member
of that family was Frances Ellerhorst,
a career educator who began her
teaching career at Sheldon School in
1895, taught at the Plaza School, site
of today’s post office, and was princi-
pal of the Pinole-Hercules School #1
for 40 years.
However, there were six siblings,

and each played a part in the city’s
history.
The exhibit will include their par-

ents’ marriage certificate and their
father’s naturalization papers.
Many Pinole street names were

named for politicians and prominent
business people and citizens. 
Among those names are Ruff,

LeFebvre, Brandt, Shea, Savage,
Greenfield, Lopes, Rafaela, Tennent,
Faria, Jovita, Fitzgerald, Fernandez,
Downer, and, of course, Ellerhorst. 

Ricardo Velazco
Realtor I Owner

Calbre#01471392

2221 Pear St., Pinole, CA 94564

510.283.5757 I Office

510.367.3519 I Cell

ricardo@sequoia-re.com

www.sequoia-re.com

Christ and Christina Ellerhorst’s marriage
certificate (left) and Christ’s naturaliza-
tion certificate will be on display.

P
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PinoleHistoricalSociety
2022 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION AND SEND THIS FORM

TO PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA  94564
MEMBERSHIPS ARE FOR THE 2022 CALENDAR YEAR (EXCEPT LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS)

(PINOLE RESIDENCY NOT REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP)

NAME: (each member): _________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP___________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: (     )__________________________

E-MAIL (please!): ______________________________________________________________________

CIRCLE ONE: Annual-new ($30)     Annual-renewal ($30)      Business ($50)      Life ($150) 

METHOD OF PAYMENT: o Check (Payable to Pinole Historical Society)

o Credit Card:    o Visa      o MasterCard      o American Express      o Discover

Credit Card # ____________________________________________ Expiration Date _________   CVV_______

TOTAL ENCLOSED: ________________                   

SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PHS BY BECOMING A MEMBER IN 2022
For only $30, you can help the PHS accomplish its mission of bringing the history of Pinole to

our residents through exhibits at the Pinole Library, Pinole history programs 
in schools, Pinole Community TV programs, walking tours of downtown Pinole, 
the Veterans Day event in Fernandez Park — and you’ll have the satisfaction 
of helping promote and preserve Pinole's history for future generations.

JOIN THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY (OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP) 
AND HELP PROMOTE AND PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OUR CITY.

Please mail the membership application in this newsletter today!
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A Pinole Landmark

900 San Pablo Ave., Pinole, CA 94564

PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS
Our advertisers make it possible for the historical society to 

publish this quarterly newsletter. They enrich our community, 
and they’re really hurting right now, just like the rest of us. 

Let’s help them out.

CUSTOM-WRITTEN AND DESIGNED NEWSLETTERS
FOR COMPANIES, NON-PROFITS AND ASSOCIATIONS

ESTABLISHED 1981

PHONE: 510/724-9507
FAX: 510/741-8698
E-MAIL: Jeff@TheNewsletterGuy.com
WEB: www.TheNewsletterGuy.com

The NewsleTTer Guy®

JEFF RUBIN
1517 Buckeye Court
Pinole, CA 94564
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2800 Pleasant Hill Road, Suite 210

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Tel 510.724.7070    Cell 925.408.2166

glalley@farmersagent.com

CA #0125344

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org  for information and rates.

The Pinole Historical Society is grateful
for donations of artifacts, photos, 

newspapers, memorabilia — anything 
of historical significance. 
Please contact us at 

info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or call (510) 724-9507.

GOT HISTORY?
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Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _________________________ State ___  Zip ________
Phone (     ) _______________
E-mail ____________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT
o Check: Payable to Pinole Historical Society             
o Credit card (o Visa  o MasterCard  o Amex  o Discover)

Card #_________________________CVV___ Exp. date____

# of Pinole @$30 ___
# of Pinole Through Time @$30 ___
# of Hercules @$30  ____
# of Richmond @$30  ____
# of El Sobrante @$30  ____
# of El Cerrito @$30  ____
# of Maritime CCC @$30  ____
# of East Bay Hills @$30  ____
# of Crockett @$28  ____
# of Rodeo @$28  ____
# of Martinez @$28  ____
# of Port Costa @$28  ____
# of Tilden Park @$30  ____
# of Napa Valley @$30  ____

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $______

Please mail to PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY
P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA 94564

he Pinole Historical Society sells
these Arcadia books at the Pinole
Farmers’ Market every other Saturday
through December.

The Pinole, Pinole Through Time, Hercules,
Richmond, El Sobrante, El Cerrito, Maritime
Contra Costa County, East Bay Hills, Tilden

Park, and Napa Valley books are $25,
including sales tax. The Crockett, Rodeo,
Martinez, and Port Costa books are $23, 
including sales tax. 
Mail order prices (below) include

shipping. We accept Visa, MasterCard,
Amex, and Discover credit cards.

T

LOCAL HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM
THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Pinole Hercules El Sobrante El Cerrito CrockettRichmond

Rodeo

Martinez

Port Costa

East Bay Hills

Tilden Park

Napa Valley

Pinole
Through Time

Maritime
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In Old Town Pinole
2235 San Pablo Avenue, 
just off Tennent Avenue 
next to the Pump House. 

Angel (510-724-1454) 

Massage by Michelle

Michelle Gonzalez, C.M.T.
925.899.4811

Swedish, Deep Tissue, & Foot Reflexology
www.massagebymichelleg.com

Book Online
647 Tennent Avenue, Suite 101 • Pinole, CA 

Renew your spirit
with a 60-minute

massage for only $70!
1 coupon per client.

— Offer good through July 31, 2022 —

Gift ceRtificates available at

massaGebymichelleG.cOm

DRE#R01792978
3088 Pinole Valley Road
Pinole, CA 94564
510-812-6417

Allen Faria, Realtor®

Put My Experience and Knowledge 
to Work For You

Having the right 
connections in the
community makes all 
the difference. I  grew up 
in the Pinole-Hercules 
area, where my ancestors
settled more than 150 years
ago, some farming the 
fertile soils from Pinole to
Rodeo, while others helped
build the communities 
we now call home. The 
benefits of my longstand-
ing connection to and
detailed knowledge of the community are the 
foundation for the outstanding service I deliver to
my clients.

Allen Faria


