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WHAT’S IN A NAME?
t the intersection of Leroy Avenue
and LeFebvre Way lies the history
of several generations of a family

that has unselfishly contributed to the rich 
history of our city. 

Did you know that an obscure street off
of Fitzgerald Drive is named after a person
whose actions were largely responsible for
the fiscal health of the city? 

Who were the people behind the street
signs of Pinole? 

Pinole Historical Society co-founder and
historian George Vincent will explore the
history of some of the people whose names

Continued on page 2
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WHERE TO FIND NEWSBRIEFS
Pick up Newsbriefs at these locations:

AccuTech Auto Care, A.D. Dern Insurance, 
The Alley Cafe, Antlers Tavern, Bank of the West, Bay
Park Retirement Residence, The Bear Claw, Big O Tires,
Blue Sky Sports, Cafe Soleil, China House, Cindy’s
Shear Cuts, Coldwell Banker Bartels Realtors, Crocketts
Premier Auto Body, East Bay Coffee Company, George
A. Egan, CFP, The Embers, Farmers Insurance (Carol
White), Garden of Gems, Good Butter Bakery, Grocery
Outlet, Happy Sashimi, Headquarters Salon, Hercules
Fitness, Kaiser Permanente Medical Office Building, 
K & L Automotive, Kendall Financial Services, Ladies
Workout Express, Letcher Bros. Auto Repair, Marrah
Molina Therapy, Mechanics Bank, Douglas Oliver,
D.D.S., Oliver’s Hardware, Attorney Donald E. Patterson,
Pinole City Hall, Pinole Creek Cafe, Pinole Hearing Aid
Center, Pinole Library, Pinole Paws, Pinole Police Depart-
ment, Pinole Senior Center, Pinole Senior Village, Pinole
Valley Community Church, Promo Zion, Realty World
(Viktor Manrique), Ristorante Due Rose, Joel Ross, M.D.,
Sam’s Dog House, Sequoia Real Estate, Chiyo Shidara,
D.D.S., Sprouts Farmers Market, State Farm Insurance
(Mark Bucklew), State Farm Insurance (Rick Chalk), 
St. Joseph School, Sugar City Building Materials, 
Sunshine Floor Covering, Taqueria Sanchez, Tenax Law
Group, 10th Inning Baseball Cards, The New Deli, The
Red Onion, The UPS Store, Tina’s Place, TMF Account-
ing Services, Top Floor Salon, Albert M. Tsang, D.D.S.,
West Contra Costa Transit Authority, Windermere 
Rowland Realty, Wilson & Kratzer Mortuaries, and 
Zio’s Pasta Pronto.

It’s also posted on the PHS website (click on
NEWSLETTER in the menu bar).
FOR ADVERTISERS: 2,000 printed copies of PHS

Newsbriefs are distributed every quarter, generating
readership among thousands of Pinole and West County
residents. Hundreds more receive the newsletter direct-
ly from the PHS via its database and website.

If you’re interested in advertising, contact 
Jeff Rubin at info@PinoleHistoricalSociety.org
or (510) 724-9507.

PHS CALENDAR
ONGOING
May 4 program: “What’s in a Name?” The public is
invited to this FREE event from 6:30 to 8 p.m. in con-
ference rooms 2A and 2B of the Kaiser Permanante
Medical Office Building, 1301 Pinole Valley Road.
Refreshments will be served. 
May 9, June 13, July 11:  Monthly Board of Direc-
tors meeting. The public is invited to attend and
speak on any of the items discussed at these meet-
ings. Pinole Senior Center, 6:30 to 8 p.m.
PHS booth at Pinole Farmers’ Market. We’re at the
Pinole Farmers’ Market on alternate Saturdays through
December (May 12, 26; June 9, 23; July 7, 21;
August 4, 18; September 1, 15, 29; October 13, 27;
November 10, 24; December 8, 22. 

2018 PHS MEETING DATES
May 4: “What’s in a Name?”
September 7: Program to be announced.
November 2: Former Contra Costa Times columnist
Tom Barnidge will be our speaker.

All meetings are held from 6:30-8 p.m. in confer-
ence rooms 2A and 2B of the Kaiser Permanente 
Medical Office Building, 1301 Pinole Valley Road.

For more information, call (510) 724-9507, e-mail
info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org, or visit our website
at www.pinolehistoricalsociety.org.

WHAT’S IN
A NAME?
Continued from front page 
adorn the signs of Pinole’s
avenues, streets, roads, ways, 
and courts at our May 4 program.

The public is invited to this
FREE event from 6:30 to 8 p.m. 
in conference rooms 2A and 2B
of the Kaiser Permanente Medical
Office Building, 1301 Pinole 
Valley Road. 

As with all of George’s presen-

tations, be prepared for lots of
never-before-heard stories and
sharing from the audience. 
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1918-2018
100 years

Serving Families

President’s Message
Jeff Rubin, President, Pinole Historical Society

MUSEUM PLANNING PROGRESSING
lanning for the Pinole History Museum 
continues to make progress. The City of Pinole
issued a Request for Proposal (RFP) to four
architectural firms for the rehabilitation of the

interior of the Faria House. 
Two proposals were received.

They are being reviewed, and the
museum board of directors and
the city have requested additional
information from the architects. 

The board is working on a busi-
ness plan and voted to hire 
Firespring, an Omaha, Nebraska-
based organization that helps non-
profits with online fundraising, to
design a website for the museum.

Firespring provides integrated
marketing solutions to non-profits,
specifically beautifully functional
websites and all the tools needed
to thrive, from donation process-
ing to social media. 

The board has also
begun interviewing potential grant
writers to advise and assist us in

applying for funds from
public and private entities
— state, federal, corpo-
rate, foundations, and
endowments.

The
Pinole
History Museum will have a booth
at the June 24 car show. Please
stop by and find out about the
plans for the museum and how
you can help make it a reality.

SUPPORT LOCAL
ORGANIZATIONS

Several local events are on the
schedule in May and June.

The annual Pinole Garden Club
Plant Sale will be held Saturday,
May 5, at the Pinole Farmers’ 
Market. This is the club’s major
event every year.

Continued on page 4

P
Jeff Rubin
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2718 pinole valley road • pinole, california 94564
510.758.8881           www.eathappysashimi.com

�� �

�� �

School Bells and Ink Wells
Mail to: GeorGe Vincent, 1209 Hercules aVe., Hercules, ca 94547

Name ________________________________________________

Address ______________________________________________

City ____________________________ State ___ Zip __________

Phone (      ) ______________ E-mail _______________________

# of books ($30 per book, includes sales tax and postage) ____   

TOTAL: $_______

Mail your check, payable to George Vincent

Continued from page 3

The Friends of the Pinole Library
Spring Book Sale will be held May 19
and 20 at the library, 2935 Pinole 
Valley Road.

From 10 AM to 4 PM on May 19, thou-
sands of books will be organized into
dozens of categories for easy browsing.

Current members, and new members
who sign up that morning, may enter as
early as 9 AM. A 10% discount will be
applied to all members’ purchases.

On May 20, the Friends will have a 
stuff-a-sack sale from 10 AM to 2 PM. 
Buy a double-strength bag for $5 at the
door and fill it to the brim with books.
The Pinole Classic Car Show will be

held Sunday, June 24. Bob Kopp has
taken over administration of the event
from the Northern California Cruisers. This
is one of the great events on Pinole’s
annual calendar.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE

The Pinole Garden Club will have its annual plant sale 
at the Pinole Farmers’ Market from 9 AM to 1 PM 
Saturday, May 5.
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A Pinole Landmark

900 San Pablo Ave., Pinole, CA 94564

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org 

for information and rates.

1300 Pinole Valley Road  •  (510) 640-8111 

K & L Automotive

Ke n and  Li sa  Caughran  (510)  799-2928
586-C Parker  Ave . ,  Rodeo ,  CA  94 572

American • Japanese • Classics • RVs
Full-Service Auto Repair

Celebrating

In Rodeo
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Darin
De Tomasi

PLANT
PINOLE 510-223-0610

510-724-3412

Formerly the oFFice oF

Dr. Douglas J. gorDon

BRE 00662125

BRE 01205079

The Pinole Historical Society promotes awareness
and appreciation of history through preservation
and education, and chronicles the city’s heritage 

for current and future generations.

iss one of our history programs on Pinole
Community TV? Don’t despair. The city’s 
website has a
dedicated 

section devoted to 
PINOLE HISTORY on its
“Videos Online” page.

You can view the
numerous PHS programs
right on your computer.
Go to the city’s website
www.ci.pinole.ca.us/
about/videos.html and
scroll down to PINOLE 
HISTORY. 

You’ll find our inter-
views, Veterans Day pro-
grams, George Vincent’s
two walking tours of 
historic downtown Pinole, and the very fine PCTV-
produced, 12-part series based on the Historic 
Walking Tour brochure. It’s great TV!

The historical society has recorded interviews with
several prominent Pinole citizens. Among the videos

on the city’s website 
are interviews with 
Ed LeFebvre, Charlotte 
(Fernandez) Shea, former
fire chief Alex Clark, and
former mayors Jack 
Meehan and Tom Cutino.

PHS program videos
include:

• School Bell dedication.
• Japanese-American

internment.
• Bars, Barbers, and

Characters.
• A Flood of Memories.
• School Bells and Ink

Wells.
We thank Bob Kopp, who recorded most of these

events for the society. 

M
PHS VIDEOS ON CITY OF PINOLE WEBSITE
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Why not 
advertise 
with us?
Call 

(510) 724-9507 
or e-mail
info@pinole

historicalsociety.org
for information 

and rates.

CUSTOM-WRITTEN AND DESIGNED NEWSLETTERS
FOR COMPANIES, NON-PROFITS AND ASSOCIATIONS

ESTABLISHED 1981

PHONE: 510/724-9507
FAX: 510/741-8698
E-MAIL: Jeff@TheNewsletterGuy.com
WEB: www.TheNewsletterGuy.com

The NewsleTTer Guy®

JEFF RUBIN
1517 Buckeye Court
Pinole, CA 94564

The Pinole Historical Society is
back at the Pinole Farmers’ Market.

April 14 was our first day at our
booth in 2018, and we’ll be selling
books, note cards, postcards, 
magnets featuring historical Pinole
sites, and American flags and flag
poles — and sharing the history of
Pinole with everyone who stops by —
on alternate Saturdays from 9 AM to
1 PM through December.

Thanks for your many years of 
support. Please stop by and say hello.

We’re back at the
Farmers’ Market



n late October of
1945, Pinole was
pounded by a fierce
wind and rainstorm

that generated a destruc-
tive tornado. 

The local newspaper
reported, “terrific
destruction was left in its
wake.”

Pinole residents who
had once lived in the tor-
nado belt of the Midwest
said the freak windstorm
had “all the earmarks of
a tornado with a warning
sound before its arrival.” 

The outskirts of Pinole
at the western city limits
on both sides of San
Pablo Avenue were most
affected. The tornado, or
“twister” as some
Pinoleans called it, made
its erratic way up to Tank
Farm Hill outside of San

Pablo. It was here where
Chevron had its huge oil
storage tanks.

The tornado barn-
stormed through Pinole,
doing thousands of dol-
lars in damage, injuring
several residents and
scaring the life out of
others. It was a miracle
there were no fatalities.

My grandmother Scan-
lan’s ranch was on the
north side of San Pablo
Avenue extending down
to the Santa Fe Railroad
tracks. The area at that
time was quite rural and I
was quite young.

My family was visiting
her and I was tired of
hearing grown-ups talk-
ing, and like a little kid I
was bored and wanted to
go home. We were in the
kitchen and it was raining

hard. I had nothing to
do, so I looked out the
big kitchen window
toward the bay and
watched it rain. It was
then I saw a sight that
would stay with me for
the rest of my life.

A lightning flash lit up
the outside, and in that
moment I heard a roar
and saw the large oak
tree twist right out of the
ground and the barn dis-
appear into the air!
Everything went dark in
the house and we could
hear power poles falling
and sparking electrical
wires were everywhere.
We couldn’t get to our
old green Plymouth
because of the darkness
and the danger from fall-
en poles and wires.

At that time, we didn’t

know what had hap-
pened or the extent of
the damage around us.
We were so lucky the
twister had narrowly
missed my grandmoth-
er’s home. Others, how-
ever, were not so fortu-
nate.

At the Westman Ranch,
a chicken house disap-
peared but the garage
beside it remained intact.
Sheets of corrugated iron
from the roof of the
chicken house were
wrapped around trees
and poles. The most 

Continued on page 9

Serious Injury • Auto Accident

Donald E. Patterson
Attorney at Law
Plaza Two, Hilltop Office Park
3260 Blume Drive, Suite 410
Richmond, CA 94806
www.donaldepatterson.com

FREE CONSULTATION (510) 262-2120
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Windermere Rowland Realty
930 San Pablo Avenue, Suite A
Pinole, CA 94564

A TORNADO TOUCHES DOWN IN PINOLE

Back in the day

George Vincent

I

George R. Vincent

“BAY AREA’S 
BEST HOTDOG”
3857 San Pablo Dam Road
El Sobrante, CA 94803
(510) 223-8870
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Dave Vida
(510) 517-7831

Joni Vasquez
(510) 685-2162

Your West County 
Residential Specialist Team

Purchase with very low down payments. Our
experience is your benefit. We listen to our
clients, and you get the personal attention

you deserve. No pressure — just service.

Free market analysis of your home

Prices are up and interest rates 
are still low.

A TORNADO TOUCHES DOWN IN PINOLE

Saving Memories

Call (510) 724-5197   www.savingmemories.com

Saving your most precious Family Video 
memories & photos on DVD is easy and 
inexpensive! Slide Shows help create a 

special atmosphere at Birthdays, Weddings,
Memorials, Retirement & Anniversary Parties!

Services include:
Slide Shows, transfer of VHS, Beta, all size
camcorder tape to DVD, Photo Editing.
— 8, Super 8 & 16 MM film to DVD —

Debbie Ojeda, owner
ojedahouse@comcast.net

Paula Harvey Liz Tharpe
Susan Burch Christina Isley

Full-body waxing  •  Microblading
Total hair care for men and women

1690 San Pablo Ave., Suite E
Pinole, CA 94564 (510) 741-1150

TOP FLOOR SALON
Full-Service Salon

Continued from page 8 

damage in Pinole was at the popular
nearby Hunters Inn along San Pablo
Avenue. Hunters Inn was located near
where The Embers restaurant is today.

The proprietor of the inn managed to
save himself and his wife by throwing her
to the floor and covering her with his
body. The bar and its stools stood intact
while the roof and walls were toppled.
Farther up the avenue toward San Pablo
and Tank Farm Hill, the huge steel high-
tension towers were twisted like pretzels
and “flapped like tilted hollylocks.”

Hunters Inn was a dancing and enter-
tainment club near the town city limits. It
had an orchestra playing three nights a
week and was a hugely popular gathering
place for locals and nearby townsfolk, as

well. During the dark days of World War
II, it was a place to boost morale for the
war effort.

Its matchbook cover motto was, “Let
Us Meet at Hunters Inn.” Many tavern-
goers did just that. And if you wanted to
phone the inn to see what entertainment
was there, you cranked the phone handle
and asked for Pinole 85.

Unfortunately, two years after the tor-
nado flattened a rebuilt Hunters Inn,
another tragedy struck the place. In July
1947, a robbery occurred there at 3
A.M., after closing hours. The inn’s 
owners, Mr. and Mrs. Rufus Morgan, 
were attacked and the inn robbed by an
unknown person. Morgan was killed and
his wife, Joyce, was seriously wounded.

Continued on page 10

The tornado severely
damaged Hunters Inn,
which was later the
scene of a murder.
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Continued from page 9
The invader also cut

the telephone lines.
When Joyce Morgan
regained consciousness
two hours later, she
made her way across the
street to the home of
Tony Francis, who called
then-Pinole Constable
Eugene Shea. 

The intruder was never
caught and the case
remains one of Pinole’s
most unsolved notorious
criminal cases.

Many years later,
Hunters Inn was remod-
eled into the Wagon
Wheel, a popular dancing
and drinking establish-
ment, complete with
nights of unique and col-
orful entertainment, with
bouncers for the unruly.

The Wagon Wheel con-
tinued its contribution to
Pinole’s history into the
1980s.
EDITOR’S NOTE: On

April 7, 1984, the Wagon

A TORNADO TOUCHES DOWN IN PINOLE

Wheel was burned to the
ground during a training
exercise that involved 40
firefighters from the
Pinole, Richmond,

Rodeo, El Cerrito, and
Kensington fire depart-
ments, to make way for
what is now the Del
Monte Shopping Center,

which houses The
Embers and The New
Deli, among other busi-
nesses.

A crowd gathered to watch the Wagon Wheel burn to the ground.
Wagon Wheel 

photos courtesy of 
Carol de Young
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MEMORIAL DONATIONS ARTIFACTS DONATIONS TAX-DEDUCTIBLE
Donations made 
“In Memory Of” or 
“In Honor Of” 

a special someone 
may be sent to:

Pinole Historical Society
P.O. Box 285

Pinole, CA 94564

If you have any items of
historical interest about

Pinole to donate, 
please contact the

Pinole Historical Society
at:

info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org
or (510) 724-9507 

As a 501(c)(3) non-profit
corporation, all donations
to the Pinole Historical
Society are deductible as
per the limits of the law.
Thank you for considering

donating to the 
Pinole Historical Society.

In Old Town Pinole
2235 San Pablo Avenue, 

formerly Garden of Gems, 

just off Tennent Avenue next to 

the Pump House. 

AnGel (724-1454) And

MAry AriAS (724-7510)

f you haven’t aready done so, please clip the
membership renewal form on page 15 of this
newsletter and mail it to us with your check.

The Pinole Historical Society thanks you for
your many years of support as we work to preserve
the history of the city, bring history programs to 
the community, and establish the Pinole History 
Museum.

Here are some of the things your membership dues
allow the society to accomplish:
• Conduct Pinole history programs for fourth-graders 

in Pinole’s schools, and for our members, service
organizations, non-profits, and the public; 

• Lead walking tours of historic downtown Pinole;
• Video-record interviews with Pinole citizens;
• Publish a quarterly newsletter (2,000 copies) 

distributed at more than 60 locations, featuring 
stories about the history of Pinole;

• Publish a monthly E-news, distributed via e-mail, 
featuring upcoming history events;

• Organize the annual November 11 Veterans Day
Memorial and Flag Retirement Ceremony in 
Fernandez Park;

• Staff a Pinole Farmers’ Market booth from April
through December; and

• Coordinate an annual essay contest in Pinole
schools. All participants receive certificates, and the
grand-prize winners in each school receive a gift
card to a local store.

I
PLEASE RENEW PHS
MEMBERSHIP FOR 2018
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NEW PINOLE VALLEY HIGH SCHOOL PROGRESS

These dramatic 
aerial photos by
Earl Combs show
the extensive
progress of the 
construction of the
new Pinole Valley
High School from
March 2017 (left) 
to March 2018 
(bottom).

The March 2018 photo at
right shows the theater in
the foreground and the
three-story, double-section
classroom building behind
it. The March 2017 photo
above shows the beginning
of the theater construction
and the front section of
the classroom building.
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2800 Pleasant Hill Road, Suite 210

Pleasant Hill, CA 94523

Tel 510.724.7070    Cell 925.408.2166

glalley@farmersagent.com

CA #0125344

SUPPORT THE ACTIVITIES OF THE PHS BY BECOMING A MEMBER IN 2018
For only $30, you can help the PHS accomplish its mission of bringing the history of
Pinole to our residents through exhibits at the Pinole Library, Pinole history programs 

in schools, Pinole Community TV programs, walking tours of downtown Pinole, 
the Veterans Day event in Fernandez Park — and you’ll have the satisfaction 
of helping promote and preserve Pinole's history for future generations.

JOIN THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY (OR RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP) 
AND HELP PROMOTE AND PRESERVE THE HISTORY OF OUR CITY.

Please mail the membership application in this newsletter today!

Why not advertise with us?
Call (510) 724-9507 or e-mail info@pinolehistoricalsociety.org for information and rates.
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Name ____________________________________________
Address __________________________________________
City _________________________ State ___  Zip ________
Phone (     ) _______________
E-mail ____________________________________________

METHOD OF PAYMENT
� Check: Payable to Pinole Historical Society             
� Credit card (� Visa  � MasterCard  � Amex  � Discover)

Card #______________________________ CVV____ Expiration date______

# of Pinole books @ $30 ____
# of Pinole Through Time books @ $30 ____
# of Hercules books @ $30  ____
# of Richmond books @ $30  ____
# of El Sobrante books @ $30  ____
# of El Cerrito books @ $30  ____
# of Maritime Contra Costa County books @ $30  ____
# of East Bay Hills books @ $30  ____
# of Crockett books @ $28  ____
# of Rodeo books @ $28  ____
# of Martinez books @ $28  ____
# of Port Costa books @ $28  ____

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED $________________

Please mail your order to
PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA  94564

he Pinole Historical Society sells Arcadia
books about Pinole, Pinole Through
Time, Hercules, Richmond, El Sobrante,
El Cerrito, Crockett, Rodeo, Martinez,

Port Costa, Maritime Contra Costa County, and
the East Bay Hills at the Pinole Farmers’ Market
every other Saturday through December.

The Pinole, Pinole Through Time, Hercules,
Richmond, El Sobrante, El Cerrito, Maritime

Contra Costa County, and East Bay
Hills books are $25, including sales
tax. The Crockett, Rodeo, Martinez,
and Port Costa books are $23, 
including sales tax. 
Mail order prices (below) include

shipping. We accept Visa, MasterCard,
Amex, and Discover credit cards.

T

LOCAL HISTORY BOOKS AVAILABLE FROM
THE PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY

Pinole Hercules El Sobrante El Cerrito CrockettRichmond

Rodeo

Martinez

Port Costa

East Bay Hills

Pinole
Through Time

Maritime
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PinoleHistoricalSociety
2018 MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

PLEASE PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION AND SEND THIS FORM

TO PINOLE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, P.O. BOX 285, PINOLE, CA  94564
MEMBERSHIPS ARE FOR THE 2018 CALENDAR YEAR (EXCEPT LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS)

(PINOLE RESIDENCY NOT REQUIRED FOR MEMBERSHIP)

NAME: (each member): _________________________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________________________________

CITY/STATE/ZIP___________________________________________________________________________

PHONE: (     )__________________________

E-MAIL (please!): ______________________________________________________________________

CIRCLE ONE: Annual-new ($30)     Annual-renewal ($30)      Business ($50)      Life ($150) 

METHOD OF PAYMENT: � Check (Payable to Pinole Historical Society)

� Credit Card:    � Visa      � MasterCard      � American Express      � Discover

Credit Card # ____________________________________________ Expiration Date _________   CVV_______

TOTAL ENCLOSED: ________________                   

�� �

�� �

510-803-3030
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Best of the Bay – KRON-TV
�����

4 Forks – West County Times

PEDRO CANJURA, Proprietor

10% OFF LUNCH OR DINNER
WITH THIS COUPON

SPECIAL OFFERS FROM OUR ADVERTISERS
Clip these coupons for great savings

Massage by Michelle

Michelle Gonzalez, C.M.T.
925.899.4811

Swedish, Deep Tissue, & Foot Reflexology
www.massagebymichelleg.com

Book Online
Located inside Hercules Fitness • 600 Alfred Nobel Drive • Hercules

Aroma Therapy
Foot Massage

10 toes only $30/30 minutes
• 8-9 toes 10% off •

(1 coupon per client — offer good
through July 31, 2018)

GiFT cerTiFicATes AvAilAble AT

MAssAGebyMichelleG.coM


